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The Foreword for the Former Qingdao

Yan Lijin

I have a strong attachment to Qingdao —— my hometown since I was
born and brought up here! For the past few decades, whether working at the
Museum or at the Library, where at home or abroad, I have been collecting
photos of Qingdao. In the process of time I have got plenty of them. Each of
them being a record of what once took place, they reflect the historical
changes of this place. The sight of them can bring one to contemplate and
meditate a lot. Here I have sorted them out to share with the readers.

Qingdao lies at the southern tip of shangdong peninsular, which is high in
the east and low in the west in geography, Jiaozhou Bay is its inner bay.
Mountainous region here covers about 15.5% of its total area, among which
the highest peak of Mount Laoshan hits 1,132.7 meter, boasting No.1
mountain in height along China's coastal line. The average temperature of the
urban area is 12.2°C. The coldest January averages -1.2°C and the hottest
month is August the average temperature being 25.1°C.

The name of “Qingdao” (great island) initially appeared in the old History
of Jimo County. It was a small coastal fishing village under the jurisdiction of
Renhua Town in the reign of Emperor Tongzhi of the Qing Dynasty. The
record says, “Tiny Qingdao, located on the opposite bank of Huaizikou (i.
e. the mouth of Jiaozhou Bay), is the only route to the sea.”(Haicheng,
Xianyaoxun) Another record says, “The western bay of Qingdao can berth
over ten boats.” (Haicheng,Xiaoyaoxun) According to the local old people,
the place was named "Island” though it was actually a village. It thus becomes
the custom that village are named islands, for example, Maidao(Mai Island),
Yindao(Yin Island), and Huangdao(Huang Island) etc. From the record of
Wanli Period in the Ming Dynasty, it is known that, “The Huaizikou,
Dongjiawan and other coastal places were ports by which boats from Huai
had to pass.”(Views on the Local Affairs by Xu Ting)

It served as a business port as early as in the Ming Dynasty. Owing to the
closed-doorism policy along with corruption of the government, the national
strength got so weakened that its function as a key military or business port
failed to extend.

Around the 19th century the capitalism sprang up in the western world
and these countries were rapidly expanding their power around the world.
The Qing Government retreated at the strike of ships and cannons from the

imperialists. The capitalists were eagerly looking for ports as entrance to
China for cultivation. Therefore Jiaozhou Bay became one of their targets in
North China.

In 1883 (the 10th year in the reign of Emperor Guangxu) China was
defeated by France in the Vietnam War. “Xu Jingcheng, one of the
ministers, proposed in his memorial to the throne that a naval base
should be set up in the place of Jiao'ao in defense of the county since the
bay is the most suitable place for that purpose. Besides, the westerners
have long been eager to seize it due to its strategic importance.” (History
of Jiao'ao, History of development, Development of Historical Defense)
It is obvious from these words that Qingdao had caught the attention of
the West since then.

Just as predicted, Rev Frank H. Chalfant, a missionary from the U.S.,
detected the importance of Qingdao as a port after his traveling and exploring.
He wrote an article around 1890, which was Published by Shanghai Press. It
reads, “The outside of Qingdao is elegant and magnificent while its inside is
strong and tightly-joined. In the east there is Mount Laoshan and in the west
is Mount Zhushan. Huaizikou of Shuangshanxia forms an inner port and can
berth more than 50 warships. With Xuejiadao Island serving as a block in the
south and Pingtuandao Island standing in the north, it is just like the Strait of
Gibratar between the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean. One cannon in
station, even tens of thousands of invading warships would be powerless.
Mines could be laid around Huangdao Island while Yindao Island could serve
as a shipyard to manufacture warships. It is really a spectacle of Shandong
and a wonder of China!” During the war between China and Japan in 1894,
missionaries from the West all fled to Yantai Port that was the seat of their
parish. Rev. Frank H. Chalfant proposed to the commander-in-chief in the
American navy that a ship be assigned to send missionaries from Qingdao to
Yantai. He said in praise of Qingdao, “numerous hills, the clear sky and the
vast sea make it a resort free from wars.” ©

Some documents say, “Qingdao is also named Qindao.” Actually Qingdao
has never been called Qindao. The origin of Qindao, in my understanding,
came from a re-translation from German map into Chinese, mis-translating
Qingdao into Qindao. As in Chinese, Qing pronounced similarly to Qin,
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hence the name of "Qindao". Althouth the word in Chinese evokes beautiful
imaginations, the above saying is not historically true.

Qingdao, as a new city, has managed to develop greatly in the challenging
world in a little more than a hundred years. It has even succeeded in becoming
the only partner city with Beijing for hosting the Olympics in 2008. The
achievements overjoy us and at the same time set us to meditate and trade her
cultural tradition.

