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TO THE STUDENT

HOW TO USE

Impac

TOPICS

You can use this book by yourself or in
class with other students. Here are
some ideas to help you when you use it
by yourself

Start by looking at the Contents. What topics do you like?
There are five major themes: People; Men and Women;
Relationships; Society; and Life. Each theme has interest-
ing topics. Choose a topic that you really like.

Now go to the topic. Begin with the activity called GET-
TING READY. Answer each question. Think about the

topic.

Read the introduction to the story and the question in
UNDERSTANDING THE TOPIC. Then close your
book and just listen to the story on the CD. Think about
the question as you are listening. Don't worry if you don't
understand all of the ideas. Don’t stop the CD to look up
words in your dictionary. When you have finished listen-
ing, try to answer the question.

Next, listen to the story again. This time, read along and
fill in the blanks with words from the box. Check your
answers in the appendix in the back of the book. Now, you
can read the story silently to yourself or listen to the CD as
you read the story one more time.

Next, do the activity called WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Listen to four people’s ideas about the topic. For each per-

son’s idea, circle whether you agree or disagree with the

person. There are threes ways this activity is done:

" Sometimes you fill in a missing word as you listen to the
four people.

* Sometimes you draw a line from the spcaker’s photo-
graph to what that speaker says.

* Sometimes you just listen and circle “disagree.” The
speaker’s opinion is not written.

The answers are in the appendix.
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6 Try to do the activity called EXPRESSING YOQUR
IDEAS by yourself. Use the words in the instructions. Try
to be your own partner! (The activity called SHARING
YOUR OPINIONS is only for the classroom. So don't do

this activity if you use the book alone.

7/ Next, do the activity called THINKING ABOUT THE
TOPIC. Choose the ideas you like, and then try to add

some of your own.

When your finish one topic, choose another one that looks excit-
ing and interesting. Remember, you can choose any topic any-
where in the book.

You can also use this book with a friend. It’s fun to compare your
ideas with another person.

1 H

LRI L0 /mpact Topics is a collection of nearly 30
timely topics that students have
expressed an interest in discussing. The
topics are organized into five categories
or themes, and each topic is carefully
presented with exercises to help students
understand the topics and express their
own ideas and values.

There are many ways you can use the
material in this book to help your stu-
dents improve their listening, speaking
ﬁ?d r;]eading abilities in English. one way is
ike this:

1 Begin by looking over the Contents. There are five cate-
gories: People; Men and Women; Relationships; Society;
and Life. Begin with any category and choose any topic
that is of interest to your student. You do not have to work
from the beginning to the end of the book.

2 After you have selected a topic, introduce the activity GET-
TING READY. Ask the students questions about the pho-
tographs. Then go over the questions, and have the students
answer them individually, wich a partner, or in a small group.
This entire activity should take about five minutes.

3 Next, read the students the brief introduction to the story
in UNDERSTANDING THE TOPIC. This question
helps students focus on the general idea of the story. Make
sure that students know that they do not have to under-
stand all of the ideas or details or all of the words.
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Then have the students listen to the story. They can listen
the first time with their books closed. When they have
finished listening, have them check their answer to the

question.

Students then fill in the blanks in the story with words
from the box. They can do this while reading or while lis-
tening to the CD and following along. The answers are in
the appendix. You might want to go over any difficult
words that you think students need in order to under-
stand the story. You may want to have the students listen
to the story again. This extra listening can help the stu-
dents understand the rhythm, stress and intonation of
naturally spoken English. It also helps them with the pro-
nunciation of words they do not know.

Now have the students do the activity WHAT DO YOU

THINK? The purpose of this activity is to get the students

to think about different opinions or ideas on the topic.

Have the students listen to the opinions of the four people

and decide whether they agree or disagree with each per-

son’s idea. There are three different ways this activity is

done:

* Some statements have a missing word. The students fill
in the missing word as they listen.

* Sometimes students draw a line from the speaker’s pho-
tograph to what that speaker says.

* Sometimes the speaker’s opinion is not written. Students
listen and circle their agreement or disagreement.

The answers to identifying the speakers and their opinions

are in the appendix.

The next activiy SHARING YOUR OPINIONS is an
activity that you direct. It provides a bridge between the
previous activity, WHAT DO YOU THINK? and the
next activity, EXPRESSING YOUR IDEAS. SHARING
YOUR OPINIONS allows the students to hear the
responses of their classmates to the previous activity. This
activity can be done in a number of different ways:

*The teacher can ask individual students for their

reactions.

