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Unit One Sports and Beyond
e

Your favorite muscular, cute, handsome sports stars will chat with you face to face about their
secrets of success on the playing field. “In my wildest dreams ,I haven’t had this possibility,” said
Ronaldo , the World Cup’s most valuable player.

In addition, while cheering for their triumph, the audience, as well as we the readers, can’t help
thinking about the controversial issues related with sports competitions, such as gamesmanship or
cheating , fair play or black whistles, financial benefits or cultural clash with the hosts of the
world sports competitions. Different opinions about these issues are as follows.
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Warm-up Questions

1. Who was entitled the World Cup’s most valuable player?
2. What did this player overcome to get this title?

3. Where was the 2002 World Cup Final held?

4. Where is Brazil?

Ronaldo’s' Sweetest Vindication
By Jere Longman

OKOHAMA, Japan, June 30th. Four years ago, Ronaldo entered the World Cup as a two-time
international player of the year and left in mysterious failure as Brazil fell meekly to France in the

final. In the intervening years, a ligament in his knee came unraveled, and so, it appeared, did
his career.

Given a chance at redemption at 25, Ronaldo seemed fresh and determined in this World Cup,
the first played in Asia. His legs, now sturdy and full of dance, scored eight goals in seven
matches, including two in tonight’s final as Brazil® defeated Germany, 2 -0, and captured its
fifth global championship.

When he left the field in the 90th minute to deserving applause, soon to be named the
tournament’s most valuable player, Ronaldo had collected his 11th and 12th career goals in the
World Cup. This tied him for third place on the career list with none other than Pel,. his
countryman and the man who persuaded him not to fall into despair when his knee betrayed him.

Later, Ronaldo draped himself in Brazil’s national flag and flapped his arms as if he might fly out
of International Stadium, which was filled with 69,029 spectators, all of whom got their money’s
worth, Finally, he was carried aloft on the shoulders of his appreciative teammate Rivaldo as

cameras flashed like strobe lights in an end zone packed with the celebratory samba drums of
Brazilian fans.
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“I would be telling a lie if I wouldn’t consider that every time I step on a pitch, it’s a victory for

.3.
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me,” Ronaldo said. “Every time I score a goal, enter a ground to play with my team, is a
victory. I can play, I can defend my country. This is a huge step for me. Even if I wasn’t world
champion, I would be happy.”

Not since Gerd Muller of West Germany delivered 10 goals in six matches in 1970 has there been
such a prolific scorer in the World Cup. Muller is the career leader with 14 goals in the
championship, while Just Fontaine of France delivered 13 in five matches in the 1958 tournament.

Until this spring, it appeared that Ronaldo might never have a chance to play in another World
Cup, much less to score repeatedly and help his team to victory for the second time in eight years.
In 1994, in the United States, Ronaldo was 17 and did not play a minute, even though the mother
of Coach Carlos Alberto Parreira admonished him to play the teenage prodigy.

Then came the puzzling incident of 1998, in the hours before the final against France. What
happened has never been fully explained. Ronaldo was alleged to have had a seizure. Teammates
have said he was found convulsing in his hotel room; one said he was foaming at the mouth.
Ronaldo has said he remembers nothing but being cold and shaking. He was taken to a hospital in
Paris and was scratched from the starting lineup, only to be reinstated shortly before the match
began. He played indolently as Brazil lost, 3 - 0.

For four years, Ronaldo faced questions about what went wrong in France. His fragile knees kept
him from answering with his play that everything was now all right. The questions are sure to stop
now, with Brazil hoisting its fifth championship trophy — a penta, as it is being called,
alongside the ones earned in 1958, 1962, 1970 and 1994. No other nation has won more than
three. No other nation, of course, is so consumed with soccer and playing jogo bonito, the
beautiful game. Victory is not merely an expectation, but an obligation.

