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Unit 1

English Language

Words and Expressions

1. pajamas (K oY)k R 11. subway 4k
2. popcorn REHK () 12. underground b4k
3. make up K 13. flyover it#FX#F
4. cut off ME 14. overpass i Hf X
5. name after UL XA LFE L 15. hood (& #h#)¥
6. announcer #&#& R 16. bonnet (X ##L)¥E
7. telly &4 17. boot (A E#)FTER
8. flick &% 18. hom A&
9. freight % 19. hooter A&
10. wagon %%
Text A

A Changing Language

The English language is different from any other language. Yet En-
glish words do not stay the same. Our language is always changing. We
need new words for new inventions and new ideas. Different words come
into use, or older words are used in a new way.

English can change by borrowing words from other languages. To-
mato was borrowed from Mexico and pajamas from India. The word cof-
fee came from Turkey, and tea came from China. Now new space and
science words are being borrowed from other countries, too.

e English Language | 1
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New words are also made by adding two words together. Strawber-
ry, popcorn, and grandfather are words made up of two parts.

Sometimes new words are shorter forms of older words. The word
photo was made from photograph by cutting off the end of the longer
word. Plane was made by cutting off the front part of airplane. Smog
was made by using only the first two and last two letters from the word
smoke and fog.

The names of people and products can become new words. Our
sandwich was named after a man named Sandwich. Scotch Tape, Band-
Aid, and Jello were names made up by the companies that first made the
products.

Text B
English Can Be Strange
Have you ever heard someone speak in a language that you couldn’t
understand? Perhaps it was French. But it could have been English!
At times, English can sound as different as another language. It is
spoken by one out of ten people in the world. Yet there are many differ-
ences between the “Queen’s English” and American English.
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In England, the Queen’s English is the way radio and TV announc-
ers say words. It is thought to be the most correct way to pronounce
words. When the doctor asks you to say “ah,” you are using the sound
that the English use in the words bath and dance.

Words can have different meanings, too. English children go to a
“sweets shop.” American children would visit a candy store. They watch
the “telly. ” Americans watch TV. The English go to “flicks,” while we
g0 1o movies.

Railroad tracks are “metals.” A freight car is a “goods wagon.”
They call the subway the “underground.” A “flyover” is our overpass.
They call an automobile hood a “bonnet.” Qur car trunk is a “boot” to

them, and our horn is a “hooter.’

If you went to England, could you understand the language?

Exercises

I. Complete the following chart by using the information in the text.
English can change by borrowing words from other languages. Here
are some examples:

Word Country
tomato
India
 coffee
China

1I. Sometimes new words are shorter forms of older words. Shorten the
following words.

photograph airplane smoke and fog

English Language | 3




III. There are some differences in pronunciation and spelling between
American English and Queen’s English. Sometimes, different words
are used for the same thing. Write down the right words in the

chart below.
American English Queen's English Chinese
ek
Bl
G} 2
IVE PR
R
Translation
sEx—

—HELPRIEE

EEA N TRMGEM—FET, AMEBNACHE-RAFZE,
RITIBFT HAAETA. BOBEFALRRAFRAMFERE, T
B, ARNENETA, K EFIBRA THENHEE.

RiEHESEHRMESHELN TR, ‘DR —HETFRA
A" —RR TR, ‘WM —iEk B LHR, M X" —HENkE
fE, 04, FHORTHBEFAL B EARBERRERNBEA

gl LLUES SR AT, “HE” (strawberry) K
#£” (popcorn) & “H A" (grandfather) 3t 2 h B EB - AR A91A]

Ee AR RRNEEER. “BAE" (photo)—ia L &M pho-
togragh XK A E &2 MR, “ EHL” (plane) — A T airplane
BIRTER 2, “MFE” (smog) — 1 KA T “4” (smoke) KB B > F &
“B” (fog) MG R F,

ANZRER LRI AR FE. =8B —RRU - Sand- -
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wich M AT &, Scotch Tape,Band-Aid /& Jello ERER ARG
FEREARIRAFTIRE R

2 g
KiERE T AEKBAR

HREWARS AR EENIES? WFRKE BEHER
Hif! '

At REWRRBRD—MET, HALE A2 —HARKE,
R “PRMEZIE " (Queen’s English) f1“3#iE&” (American English) Hi4 £
ARZAL.

RE,RRERE PR B ABTRRENER. A
AR RERB R T H . HEEILIRE WM (ah) B, KRBT RBFIE
REEAR VR (bath) F“Bk#E” (dance) FIE .

