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ABSTRACT

The fact that human beings are social animals
determines that there must be two opposite forces:
selfishness and altruism that exist simultaneously in human
being. Pure selfishness or pure altruism cannot be human
beings’ realistic choice. Therefore, the problem how to find
the unification of the contradiction between selfishness and
altruism becomes one of the most important problems that
are faced to the human being who lives in the society and the
society that is composed of human beings. In this
dissertation, I choice the “Adam Smith Problem” as the
starting point. In the base of absorbing the thoughts of
economics, I use the basic principles of Marxism theory of
human being to completely analyze the theoretical and
practical relations between selfishness and altruism in the
condition and background of market-economy. In theoretical
dimension, I define the meaning of selfishness and altruism
in terms of three elements: logic, value and institution, and
clarify the distinction between self-regard and selfishness,
altruism and non-selfishness. 1 also examine the
contradictory relations between selfishness and altruism

from the logic, value, institution and behavior point of
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views. The conclusion explodes the myth that in economics
there needs no altruism. In practical dimension, I illustrate
the realistic conflict between selfishness and altruism by
analyzing the social-historical root, object_ive foundation,

. . “ »
subjective reason and institutional reason. From the “norm

[ ”

and stimulate ”, 1 examine the advantages and
disadvantages, the status and function of the economic,
ethic and legal methods for pursuing the unification of
selfishness and altruism. I conclude that the key to the
unification of the contradiction between selfishness and
altruism in the condition of market-condition lies in the
realizing the truth that selfishness can only be realized in the
prerequisite of altruism. Meanwhile, the society must
focuses on the construction of the valid stimulating
mechanism to augment man’s altruism behavior in the base
of normalization of man’s selfish behavior. To pursue the
unification of the contradiction between selfishness and
altruism is the objective requisite to ultimately transcend the
contradiction between selfishness and altruism, and realize

the complete and free development of human being.
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