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Journal for the Study of Christian Culture
Editor’s Foreword and Invitation
to Future Contributors of the Journal

There are not many truths in the world. All that we concern
ourselves with, study and expound on, have their premise in our
cultural heritage; they are often elaborations of time-tested truths,

or inferences from the wisdom of our forefathers.

However, the paths taken in search of truth are many. There-
fore, we have the many independent yet interrrelated religions and
cultures. Different religions and cultures encounter one another
through dialogue or confrontation, resulting in the sharing of spiri-

tual convictions and the renewal of cultural creativity.

Over the last two thousand years, Christian faith and culture
have been fundamental and pervasive forces in tthe West. The in-
trinsic spirit of Christianity permeates science, art, and all aspects

of the social structures of the West. So what we in China call
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“Western learning”, to a great extent, has its roots in Christian

thought and culture.

With the coming of Western learning to the East, the develop-
ment of Chinese culture throughout the past hundred years has been
inseparable from the confluence and conflict between Chinese learn-
ing and Western learning in their different approaches to the search
for truth, and in their variance in social order, philosophy and value
system. Debates over these cultural issues help identify and charac-
terize the traditionalist versus the modernist, the conservative ver-

sus the liberal.

Recently in China, reflections on the painful lesson of history
and the trend of integration with the modern world have revealed
that our existing cultural climate is, in reality, becoming increasing-
ly similar to that of the West. Not only has this new affinity facili-
tated more dialogue between China and the West, but it has ren-
dered the argument between form and function, and the rivalry for
cultural superiority meaningless. We should not be looking for
quick, simple answers. Rather, we should pause for a moment of

reflection in the course of these ideological struggles and debates.
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For Chinese scholars, the study of Christian culture should be a
calm, deliberate effort to explore the spiritual foundations of Wes-
tern culture, an effort which could in turn inspire a more perceptive
understanding of Chinese culture itself. Such a study can seek to
learn from the concepts of Christian culture, but the experience of
survival of the Chinese people must serve as its basis. Only then can

there be deep and meaningful dialogue between the thought-worlds

of China and the West,

The Journal for the Study of Christian Culture is sponsored by
the Institute for the Study of Christian Culture at the Renmin (Peo-
ple’ s) University of China, and is supported by Professional &
Educational Services International, Inc. (PESI) and the Publishing
House of People’ s Daily. This will be a biannual refereed journal,
We welcome articles on the dialogue between Chinese culture and
Christianity, the study of Christian thinkers, the interpretation of
Christian doctrines and classics, Christian culture and literature, the
relationship between Christianity and social ethics, and the history
of Christianity in China. We also welcome book reviews and intro-
ductions to new books. The Chinese titles of the different sections
of the Journal are quotations from Nestorian writings, in commem-

oration of the arrival of Christianity in China.
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There is no official limit to the length of each article, but a
general guideline would be 8,000 to 15, 000 words. Please submit
the article in type-written form on A, size paper, or on disk; foot-
notes should be listed at the bottom of each page. Along with the
article, kindly also submit a 500-word abstract in both Chinese and
English, as well as a 200-word introduction to the author. Please

refer to the first issue of our Journal for the required format.

The search for truth brings us into dialogue with the Wise and
the Virtuous, and with “the Other”, calling us to listen in silence
and soliloquy. Embracing the spirit of “harmony in diversity”, this
Journal wishes to create a forum for the meeting of minds between

secular and religious scholars of China and the West.

Institute for the Study of Christian Culture
Renmin University of China
Address:P. O. Box 7,
Renmin University of China,
Beijing,100872,China
Tel/Fax:(86-10)62514619

E-mail : meiying@public. bta. net. cn
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