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ABSTRACT

In the first 500 years including the late Han, WeiJin, and
South — North dynasties, with the culture of Indian Buddhism com-
ing into contact, collision and exchange with that of China, numer-
ous arguments and debates took place among some of the educated
Chinese Buddhists and their opponents including Confucian and
Taoist scholars. This early experience of the Chinese Buddhism
was, fortunately, systematically recorded in Hong Ming Ji, a docu-
ment collection of the Buddhist history, with the purpose of “safe-
guarding the Darma and expounding Buddhism” according to the in-
troduction of the book. The bpok was compiled and written by Seng
You, who was a famous master specializing in the Buddhist disci-
plines in Liang dynasty and spent most of his monastic life at Jian
Chu Temple in Yang Zhou.

Hong Ming Ji has established its fame both at home and abroad
ever since it came out. Not only was it collected into almost all the
Buddhist scriptures in East Asia including China, Japan and korea,
but it has a single version in wide circulation. It is necessary and ir-
replaceable in the research of the philosophy, Confucian school,
Taoism, relations of the Three Teachings and the history of social
lives of the period from the East Han to Liang dynasties. However,

up to now no special study of it has been carried out in our academic
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circle, nor a standard version of it has been published. In fact, there
really needs an overall project for its revising, annotating, checking
or translating so as to improve the quality of the book, thus making
it easy for the reading public. Besides, most of the literary quota-
tions and allusions in the book should be textually criticized, the
contents of the philosophical thinkings and debates also need a new
judgement and explanation according to the contemporary academical
standards.

My dissertation will basically concentrate on the explanation of
the philosophical thinkings, the debates, and the relationship of the
Three Teachings ( Confucian school, Taoism and Buddhism). Sev-
eral other questions in relation to Hong Ming Ji will also be dis-
cussed. They include the misunderstanding of Emptiness (25), the
dating of Indian buddhism spreading to china, The age of the com-
ing out of Mo Zi Li Huo Lun (RFH @), the development of
Taoism in Wei Jin, South — North dynasties. Finally, most of the

literary quotations and allusions in the book are given.
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