ORETEHBABO , 2004 £
EEERHAR
BtHEE

X 1 B ?f:_ Fl "/‘ i IR AR

Childhoods of the Presidents

%ii:'g ;I‘ 4 ﬂ&%ﬂ
|

ANDREW JACKSON
[£) NRIE - M - h8hEks 4
[%£] J1B/R-E -5 ¥

PEEEED AARKT LKL




[ A4 b R AL K el v 5 o) 1 i3 )
Childhoods of the Presidents

*4***
‘ Z*I
ZES . Rgdh "+

Andrew Jackson

(£] AME -M - £HFR T4
[#] AR/ B -HE F
% & 85 7

f‘J?JL?iun I}X‘f{'



HAPEERE (CIP) KiE

TG RTH/ (F) BEE, BHHWIE.

—db3: BAEE ML, 2005. 1
(EEBEFOERRD

F4E L. Andrew Jackson

ISBN 7-80196-036-X

. % 1. OW--@F-- 1. Kwith, A —4FEiF—
FAMERY V. K837. 127=41

H AR A B CIP Ui (2004) 25 136766 5

EENAFHICETF 01-2005-0397
Copyright©2003 by Mason Crest Publishers.
Simplified Chinese-English language Editions arranged
through Amer-Asia Books.Inc. All Rights Reserved.

AR RA

ABHIRHE WA ER AR, K& AR i v,
AEAT AL A A AR UL R T WA BN E.

AR Bk

F: MBIEE oM - EEER

& FHE/R B« Wi%

FH BHER

L. R

Fewiiiit: ML

HARRAT: BAREE H At

Haft: AERTEHKZOR 2K 1 SEERAE  #8%: 100029
#i%: (010) 64423901 f%E: (010) 64420542

Efl: i AE R G EERERA A

JEA: 787 X 1020 1/32  EPgk: 3 )

FRIK: 20054F 1 HEE 1AL EDIK: 2005 41 HEE 1 IKEDRI
FRAET S 7-80196-036-X

EN%: 5000 # SEH:8. 00 7T



* Introduction %

Alexis de Tocqueville began his great work Democ-
racy in America with a discourse on childhood. If we are
to understand the prejudices, the habits and the pas-
sions that will rule a man’s life, Tocqueville said, we must
watch the baby in his mother’s arms; we must see the
first images that the world casts upon the mirror of his
mind; we must hear the first words that awaken his sleeping
powers of thought. “The entire man,” he wrote, “is, so to
speak, to be seen in the cradle of the child.”

That is why these books on the childhoods of the
American presidents are so much to the point. And, as
our history shows, a great variety of childhoods can lead
to the White House. The record confirms the ancient ad-
age that every American boy, no matter how unpromis-
ing his beginnings, can aspire to the presidency. Soon,
one hopes, the adage will be extended to include every
American girl.

Al our presidents thus far have been white males who,
within the limits of their gender, reflect the diversity of
American life. They were born in nineteen of our states;
eight of the last thirteen presidents were born west of the
Mississippi. Of all our presidents, Abraham Lincoln had the
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least promising childhood, yet he became our greatest
president. Oddly enough,presidents who are children of
privilege sometimes feel an obligation to reform society in
order to give children of poverty a better break. And,
with Lincoln the great exception, presidents who are chil-
dren of poverty sometimes feel that there is no need to
reform a society that has enabled them to rise from pri-
vation to the summit.

Does schooling make a difference? Harry S. Truman,
the only twentieth-century president never to attend
college, is generally accounted a near-great president.
Actually nine— more than one fifth—of our presidents
never went to college at all, including such luminaries as
George Washington, Andrew Jackson and Grover
Cleveland. But, Truman aside,all the non-college men held
the highest office before the twentieth century, and, given
the increasing complexity of life, a college education will
unquestionably be a necessity in the twenty-first century.

Every reader of this book, girls included, has a right
to aspire to the presidency. As you survey the childhoods
of those who made it, try to figure out the qualities that
brought them to the White House. I would suggest that
among those qualities are ambition, determination,
discipline, education— and luck.

—ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, JR.
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A Child
of the Frontier
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In 1776,nine-year-old Andy Jackson stood in the vil-
lage square,surrounded by his relatives and neighbors.

Their attention was on him as he read the latest news
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Titled Carolina Home, this early illustration gives some idea of
the hardships endured by settlers along the Waxhaws frontier
of North and South Carolina. Andrew Jackson’s childhood there
was made even more difficult by the untimely death of his father.
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from Philadelphia ,Pennsylvania.Most of the people listen-
ing to Andy couldn't read.They were all settlers living in"the
Waxhaws,"a frontier area on the border of North and
South Carolina.They depended on a few people,often
school-age children,to read aloud newspapers brought
on horseback from large cities. The news was often weeks
or months old by the time it arrived.

On this day,however,Andy wasn't just reading the
news. He was reading an important new document,the
Declaration of Independence.It had recently been adopted
and published by American colonial leaders in Philadelphia.
The settlers knew the Declaration was going to have a
lasting,serious impact on their lives.It meant war against
England.

At that time, life was already difficult for young An-
drew Jackson. His parents were Scotch-Irish immigrants
from Carrickfergus, a seaport on the rocky coast of North-
ern Ireland. Most researchers think the Jacksons arrived
in the American colonies in 1765. Here, they hoped to
find a more promising future than poor people could ex-
pect in their homeland. Andy’s father was named Andrew,
his mother Elizabeth.
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» The details of Andy’s birth are cloaked in mystery. No
x *e‘gords are available to prove where in America the
Jacksons’ ship landed. They may have arrived at
Charleston, South Carolina, the colonies” major southern
seaport, or at one of the northern ports, perhaps in
Pennsylvania. In addition, no birth certificate for Andrew
Jackson exists. Historians have argued about Jackson’s
birthplace since he became a national hero during the
War of 1812. It was most likely South Carolina—espe-
cially since Jackson himself said he was born there.

Most researchers agree that Andy’s young parents
were living in the Waxhaws settlement at the time of his
birth. “Waxhaw” was the name of a Native American tribe
that once roamed the area. The controversy over Andy’s
birth centers on the question of where in the Waxhaws,
exactly, the cabin in which he was born was situated. (A
few historians slyly suggest the cabin may have been right
on the border between the two Carolinas, so the ques-
tion of his birth state would depend on precisely where
the bed was placed inside the home.)

What is known for certain is that soon after coming to
America, the Jacksons traveled far inland to the Waxhaws,
160 miles from Charleston. Several of Elizabeth Jackson’s
sisters already had settled there with their husbands and
families. They were prospering by the time the Jacksons
arrived. But Andrew and Elizabeth found that the best
land in the area had already been taken, so they settled
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Andrew Jackson was the first American
president born in a log cabin.

on an unattractive plot of 200 acres beside a creek near
the Catawba River. It is believed the Jacksons did not
own the land, but leased it in hopes of someday being
able to buy it.

Andy never knew his father. Three weeks before Andy’s
birth on March 15, 1767, the elder Andrew Jackson died
unexpectedly. Possibly he was killed in an accident, but
some say he simply worked himself to death clearing the
land and trying to start a farm in the clay-soiled, pine-
thick wilderness. Historians believe he was not yet 30 when
he died.

Elizabeth realized she could not keep up the fledgling
farm with her small sons, Hugh and Robert, and the new-
born infant Andrew. The Jacksons were forced to move
into the nearby home of their cousins, the William Crawford
family. Mrs. Crawford was in poor health, so Elizabeth took
over much of the housework.

Thus, Andy Jackson began life in a household where
he was almost an outsider.The Jacksons were made wel-
come by their relatives—indeed, Elizabeth became indis-
pensable in managing the home. But it was a meager start.
At a very young age, Andy learned that if he we;g to )
make something of his life, he would have no family foi- *

tune on which to build. He would have to rely on #im x*
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Mischievous Andy
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I he Crawford home was crowded and lively, with eight
Crawford children for the Jackson boys to play with.
The whole settlement was a busy place. Farmers grew