*The teacher can put the four names (Amy, etc.) on the
board. Point to one of the names, and ask an individual
student about the speaker’s opinion.

* The teacher can ask who agreed or disagreed with a
speaker.

*The teacher can do an opinion poll and ask for reaction
from the class for each of the four characters.

The variations are illustrated in the appendix. They allow
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10

the teacher to model the language so students can do the
next activity more easily. If you think your students do not
need this activity, you can skip it and go on to EXPRESS-
ING YOUR IDEAS.

The activicy EXPRESSING YOUR IDEAS helps stu-
dents discuss or exchange their ideas about the topic with
their classmates. Therefore, it is best done in pairs or in
small groups. There are no right or wrong answers to this
activity. Depending on the chapter and your students, you

could do EXPRESSING YOUR IDEAS first and then
SHARING YOUR OPINIONS. Use these activities flexi-

bly to suit your students or your teaching style.

THINKING ABOUT THE TOPIC is designed to help the
students use their ideas and knowledge of the topic to
examine the topic. Students are usually asked to first work
individually, then in pairs or small groups. Again, there are
no right or wrong answers to this activity.

If a pair or group of students finish the activity early, they
can answer the Bonus question. This question is meant to
expand on the topic.

This 10 steps can take from 45 to 75 minutes, depending on the
English ability of the students and how long you choose to spend
on each activity.

Finally, there are many other activities that you can do as follow-
up work once the students have finished a topic. You might want
to give the students a written assignment on the topic, or ask them
to find some articles in English on the topic, or create a short
debate or role play on the topic.

We hope that your students and you will enjoy using Impact
Topics. Please contact us with your comments and suggestions. We
would love to hear from you.
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GETTING READY ##& &3

Ask your partner this question:

Which of those people do you think are unusual? Why?

UNDERSTANDING THE TOPIC T fi#if:

Twenty-five university students were interviewed by a famous company.

The Guy with

Green Hawr

'

After the interviews three company directors have a meeting,.

Listen to dlCll‘ convcrsatlon and answer the questlon. Whl(/) .\'fl-l(lfﬂt /1() [/78)’ want to bire?

1. the guy with green hair

Listen again and fill in each blank.

against hair important serious

Marcos: Well, I feel the last student was the best.
He was ‘_”’_“"M ‘ , had a wonderful personality
and was funny.
Allen: Are you __ ~?The guy with the
green hair? Are you joking?

Masumi: s the color of his

important? | agree with Marcos. I feel he was great.
Allen: But he had green hair! No serious student
would come to a job interview with green hair!
Masumi: He's just . And 1 feel he has

a lot of courage.

Allen: Different? He sure was! He looked like a
10

2. the intelligent student

different

3. They don't agree.

hire intelligent vegetable

= . Can you imagine him talking to
our customers? With green hair? No way!
Marcos: We can make him change his hair color
after he’s hired, if it bothers you so much.
Masumi: I don't agree with you, Marcos. Hair color
is an part of a person. You can't force
people to change the color of their hair.
Allen: Then let’s not hire him. 'm really

hiring him.

him, I feel

Marcos: Well, if we don't

wed lose a very good person.
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The Guy with Green Hair 0 \

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 7#xi5% % |

Listen to the ideas of these four people. Complete cach statement.
Do you agree with the person? Circle your opinion.

2 . ? v
Ken: [t's OK to wear Susan: It’s a
unusual idea to look like your
to an interview. friends. '
agrec disagree agree dlsagree

Mika: People who look Luis: People who are
different are always
e o e make trouble.
agree disagree SEE PAGE 74.

THINKING ABOUT THE TOPIC Fqi2%

Some people try different fashions to express their personality. But
sometimes it may not be accepted by other people. What is acceptable
for you and what isn’'t? Add your own idea!

I'd do it. Its OK, bucI  No, I wouldn't
dn'tdoit. do it. It's crazy!

dye my hair a different color
have a Mohican hairstyle

pierce my tongue

pierce my nose

wear torn jeans

wear color contact lenses

your idea:

A: Would you dye your hair a different color?
B: No, I wouldn’t do it. Its crazy!

BONUS

Why do some people want to look different?

11
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GETTING READY ##& &%)

Ask your partner these questions:

1. Do you smoke? Why or why not?

2. Are there places where people cannot smoke? Where?

3. Do you think there should be laws about smoking?

UNDERSTANDING THE TOPIC Tf#ifm

Listen to the conversation and answer this question:
Why is he angry?