BB AEARIME X, REZFEBHRIE" (sweets shop) , M
FEBEF % candy store; REAF BB (telly), iEXEAE TV; XH
AEE“BE” (Hlicks), TiEE AR £F movies,

FIERR BN railroad tracks, TIHIB R metals; BIFHR“KE"H
freight car, Tidi& N goods wagon; 3 HFF “H k" N subway, T H 15 RN
underground; REHKR“LH X BF" R overpass, M XK flyover; EiF“¥K
ERFHHLE"H automobile hood, I & bonnet ; BiF“WETER"
A car trunk, M%&i&EH boot; FiF“HH "N hom, MHKFR hooter,

MRHEBEE L, KRBT X AE TG

Key to Exercises
[.

Word Country
tomato Mezxico
pajamas India
coffee Turkey
| tea China
F e English Language | 5
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photo plane SmMOog
[11.
American English Queen’s English Chinese
subay underground 053
TV telly Gk )
movies film i
ouerpass fiyover oL PR ]
hood bonnet ZHA
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Plants

Words and Expressions

1. date palm f#it;date R 4. fertilizer FEH
F 5. feed R(ZH%)4H
2. water hyacinth R MR 6. section M
3. disease ®F 7. raise A
Text A ‘
The Date Palm

The date palm is a wonderful tree. People eat dates. They feed
them to their animals. They use the leaves and wood to build houses.
They use the wood to build the boats. They make baskets from the leav-
es. They burn the other parts of the tree so they can cook food.

The date palm came from the Middle East. Seven thousand (7 000)
years ago, people in Egypt ate dates. They made pictures of date palms
on their stone buildings. Today date palms grow in the Middle East,
parts of Asia and Africa, southern Europe, and other warm parts of the

world.

Text B
The Water Hyacinth
The water hyacinth grows in tropical countries. It has beautiful pur-

ple-blue flowers, but everybody hates it. Why?

Plants | 7




Millions and millions of these plants grow in rivers and lakes. Some-
times the plants become so thick that people can walk on them. People
cannot travel in boats on the water, and they cannot fish in it. The pla-
nts stop the water from moving. Then the water carries diseases. Farm-
ers cannot use the water on their land.

Now scientists think that water hyacinths cah be useful. The plants
are really a free crop. No one has to take care of them. They just grow
and grow and grow. What can farmers use them for?

Some fish like to eat them. Farmers can grow these fish in the lakes
and rivers.

Workers can collect and cut the plants with machines. Then they
can make fertilizer to make their crops grow better. They can also make
feed for their farm animals.

Maybe in the future people will love the water hyacinth instead of
hating it.

Text C
Oranges

Everybody loves oranges. They are sweet and juicy. They are in
sections so it is easy to eat them. Some oranges do not have any seeds.
Some have a thick skin and some have a thin skin.

The orange tree is beautiful. It has a lot of shiny green leaves. The
small white flowers smell very sweet. An orange tree has flowers and
fruit at the same time.

There were orange trees twenty million years ago. The oranges were
very small, not like the ones today. The orange tree probably came from
China. Many different kinds of wild oranges grow there today. Chinese
started to raise orange trees around 2400 B. C. Chinese art has lovely old
pictures of oranges and orange trees.

Farmers in other parts of Asia and the Middle East learned to raise

8] Unit2 A
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oranges from the Chinese. Then they taught Europeans.
“Orange” is both a fruit and a color. The color of oranges is so beau-

tiful that in English we use the name of the fruit for the color.

Exercises
I. Where do these plants grow? Tick your answer. (The first one is done

for you as an example. )

the date palm the water hyacinth orange
| areas

tropical countries

the Middle East
Asia
Africa

Europe

Antarctic

II. Match the details with the main ideas. Write the letter under the cor-

rect main ideas.

1. People hate water hyacinths. a. Some fish like to eat them.

b. The plants stop the water from moving.
2. Water hyacinths can be useful. ¢. People can not travel on the water.

d. They have beautiful flowers.

e. People can feed them to animals.

{. People cannot fish because of hyacinths.
g. The water carnies diseases.

I1II. Look at the picture of an orange, and tell what each part is called.
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Translation

|-

T=hH
AR R — AR AT R, AMTHE R SR , B R At 4RI 37
8. MhITRRER RS T, & B AE A, AR 4
EF MR B A LA R 5 AR IR
EBREFHER. 7000 FRREARCEBR T, MI1EA %
B EHEEEH . n4UBRAEKEPR W RIENBS X B
BRLA Bt 7 E AR MK

Ex=
FUR

RBREAKERFHR, EFRBEANEREL, TRAALIT
RE, It aR?

T EA K ERT E AR FEY . ARHE, XEYEKRE,
AT L AT . AT TRM7EX AT E_EAT, BARREA
R, KRB KA RS, #F B, R R JEEE R K Beit

A BERANRR BT AR A, XAHEYERELE—FHEAH
BRNER. FRRE, EN— KBRS LR, BARRETLL
ReEfisHtamk?
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