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A tribute to the new era of poster designing

An intemational poster designing compefition to be held at the tum of the century wil be of areat
significance If you look back at the history of poster designeig, you will “ind that the 20th century
is an mportant stage This glamorous century is marked with great and encouraging changes =
oolitics, society, economy and culture, all of which have been reflected through posters -- & ‘orm
of mass media that embodics a lot of ideas. At the beginning of this oentury. poster enterec into
a golden age with its revolutionary concepts of designing. Also prompting the developmen: of
poster is the ever-developing printing technology. which helps enhance the visual mpac: and
croativity of posters. But, on the other hand, the development of audio-visual med-a and other
electronic media gave a serious blow to poster industry. Though, after Iving up 1o that new
challenge, poster designing entercd a new era of development

In fact, wherever you go today, you will see posters. Poster exhibitions have beer held in rmajor
art museums all over the world in recent years, The importance of poster desigring has been fully
recognized. In 1966, the first international poster biannual exhibition was held in Warsaw. Poland
and established itself as an mportant nternational event for art designing. In 1985, an in‘ernational
poster competition was introduced in Japan and has been held every taree years ever since. In

the same year, Fintand started its biannual international poster competition, too. In 1990 Mexico

followed the suit and launched its own biannual poster

competitions and exhibitions, held around the world one after another. increased exchanges
botween designers globally and also attracted many who foved the art of poster designing. Plus
the publication of yearbocks of poster designing and many theses, poster has grown to bo a very

popular instrument of visual art.

I this century. China's i y E with ounterpart.
Al the beginning of this century, Shanghai and Hong Kong enjoyed a brilliant history of poster
designing But the development of modern poster designing art. whether on Chinese mamland,

ir Hong Kong or Taiwan. dated baok only o last several deoades. With therr different backgrounds,

designers in each place have written tharr own history of development. The postcr association i
Teiper has teamed up with its counterparts m Shenzhen. Macao and Hong Kong to host postor
exhibibons under the title of "Communication” In Taiper and other cities home and abroad over
the years. Guilin has established a match box designers' association and held a poster exnibition
under the title of "Sign 2000" The country's first internationat poster competiticn was held by a
cultural organization in Hong Kong. This year, more than 10 Chinese desigrer entered the Warsaw
International Biannual Poster Competition. a sign of breakthrough for Chinese artists on the
international platform. The first International Poster Competition to be held by the Shanghar Grapnic:
Design Association was surely an important event. We Invited famous poster designers from
home and abroad. This event could be viewed as a conclusion of the poster designing arl of *he
20th century.

1 wish his to be a tribute to a new era of designing.

Kan Ta-keung
anuary 3, 1999






Interaction?

At e ona of last year [ recaived an nvilation from Stangt- Grapnic Designers Association

nviting me to particpate n Shanghar Intermational Poster Invitational bxhib 9y And the
theme will oe Interaction.

Out of curiosty sbout what exacily interaction tyoah, right, another figh-tech term neans. | dig

out my dichionary and here it Any viay,
and promotion among one and atlers

lo..nded barely one year ago, SGDA s now going for internalional poster exbibition 11 1s an
audacious attempt in respect of either professicnal expertse ana experence. Back then it cocurres
0 me as unprecytated and | was unsure abeut wihai to expect.

A tile: later their entry form reaches me. The design :s so fine and delicate .t should oe rated as a
raze phenorenon in China.

Apparently the preparatior 18 proceeding in a orderly and pragmatic faghion.

Inutations are sent out Lo fop designers i various courtnies. the exhibition 1s held in Shanghar Art

Museurn and open to the public. There 3 ds and for nd sermmars

drg the extibition.

The: whole event is formal. impeceable and frankiy, rot any difercrt from similar eternational
Bvenis

On Christmas Eve. J recenved a 2all from Mr Sher. he was so excited and told me the responses
and works they recenved had far cutreached therr expectation. among (hem there waie numerous
world-class masters And as of ths New Year, they received more than 300 posters!

This 18 unprecedented. Makes one wonder just why so iy

xcellent designers are attracted to
this event, Mayoe this 1s the magic of Great Shanghan, or 1t is the cuosity about professional

even's of this kind hekd in mainland Ching, or because cf the genuine eflorts of SGDA Whatover

son. this exhibition did stirulate communicators, and promations and this s what else,
the theme.

O the thresiuig of the new il the yourg SGDA s dong the most mean+igiul things.
hey recognize the mportance of communication and they nexcr cease to absorb, tc progress. 1o

suronse and to mature.

Wang Xu

January. 1999






Encoding Life

Nobody dotibts the entering nto a new century will be accompanied by a lot of changes
In our lives. In particular, life will be digitized; it could pe described as a grandiose way of
anew life.

In the world of numbers. Shanghai does not exist as a name piace, but as a number,

00862": nether thousand year change but the millernium bug: nc place for M. Zharg the

no souvenir of the calendars of the thirties. out *440

Third but some one nemgd “http.
x 1440 DPI; no International Poster Exhibition, just 56 K...

Of course we want to live Ir this digitized era Simultaneously we live in Shanghal. Shanghai,
at its beginning was a city open to the international world: as in its archdecture. or i its
inhabitants spint. the interaction with foreigners left deep traces.

At the beginning of the 21~ century, Shanghai organize this great event. the Poster
Exhibition, to express clearly that Shanghai wants to play 1ts role of broging mland China
with tne rest of the wond.

The Chinese culture is a great culture, and it 1s a culturo able to receive influsnces tom
1ne outside. but i the same time not hampered by nfluences: taking the alien influence
and absorbing It to make it a part of itself, and finally enriching itself ano the rest of the
world by this new contribution.

With this culture coming from the realms of time and welcoming nevs changes makes
China a natural place for the art of Design.

To day. 1999 signals an end and at the same time a beginning, a dozen of countries with
designer works are exhibited in Shanghai, and hundreds. thousands of people will atterd,
showing the force of numbers.

'We hope this Poster Exhibition shows to Shanghai the world, whist presenting Shangnai
to the world, and, maybe. making the Shanghai Poster Exhibition o a regular event for

the Designing world 7!

Ma Degang
January 15, 1999
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