From the earliest unearthed relics in Qingdao, we know that in as early as
the Zhou Dynasty, Dongyi, a major component of Chinese nation, lived in
this arca. When the Kingdom of Zhou unified the central China, Qingdao,
known as the Place of Qi, was allocated to Jiang Ziya. The ruler adopted the
policy of “following the old the practice and simplifying its civilities.” Up
to the time when Guanzhong was the prime minister he followed the practice
of “appointing people on their virtue and ability.” That is to say, competence
was regarded as the most important factor. They were trying to introduce
foreign cultures and at the same time to develop and bring into full play the
individual's potential.

When Germany rented this place by force, the people of Qingdao
silently drew nutrition from the advanced culture and got themselves
enriched though they strongly rebelled out of patriotic feeling. Qingdao
beer is a good example. This beverage catered only to the taste of the
Europeans when it was first introduces here. When the local people
took charge of the brewery they made numerous changes and
improvement and now it has become a famous Chinese brand. The annual
International Beer Festival has been attracting more and more tourists
from home and abroad. It can be safely said that there are more people
who know Qingdao beer than those who are familiar with the city.

That is why Qingdao has a nickname of International Architecture Fair.
Scattering in the city are various styles of architectures from different cultures
and different countries, which makes it different from most other Chinese
cities whose outlooks are of little variety. This should be ascribed to its open
and tolerant social atmosphere. It is understandable that so many Qing royalties
chose to reside in Qingdao when the Qing Dynasty came to an end, that in
1930s a lot of famous scholars and writers (including Wen Yiduo, Lao She,

Shen Congwen, Xiao Hong, etc.) gathered in Qingdao who brought more
cultural glory to the city. Thanks to this ideological root we now have Haier,
Hisense and many other world-famous brands and corporations in Qingdao.

Qingdao people have also been known for their boldness to try things
never done before. Even in the Spring and Autumn Period, politicians of Qi
succeeded in their political reform, which was filled with challenge.

The first traveling road for motor vehicles was built in Qingdao known as
Tailiu Road. Therefore we could say that all traveling roads in current China
could find their origin here. Besides it has one of the earliest public
libraries£-Jiaozhou Library and Chian's first modern agricultural experimental
study started from Qingdao which opened a window for the Chinese people
to explore the universe by means of modern scientific technology.

Historical development has its pulse to detect. Without the construction
of Qingdao Stadium in 1930s, there might not be the fame of PE hometown
or Soccer Hometown of Qingdao, nor would there be so many outstanding
athletes. If not for the cultural education and quality accumulation over 100
years, there would not be those shining stars on current China's cultural
stage. Without the foundation of marine study established in the upper half
of the 20th century, we could not have the glory of marine science research
city of today's Qingdao, nor would there be lots of academicians in marine
science.

Over the past 100 years, Qingdao overcame many invasions from the
imperialists and left indelible track in developing of China’ history, especially
“the May 4th Movement”, which served as illumination of modern Chinese
culture and the beginning of people’s defense for the nation. There is no other
city like this in the history of Chinese city's development. The history of
Qingdao is a miniature of modern China's history. It serves as a milestone for
Chinese people to accept new idea, to adopt new technology and to stand up
indomitably.

Let us remember each agonizing but spurring shot. Do not forget the
nation's humiliation in the past and let us work hard to build China into a
prosperous and powerful country.

@ Quoted from the manuscript of The First Discoverer of Qingdao by Deng Hua
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Qingdao is a new city developed from an old place. In 1891, the Qing
Government set up defenses in Jiao'ao, which laid the foundation for the
construction of a town. From 11/1897 to 11/1914, it was occupied by Germany;
from 11/1914 to 11/1922, it was seized by Japanese invaders; from 12/1922 to
4/1929, it was under the rule of the Beiyang Government; from 4/1929 to 12/
1937, it was under the rule of Nanjing KMT Government; from 1/1938 to 9/
1945, it was again seized by Japanese: from 9/1945 to 6/1949, it was returned
and remained under the rule of Nanjing KMT Government with the help of the
U.S. In June 1949, it was liberated by the PLA and has since then started its new

era of socialist construction.
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Official Seal of Jimo County in the Song Dynasty (unearthed in Jimo County) Ram-head carvings made in the Han Dynasty

BEENRE : HI A BLE,

Characters on the Official Seal: Seal of Jimo County

EBMEBE FELURGEER RS, EHEANZEAE
o sl A R AHEHIR S B E S T i,
Stone Buddha Statue of the Northern Wei dynasty It was originally placed
in Longquan Temple of Linzi County in Shandong. The Japanese plundered
itand attempted to ship it to Japan. They had to give it up under the pressure
of the strong resistance of the Chinese people. Now the statue is kept at
Qingdao Museum.




.3\_"

™
Py
=y
.":".

A
9
W
Z i
=,
==

-
G paw
< \
e
=
5 P

Al

oY
o~
;

B3 v 65 5 de S R

A
Bt S D o R N
B Bk B0 8 B IR R N X o

oty %ﬂ;;ﬁ&ﬂ Yae S
'
e e o i 2 0 3B 0 e

i3 #
e B o

%
g
K

ERWE RGN s
P ex
3

[

PEIS V= RN

ysz
#nbﬁﬁ

«
‘.