“It is natural that to be second in Brazil is to be last,” Brazil Coach Luiz Felipe Scolari, who is
known as Big Phil, said. “That's what I tried to pass on to the players. They had to be

consistent, have fun and win. In order to do that, we had in our mind that to be second is to be a
loser. To be first is marvelous. ”

Before today’s match, the Brazilian captain, Cafu, warned that his teammates had to forget about
what happened in France. Still, the questions lingered. Would Ronaldo have the heart for another
final? Would a groin injury force him to leave early, as it had in the quarterfinals against England
and in the semifinals against Turkey? As it turned out, his legs and his conviction never
abandoned him.
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“I didn’t have any debt with the Braziliao people,” Ronaldo said. “I didn’t have the feeling I
owed from ’98. " Rather, he said, he and his teammates were driven by a chance to celebrate,
which had eluded them four years ago in Paris. “We missed this joy,” Ronaldo said. “We said
to ourselves, ‘We cannot miss it. ° Not only our joy is in first place, but the joy of the Brazilian

people. ”

Repeatedly tonight, Brazil manufactured its chances. To its credit, Germany kept going forward
in counterattack, but it did not have sufficiently creative players to finish. Discipline,
impenetrable goalkeeping and insistent defense carried a prosaic team to the final, but these values
were deficient against Brazil. Germany had a cohesive team, but the collective could not match
Brazil’s individual brilliance.

“As the game went on, Brazil achieved what it had done in earlier games, showed individual
class,” Rudi Vuller, the German coach, said. “Their skill one up on one, quick passes between
each other, created more difficulties for us. Our players looked more tired, and it began to show,
especially against the Brazilian forwards. They are so fast on the ball, so good on the ball,
working with each other. We had to be on the lookout for flashes of individual brilliance. ~

In the 67th minute, Ronaldo scored the first, and decisive goal, on a rudimentary mistake by
Germany’s Oliver Kahn, who had allowed only one goal the entire tournament and was considered
the best at his position in the world.

A burst of defense started the play. Ronaldo pushed aside the German midfielder Dietmar
Hamann, stripped him of the ball and passed to Rivaldo, his elegant teammate. Rivaldo fired a
dipping left-footed blast that Kahn should have easily cradled, but the ball hit his upper arm,
glanced off his chest and bounced toward the charging Ronaldo.

Kahn crawled desperately, then dived to his left, but Ronaldo beat him to the ball and punched it
into an empty net. Brazil 1, Germany 0. Perhaps the ball skidded on Kahn on a drizzly evening,
or a torn ligament in his right ring finger prevented him from smothering the shot. Whatever
happened, Kahn was inconsolable. After the game, he kicked a water bottle, threw down his
gloves and sat devastated against one goal post.

“That was the only mistake I made in seven matches, and that one mistake was brutally
punished,” he said.

In the 79th minute, Rivaldo cleverly let a crossing pass from Kleberson roll between his legs,
freezing Thomas Linke, the German defender. Left unobstructed, Ronaldo eagerly placed a shot
beyond Kahn’s reach for the second time. Later, he kissed the World Cup trophy and kept
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flashing his gap-toothed smile.

“In my wildest dreams, I haven’t had this possibility,” Ronaldo said of scoring two goals in a
World Cup final. “Slowly, ’m starting to understand what’s happening. I'm so happy, very
touched. It will take time to figure out what happened, but I'm sure it will always be surrounded
by happiness. ” (1,256 words)

New Words and Phrases

vindication n. sth or sb that is proven to be true or correct ¥ ,iF3E

intervening a. the amount of time before 2 events %4 T H 6] &

ligament n. a band of strong material in one’s body, similar to muscle, that
joins bones #JHF

unravel V. cause sth. to become clear or solved
R YA R K

redemption n. recover; redeem fpgr, FpEE

drape V. cover with 3

aloft ad. overhead, high up 7z, HFELRE

strobe n. ( = stroboscope) lamp providing regular intermittent flashes
B FIREAT

samba n. a fast dance from Brazil REE

pitch n. football field JEERIF

prolific a. of a person who scores many goals 843 &1y

admonish . advise or urge sb. seriously 4 ai& I A

prodigy n. genius, exceptional gifted person, esp. child, young man X

| X, &F

allege 2 to declare, esp. without proof JGilF$&HhE R

convulse v shake violently and can’t be controlled #i#%, &K

lineup n. any set of people, items, etc. , arranged for a purpose HFH
M RN —HA . TEE, BE

reinstate v. to put sb back into a position of authority {3 AMKEREN
{172

indolently ad. lazily fHitfHh, ARGk

hoist . to raise, pull up HeR

trophy n. a prize for winning a competition 3£#f (Super Cup K Jj##
)

penta- prefix  five (WIR) K

groin n. the place where the tops of one’s legs meet the front of one’s

body MM
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conviction
elude
decisive
rudimentary
cradle
charging
drizzly
smother
inconsolable
devastated
unobstructed
gap-toothed

