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ABSTRACT

There are some special relationships between Chinese ancient no-
vels and cities. On the one hand ancient cities have effects on appear-
ance and development of ancient novels. On the other hand, ancient
novels reflect rich and colorful city life. This dissertation focuses on
the latter. “Ancient” denotes a period from Tang dynasty to founda-
tion of Republic of China in A. D 1911. “City culture” which consists
of physical culture , spiritual culture and institutional culture in city
life, contains natural scenery . custom, physical life, idea . aesthetic
fashion and decorum. The dissertation describes the city culture in
ancient novels from Tang Dynasty to Late Qing Dynasty diachronical-
ly, try to analyze some representative cities which are delineated re-
peatedly on ancient novels from different angles. The rural culture of
Chinese tradition and western urban culture are frame of reference in
our researches. The dissertation discusses not only the value of histori-
cal materials but also the value of art of novel in order to reveal the
character and meaning of ancient city culture. Apart from the preface
and the conclusion, this dissertation consists of eight chapters.

In preface, this dissertation discusses some special relationships
between Chinese ancient novels and cities, then briefly introduces the

origin of ancient city and the description of cities in Chinese litera-
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ture, and finally explains the main idea status and meaning of this re-
search.

In Chapter One, three cities of Tang dynasty, namely, Chang
an, Luoyang and Yangzhou are concerned. In Chapter Two,
“Dongjing and Lin an: A Tale of Two Cities in Song Dynasties in
fiction”is dealt with. In Chapter Three, “ Retrospect and Shaping of
Two Cities in Ming and Qing Dynasty in fiction” is considered. In
Chapter Four, the title “The City around Dock: Linging in fiction of
Ming and Qing Dynasty”. In Chapter Five, “ Beijing and Nanjing in
fiction of Ming and Qing Dynasty” is taken into account. The disserta-
tion focuses on “Love knot of Jinling” and BeiJing Novel. In Chapter
Six, “Suzhou in fiction of Ming-and Qing Dynasty” is discussed. This
city is famous for richness and romantism, but also romantic. In
Chapter Seven, “Yangzhou in fiction of Ming and Qing Dynasty” is
studied. The dissertation reveals that “FengYue Meng” is the first
urban novel in Chinese novel history. In Chapter Eight, Shanghai
Novel is concerned. The dissertation mainly searches for the impor-
tance of these novels. In conclusion, the main view of dissertation is
summed up.

Key Words: Chinese ancient novels; ancient city culture; the

value of historical materials;arts of novel.
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