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Chapter One

Defining the Research Paper

A research paper, sometimes called a term paper or library paper, reports the writer’s
research findings. Literally® a research paper involves “searching again” through
what others have written about the subject. In reality, however, a research paper
may take one of two approaches: It may be a summary of information from many
resources, or it may be an evaluation of research information.

If the paper summarizes research, you tell only about what you read, and the
reading may be from a single source or, more likely, from many sources. On the
other hand, if the paper evaluates the research information, it considers why or how
and is frequently either a comparison-contrast paper or a cause-effect paper. The
evaluation paper requires the use of numerous sources and assumes@the writer’s
ability to show originality ®and imagination.

Chances are, your teacher will clarify what kind of research paper you are to
write. For instance, if the teacher assigns a paper that is to explore the importance
of wetlands in waterfow] migration, you will summarize what anthoritative resources
say about the topic. If, on the other hand, your teacher assigns a paper that is to
compare two short stories, two battles, or two scientific theories, it is unlikely that
you will find such comparisons already published. Thus, you will read what
authorities have written about the respective stories, battles, or theories and then
write a paper that demonstrates your own conclusions about similarities and/or
differences.

In the first instance, with the wetlands paper, you are merely reporting what
others have already said. In the second instance, with the comparisons, you are
evaluating what others have said in order to develop your own thesis.

In some cases, however, your teacher may simply assign “a research paper,”
allowing you considerable freedom to choose the topic and the kind of paper you
will write based on personal interest. More on that later.

First, let’s take a look at what makes a research paper.

@ literally HBFHEEZE;ZFH @ assume HE.HE O originality el
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CHARACTERISTICS

An effective research paper fulfills these requirements:

« indicates careful, comprehensive reading and understanding of the topic

« establishes, in its introduction, a thesis to be developed in the course of the paper
* is clearly organized

» employs the principles of good composition

+ includes direct quotations, paraphrases, or precis®that support the thesis

« jncludes documentation®in the form of parenthetical notes®, endnotes, or footnotes
« includes a list of works cited

« exhibits careful, thorough documentation of sources of ideas

« follows a carefully prescribed format

« is always typed and printed on a letter-quality printer.

PROCESS

The step-by-step process of developing a research paper seems rather direct as it is
spelled out®in this book. Be aware, however, that the research process always requires
a kind of “yo-yo” approach.

The Yo-Yo Approach® Defined

Rather than completing one step of the research/writing process and moving
neatly on to the next step, you will find that you confront problems that cause you
either to go back to a previous step or fo think ahead to the next step.

For instance, just when you think that you have completed all the necessary
research, you may discover that you need new information to fill a gap or to add
support. Or just when you think you have completed a sensible outline, you may
find that the paper does not flow smoothly given its method of organization. So you
go back—rethink, reread, rewrite. The yo-yo process continues until you have
finished proofreading your final draft.

The steps in this book show you how to develop an effective research paper.
The process works well, especially if you understand—and accept as a fact of the
research life—the yo-yo approach.

@ precis 1## @ documentation £ XMAE® O parenthetical note F7E
@ spell out MY © the yo-yo approach Wi H . MIMALRIERERIME
Hko
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Chapter Two

Developing the Subject

Chances are your instructor will have assigned a paper of a certain length due on a
specific date. Perhaps you have a general topic. Given these parameters®,you must
select a narrowed topic, research it, and prepare a final paper. So let’s get started.

STEP 1: PREWRITING—
PLANNING YOUR TIME

One of the hardest parts of writing a research paper is planning your time so that
you don’t find yourself working all night just before the paper is due. Students
often do not realize how much time the library search involves, how much time the
reading and note-taking require, how much time the drafting process entails, and,
above all, how much time careful revision demands. The students who type all
night to have a paper ready for an 8 A.m. class hand in a first draft. By omitting the
revision process, they omit any chances of having a good paper. But, we are getting
ahead of ourselves.

To begin, make a plan. Use the following guidelines, recognizing that a week
represents five working days. You choose the days.

If your final draft is due in 10 weeks, spend

4 days choosing a topic (Step 2)

6 days doing preliminary @work (Steps 3, 4, and 5)

12 days taking notes (Steps 6 and 7)

7 days seeking primary references (Step 8)

1 day developing the final outline (Step 9)

9 days writing a first draft (Step 10)

4 days revising (Step 11)

6 days documenting and polishing @(Steps 12, 13, and 14)
1 day proofreading ®(Step 15)

@ paramenter H&E;¥4E @ preliminary FMEW; wEH O polish HBifi; e
@ proofread KXt
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