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Abstract

This thesis has incorporated others, previous research, their methods
and their results as a foundation for the research presented. The study of
the Kazakh people’s ethnic development will be presented from an anthro-
pological perspective, using existing historical texts and materials as well
as personal field study research to address three primary areas.

The first topic to be addressed is the theory of ethnic process. The
history of the Kazakh people’s ethnic process will follow. The author will
also present research on the Kazakh people of today and the vital factors
contributing to their development. The formation of the Kazakh people
and how it took shape, the process in which Kazakhs came to migrate
from Kazakhstan to the People’s Republic of China, and their subsequent
interprovincial migration will also be addressed. Furthermore, the author
will look at the Kazakh people of today, their cultural and economic de-
velopment and the cultural changes exhibited due to their former relation-
ship with the Soviet Union. In summary, this work will seek to present
some of the Kazakh people’s unique features, and the reasons those u-
nique features exist. Gathered from the most prominent aspects of their
history, the author’s opinion is that the Kazakh people’s uniqueness lies
in 1ts formation from several distinct tribes. They include: the Yue Ji
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Bie, Mongolian, Tu Jue and several other local tribes. As these tribes in-
termixed and intermarried acculturation took place and a new ethnically
distinct group was formed. The transnational existence of the Kazakh peo-
ple is seen as a result of the Soviet Union’s invasion of their land. This
invasion also affected their methods of living, religion, education etc. In
comparing the two, the Kazakh people of China were poor and destitute
before Liberation. They lived a poor nomadic existence. The previous
government sowed seeds of discord between ethnic groups in order to
weaken them and maintain control over them. After Liberation, the Kaza-
kh people were considered equals among the peoples of the Communist
Party. In contrast, the Kazakhs of Kazakhstan were influenced by the So-
viet invasion and socialist revolutionary thought, being synchronized into
the Soviet culture. This resulted in their losing their distinctiveness and
becoming Soviet in nature. In the author’s opinion, ethnic groups follow
the political and cultural systems that most benefit them as a whole.
Kazakhstan’s declaration of independence from the Soviet Union was
largely due to the lack of economic and ethnic policy benefits offered by
the Soviet political system.

By comparing areas of geopolitical conflict with those areas where
there is a peaceful co — existence of people of varied ethnic groups we may
conclude that the best way to insure the progress and development of the
Kazakh people is to follow the policies of Jiang Ze Min, where mutual
trust, mutual benefit, equality and cooperation rules.
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