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Unit 1
THE LAND

§ Read the text.
The Country

The United States of America has an area of 3, 615, 122
square miles(9. 4 min square kilometers) almost all of which is on
the American continent. lts overseas possessions are mainly small
Pacific Islands ( Guam( % &), Samoa(#E R Z# &), etc.) plus
Puerto Rico(ik % % % % ). There are 50 states and one Federal
District, created as a site for the Federal Capital, Washington, and
known as the District of Columbia(# X B4 K ).

The USA is considered to be the fourth largest country in the
world. The 48 conterminous( & L. 69) states extend from latitude
25° N to 50° N and longitude 125° W to 67° W. From New York
in the East to San Francisco or Los Angeles in the West, i. e. from
the Atlantic coast to the Pacific coast, you have to travel more
than 4, 500 km and leave behind four time zones. The other two
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states, Alaska and Hawaii, are situated respectively near the Arctic
circle and in the tropical part of the Pacific Ocean(3, 200km from
the mainland).

Thanks to these geographical extremes, different parts of the
country range from moist rain forest areas to arid desert regions
and bald mountain peaks. Mount McKinley( % 4 #].1;) in Alaska
of 20, 320 feet(6, 194 meters) above sea level is the highest point
in the USA, while part of Death Valley(3t.%-) in California is 282
feet(89 meters) below sea level. The West is an extensive
mountain area occupying approximately one-third of the United
States and is a region of tremendous variety, which can be subdi-
vided into various other areas. It consists of high ranges of the
Cordillera( /5] bk, £-%.Li#k) parallel to the Pacific Coast cul-
minating on its eastern border in the Rocky Mountains( % % .1 fk )
(a high, discontinuous chain of mountains with peaks of 13,000
and 14, 000 feet), which, in their turn, stretch from mountainous
Alaska down to Mexico. These mountains are rich in resources
such as gold, lead and uranium.

Among high mountains at the western edge of the Cordillera
— the Sierra Nevada( W 4 3% .4 Bk ), the Cascades("% ¥ % 4% .,
#k) and the Coastal Ranges(# 4 Ly Bk ) — there are broad, fertile
valleys and large plateau regions with canyons, cliffs and basins
that contain many important metals, oil and natural gas.

The heart of the United States is a vast plain, which extends
from Central Canada southwards to Mexico and from the
Cordillera eastwards to the Appalachian Mountains( ¥ 2.3 32 & .1,
#k ) . These interior plains, which rise gradually like a saucer to
higher land on all sides, are divided into two major parts: the
eastern portion is called the Central Phins( ¥ 3 4& 3 ) and the
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western portion — the Great Plains( X % /&), both of which have
good soil.

The Appalachian Mountains — a chain of low, almost un-
broken mountains — are extremely rich in coal and iron. These
mountains are at the western edge of the Atlantic coastal plain,
which is a long, gently rolling lowland area. These coastal plains
are very flat: nowhere in Florida, for example, is more than 350
feet above sea level. The soil is very poor, except in the fertile
southern part — the Cotton Belt(#% %441 % ) of the Old South
and the citrus country of Central Florida.

Hawaii is a chain of twenty islands, only seven of which are
inhabited. The mountainous islands were formed bs,i volcanic ac-
tivity and there are still a number of active volcanoes.

i Vocabulary !
| overseas #SM#9,MIH  possession(RAIMF AE, AR |
D district AFHE R, ste 433, %5 |
g conterminous 7 % Fl A #4840, B4 AR — AR AH l
| latitude 84 longitude % & ;
; coast # K&, %KM E mainland X B, & £ !
| extreme B-sk#y, Kbt kA, A i
! arid F3#; %8 lead %3l ;848 ;4% :
| fortle $ 79, Rks, F# pltean # '
| basin &% southward(s) ¢ # |
! eastward(s) @& volcano X.L i

IF" Supply answers to the following questions.
1) Where is the United States of America situated?

2) What parts does the country consist of?
3) What makes the USA the fourth largest country in the world?
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4) Why is the United States called a country of geographical extremes?
5) How can the physical features of the West be characterized?

6) What part of the USA is compared with a saucer?

7) What region is rich in coal and iron?

8) What is special about Hawaii?

&J Read the text and pick out the facts you did not know before.
Rivers

The United States has several immensely long rivers. There
are a large number of rivers in the eastern part of the country, the
longest of which is the Missouri( % % 2.7) (4, 740 km), a tribu-
tary of the Mississippi( % % &}t #7) (3, 950 km). The Mississippi-
Missouri system extends for over 6,000 km before entering the
Gulf of Mexico( % % & &) near New Orkeans(# £ R B ). Two
other tributaries of the Mississippi — the Ohio( 4% % 4% ) and
Tennessee(E %% # ) — are more than 1, 500 km long.

In the West the Rio Grande(# 2 4&), which forms part of
the United States-Mexico border, flows for 3,016 km and only '
the Colorado(# ¥ 35 % ) (2, 320 km), Columbia( & 4 3t %.57)
(2, 240km) and the San Joaquin( % 4% 4 #7) - Sacramento( # %4
113637 ) river systems reach the Pacific.

iJ Read the text. Say whether it is connected with the preceding texts of the
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Unit or not.
Weather and Climate

Virtually every type of climate can be found somewhere in the
United States — from arctic in Alaska to subtropical in Florida.
The climate is not generally temperate, despite the latitude, be-
cause the tremendous size of the North American land mass
heightens the extreme variations in temperature and precipitation,
especially in the central regions( in Dakota(i& #44 M ) temper-
atures have reached a maximum of 49 and a minimum of
-607T).

Most of the country has a humid continental climate with hot
summers and cold winters, while the lack of natural barriers either
to the north of south allows cold, dry air to flow south from
Canada and warm, humid air north from the Gulf of Mexico,
giving rise to spectacular weather of every possible type in the
Great Plains and Midwest( §* %3¢ ). Summers are hot and very
humid in this region and rainfall decreases to the west as a result of
the rain shadow created by the West Pacific Range and the Sierra
Nevada. The southwest portion of the Great Plains is the hottest
and most arid region of the United States, with precipitation,
mostly in the form of summer showers, averaging less than 250
mm a year.

The Pacific coast is almost rainless in the summer, although
there is often fog. In winter there is frequent drizzle, but the cli-
mate remains generally warm and dry, especially in California.

. The eastern part of the country is moderately rainy, with the
precipitation fairly well distributed throughout the year. Summers
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tend to be extremely humid, especially along the coast of Texas
(## % %2 M) and Florida. :

. -
i Vocabulary |
| temperate e (AR) precipitation H(7)¥ |
. average F3,FHAKE drizde FJ&; TL4L® i
L oo e ]

E} Read the text. Is there any new information here as compared with the
information of the text “The Country”?

Natural Resources

The United States possesses vast non-fuel natural resources.
The major resource is iron, three quarters of which comes from
the Lake Superior( # s&#) /R #) region of the Great Lakes( k %
# ). Other basic metals and minerals mined on a large scale are
zinc, copper, silver and phosphate rock(used for fertilizers). This
wealth is distributed throughout most of the country, but Texas
and the West(especially California) are the most important min-
eral-producing areas. Mining and quarrying account for only about
2% of GNP(E K 4 = ¥14).

The United States produces one quarter of the world’s coal
and one seventh of its petroleum, with sufficient coal reserves to
last for hundreds of years. About half of the nation’s electric
power comes from coal-fired power stations, while natural and
manufactured gas supply more than 33% of the nation’s power.
The main gas fields are found near the main oil fields in Texas,
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