S N N LR RN

be one up on sb

be on the lookout for

flashes of individual brilliance
strip sb of sth

glance off

beat sb to the ball

Notes

strong belief 'REMFESEM

fail to achieve >REE#H

quick and confident R¥TH)

simple and basic R HLH, HAK

hold, catch #:{¥

attacking JEIXAY

mistly TEEEW

cover the whole surface of sth W3, U

so sad that sb cannot be comforted {5508k % B

extremely shocked and sad &R R

not likely to be noticed 3| A HK

having teeth which are wide apart ([ 1) ZBRIB KM

one having advantage over another i1}

look out for F3K, B>

the show or display of a person’s best performance BRI AF 4
to take away sth important from sb MH A EEEH R
to hit a surface at an angle and move away from it in another
direction 5 H BB

to get or do sth before sb else #{FHERIER

1. Profile of RONALDO in the Squad

Height; 183 cm
Weight: 77 kg
Position: FW

Current Club; Internationale (TTA)

Int’] Goals; 37 (as of 27 May, 2002)"

Int’l Caps: 57 (as of 27 May, 2002)

First Int’l Cap. Argentina (23 March, 1994)

Profile .

One of the best young soccer players in the history of the sport, Ronaldo’s career has come to
a crossroads. The young Brazilian captured the hearts and imagination of the world at a young
age, but he has been slowed by injuries of late.

By the age of 17, Ronaldo was-a name known throughout the world. His early antics with
Cruzeiro, where he debuted at age 16, were good enough to land him a spot on Brazil’s 1994
FIFA World Cup USA™ squad. Soon, Ronaldo headed in the footsteps of fellow legend
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Romario and joined Dutch side PSV Eindhoven. In two seasons, he scored 42 goals, despite
playing in only 13 matches from 1995 to 1996. He joined Barcelona in 1996 and scored 34
goals in his one season with the Spanish giants.

. 7.
Sports and Beyond \

Ronaldo reached the apex of personal success by being named FIFA Player of the Year in both
1996 and 1997, becoming the youngest player to ever win the award and the only player to win
it in consecutive years. At the age of 20, Ronaldo was on top of the world. The upcoming
1998 FIFA World Cup France brought high expectations from the masses as the public was
anxious to see Ronaldo compete at the highest stage.

His future looked so bright, former England manager Bobby Robson had strong words to say
about Ronaldo. “He will become the best ever,” Robson said.

The finals in France, though, did not turn out to be quite what the world expected. Ronaldo
scored just one goal in the first round. In the second round, Ronaldo bagged a double against
Chile. In the semi-finals, he scored Brazil’s lone goal against Holland, and the Selecao went
on to win in a penalty-kick shootout.

Then came the final. At the biggest game on the biggest stage, Ronaldo faltered. Slowed by
an illness, he missed his scoring chances and was forced to watch France celebrate their first
championship.

Ronaldo’s disappointment in France was topped only by the disappointment of not watching
Ronaldo play at all. He has suffered two serious knee injuries with Inter Milan that have limited
his play since the 98 final.

. Country Information — Brazil (BRA)

Country ; Brazil

Capital ; Brasilia

Population; 172,860,370 (2000)

Population ranking: 3°

Surface: 8,511,965 km®

Area ranking . 4°

GDP per capita; 6,500

GDP ranking: 24°

Languages: Portuguese

Major Cities: Rio de Janeiro, Sao Pauvlo, Porto Alegre, Salvador

National Holiday; Independence Day, 7 September (1822)

Lowest point; Atlantic Ocean (0 m)

Highest point: Pico da Neblina (3,014 m)



