BARLEY SCIECNE IN CHINA
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THE PRODUCTION,CONSUMPTION AND SCIENTIFIC

RESEARCH OF BARLEY IN CHINA
Lu Wei

(Institute of Crop Germplasm Resources, Chinese Academy
of Agricultural Sciences)

ABSTRACT

Barley is one of the oldest crops in China The earlier cultivation of barley
comes up to five thousand years ago, At present time,barley is cultivated almo=
st everywhere in China,and the plantation area has increased up to 3.5 million
hectares,with an average yield around 2,100 Kg/bectare, Nowadays, following the
development of brewing and feed industry and animal husbandry, the barley pro-
duction and scientific research are increasing rapidly, Many wheat breeders turns
their research into barley breeding, Germplasm of cultivated barley is very rich
in China, 13,000 samples have been collected, Barley breeding is progressing su—
ccessfully, In the main production areas (such as the middle and lower reaches
of the Yangzhi River) the great majority of most varieties have been exchanged
from six-rowed barley into two-rowed barley, from naked seed into hulled, from
winter into spring type, Barley has a quite bright future and it has become one
of the most important crops in China,
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