§5
o
bR B33 ol

Y
=
S

™
B
S5 G o 40 38 3 e S

PR 2R e diE bl o N B da s e
Y 0 30 o e e e o B ) B 1 R o>

MymET R
Y

B b b st

6w dga

3

~

LA (8914 ), BB T AL ACK DRI [a] B RIS &R, N ERISEANTERE % HLE(I8IIE)SH To RN BRI

A EAE P BEWS o )4 /5 Y, 8 5 3 I8 L R TS IR 5K o St 90 473 g SRR SCAHH T 8 1R A 8 (IR 2 e A ) 422 | ik
In 1891, Li Hongzhang, accompanied by Zhang Yao, Governor of Shandong Province, BE,BEER . R REEE TRRE-ISEE )

inspected Jiao'ao Bay and suggested that defenses be set up in the place. This was approved The Old Yamen (Government Office). In the spring of 1892, Zhang Gaoyuan built the Government
by Emperor Guangxu on June 14 of the same year. Office popularly known as Lao Yamen. It is near the Temple of Tianhou (Heavenly Empress) in

Qingdao Village.
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A Chinese Fort at the cape of Front Sea built
in the Qing Dynasty. In May 1Zhang
Gaoyuan, Dengzhou Garrison Commander,
began to station his army in Jiao'ao upon
orders. In spring, 1892, ofter allivtng at
Qingdao, he built forts and emplacements
on Qingdao Hill and Tuandao (named Niwa
Village then) and stationed troops in several
camps there. (History of Jiao'ao, History of
Development I)
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Front Sea of Qingdao in 1908
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Zhangjia Village Church in Juye
County, Shandong The people of
Mopan Village in Juye County,
greatly indignant at the action of
German missionaries, killed two of
the missionaries on November 1,1897
with the help of members from the
Broadsword Society. That is the

famous “Pretext of Juye Incident”.
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German Navy Landing at Qingdao in November 1897.
The German emperor wanted to occupy Qingdao for a
long time. On hearing the news of “Juye Incident”, he
ordered hastily the East Sea Fleet Commander with his
troops to leave Shanghai. The fleet pretended to head for
Japan, but on November 14,1897, they suddenly landed
at Qingdao.
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1897 Z1914 LB RHBEAKE FIEM T+ HAFEAZ)
A German Camp in Qingdao (1897-1914), now the seat of Ocean University
of China.

BELSOMNBEEFRIMNRE
A border stone set by the Germans
during the occupation period .
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“Jiao'ao Concession Agreement” On March 6, 1898, Germany forced the Qing
Government to sign “Jiao'ao Concession Agreement” which stipulated that an area of
540 km?2 to the south of Baishahe River, and a pavt of Jiaozhou be leased to Germany.
The time limit of the lease was 99 years. At the beginning, the German Government

named the area “German Jiaozhou” after the Bay.

BUENLAEE S SAERNBEARESZEESRSE
The Shandong local officials of the Qing Royal Count and German Jiao'ao
Governor met at Qingdao
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Sun Yatsen in Qingdao In 1912 Mr. Sun Yatsen made a speech in Qingdao
and had a group photo taken to mark the occasion with people of various

circles. The person in front middle is Mr. Sun Yatsen.
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The Japanese fleet landing at Laoshan Bay (on September 18, 1914) In
August 1914, World War I broke out. Japan declared war on Germany
when it found that Germany was deep in the war and could not take care
of its affairs in the east. On August 27, the second fleet of Japan arrived at
laoshan Bay and they immediately blocked the sea of Qingdao. On
September 2, the Japanese army landed at Longkou and occupied Yexian,
Pingdu, Jimo and the eastern section of Jiaoji Railway. On November 7,
the German troops surrendered themselves to their Japanese counterparts.
Qingdao is the only battlefield in Asia during the First World War.
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Repatriating the POWs In 1914, German prisoners of war were
sent to Japan by ship from Shazikou.
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Removing Street Lamps The Japanese troops did not
even let slip the street lamps. They dismantled them and
shipped them to Japan.
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“The May 4th Movement” breaking out  On January 4, 1919, the Chinese Government presented a note to the
Japanese Government demanding the cancellation of the war zone and the withdrawal of the Japanese and English
troops from China. Japan not only refused but also even outrageously imposed the notorious “Twenty-one
Demands” on China in an attempt to vanquish China. The Chinese people were strongly opposed to that. On May
4. students in Beijing were the first to march out of their campuses in demonstration procession to demand the

recovery of the sovereignty of Qingdao. Qingdao problem was the spark to ignite the May 4th Movement.
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The Return of Qingdao In 1922 Qingdao returned to the embrace of China
after being under the rule of German and Japanese imperialists for a quarter of
a century