1. Dave is very sick because he smokes.

2. Dave wants to smoke everywhere but he can't.

3. Dave is angry because cigarettes cost a lot of money.

Listen again and fill in each blank.

freedlom  bar  smoke  smoking section
Jenny: Hi, Dave. How was your flight to Tokyo?
Dave: Oh, man! Unbearable is the right word. And
I'm angry.
Jenny: What happened? What'’s the story?

diloke __ on the airplane. Can

you believe it? | almost died! Are they trying to kill

Dave: [ couldn’t

me or what?
Jenny: There should be a on the air-
plane. You can’t smoke in the 3 area.
Dave: But I want to smoke in my seat. It’s my body
and I can do what I want. I like to smoke in a
! where I can talk to people and relax. 1
like to smoke a : while I'm in deep
thought in my office. I like to smoke after a good
meal in a restaurant. | like to smoke wherever I
want. Why can’t I?
Jenny: Well, Dave, I fully understand your situa-
tion, but...

12

Do You Mind...?

cities

N

smoke-free

cigarette protect

Dave: And It’s getting worse and worse. In some
6 you cant smoke in any building, not
even a bar! And there’s even a law that says people
can't smoke in a bar! How stupid!
Jenny: Dave, I don’t mean to offend you, but the
law is meant to us. I don’t smoke. And
[ don’t want to be forced to smoke. I don’t want to
be forced to smoke while I am on the airplane, in
the bar, in the office building, or in a restaurant. I
want to breathe fresh air. I also have the
to do what I want. Do you agree?
Dave: Well, sure. But we'd better not stay in the
same place all the time, otherwise I'll go crazy.
Jenny: I fully agree. So you can smoke in your
smoking zone. You have freedom to smoke there.
Dave: Do you mind me smoking here?
Jenny: Sorry, this is the smoking-free building,.
Dave: Oh, man!



WHAT DO YOU THINK? X4

Do You Mind...? e

Listen to the ideas of these four people. Complete each statement. Do you agree with the person?

Circle your opinion.
Amy: Smoking is

agree disagree

Jin: There should be a

smoking section on

agree disagree

THINKING ABOUT THE TOPIC e %

Dave is angry because the government has laws against smoking. Governments all over the world have
many laws to make people do or not do certain things, like smoking.

Susan: It is OK for
to
smoke.

agree disagree

Tony: It is very
to stop

smoking.

agree disagree

SEE pAGE 74.

Look at this list. Which of these activities do you think the government should have laws about?

Activity

raising children
number of children
smoking

drinking

education

religion

where you live
where you work
who you marry
the language you speak

what you write about (in newspapers,
books and magazines)

the safety of food
traffic
pornography
clothes

music

sex

sexual harassment

Yes

No

A: Do you think the government
should have laws about drinking?

B: Yes, I do. Drinking is dangerous.
Young people shouldn’t drink.

BONUS

What laws would you make in your

own city? Choose three activities
from the list. Write your own laws
about them.

13
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GETTING READY

HE i T

Ask your partner these questions:

1. What does “addicted” mean?
] You can’t stop doing something.
] You really hate to do something.
1 You earn a lot of money from doing something.

2. What are some things that people are addicted to?

[ Can’t Stop! 3B

UNDERSTANDING THE TOPIC T f##i&&

Michael Chan likes to play video games.

N

Listen to his story and answer this question: [s Michael addicted to playing video games?

Listen again and fill in each blank.

suffers  impossible  computer  adventures

My name is Michael. I'm 15 years old and in
grade 9. I don't like school life because it's éﬁaﬁ 4
[ don’t like ralking with teachers and classmares. I like

» ]

to be by myself. My = hobby is playing video
games. | like many kinds of games such as role-
playing games, real-time strategy, and action games. |
canssit in front of the 2 and play games all
day and night. The time really flies.

[ love video games. Playing games makes me
feel like a different man. In real life, nobody notices

me. But in the game, I can be any person I want to

be. I can be a hero, using a machine gun to carry out

14

addicted

favorite winner

boring

#
£

an 4 mission. | can take 9 to an
exotic land. I love the feeling I get when I win a game.
Ah, what a wonderful feeling! I am a 6 ;
That is such a great feeling,
But, to tell you the truth, my body

7 . I feel pain in my eyes and an ache in my
back. My stomach always gets upset. I fall asleep in
class. I just failed the final exam. And I hate school
even more.

But I can't stop playing games. [ am 8

to it. This is my life, and I love it.



