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HOW TO USE

o 5 FE 5 ]mpdc
ISSUES

You can use this book by yourself or in
class with other students. Here are
some ideas to help you when you use it
by yourself:

I Look at the TABLE OF CONTENTS. What topics do

you like? Choose a topic that you really like.

2 Go to the topic and read the story. Read as quickly as you
can, but don’t go too fast. Try to understand the story;
don’t worry if you don’t know all the words. And don’t
stop to look up words in your dictionary! You can look up

words that you don't know in the GLOSSARY afier you
have finished reading.

3 Then listen to the story on the CD. Read along silently as
you listen. It is a good idea to do this activity two or three
times, because it helps you understand spoken English. It
also helps you with the pronunciation of words you don’t
know.

4 Next, read the WHAT DO YOU THINK? opinions.

Choose the opinions you agree with.

5 Then read the instructions for LOOKING AT THE
ISSUE. Complete the table with your ideas.

6 Finally, study the INTERACTION TIP in the back of the
book . When you speak English in the classroom or with
someone outside school, try to use the tips you have
learned.

It is not necessary to start with the first topic and work to the end
of the book. You can try any topic you wish. Choose the topics
that interest you most.

| If you have a friend who wants to speak English, try using this
#| book together. It’s fun to compare your ideas with another person.
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TO THE TEACHER

Impact Issues is a collection of near{ljy 30
current topics that young adult students
have expressed an interest in discussing.
The topics are organized into five
“Issues,” and each topic is carefully pre-
sented with exercises to help students
understand the issues and express their
own opinions.

There are many ways you can use the
material in this book to help your stu-
dents improve their reading, listening and
speaking abilities in English. Here is one
possible procedure:

Begin by looking over the Table of Contents. Choose the
Issues and the Topics that will be of greatest interest to
your students. You don’t have to start with the first issue.

In class, have the students read the Introduction questions
to start thinking about the topic before they read.

Next, have the students turn to the Topic and read the story.
Tell them to read quickly, and advise them not to look up
words in their dictionaries. They should focus on the parts
in bold type, as these are the main ideas of the reading,
When they have finished reading, you can give them a cou-
ple of minutes to find words they don’t know in the
Glossary.

If you have a CD player, you can play the CD and have
the students read along silently as they listen. This is an
important activity because it helps the students understand
the rhythm, stress and intonation of spaken English, as
well as the pronunciation of unfamiliar words.

Now have the students read the What Do You Think?
opinions. The purpose of this activity is to get the stu-
dents to think about different opinions or viewpoints on
the topic. The opinions are not numbered or ordered logi-
cally, to encourage the students to select the opinions they
like or agree with.

The students then compare the opinion(s) they have chosen
with a partner or in a small group. They can either read the
ones they have chosen, or try to give the opinions in their
own words. There are no right or wrong answers to this
activity. The students can consult the Interaction Tips in the
back of the book for simple conversation patterns to use
when they exchange opinions.
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7/ Finally, have the students try the Looking at the Issue
activity. The goal of this activity is to help the students
think critically about some aspect of the topic. You can
have the students do this activity alone, in pairs or in small
groups. If the students work alone, have them share their
ideas with their classmates, either in pairs or in small
groups, when they are finished. Again, there are no right or
wrong answers to this activity.

This entire procedure can take from 30 to 60 minutes, depending
on the English ability of your students and how long you want to
spend on each activity.

OPTION:

In the back of the book, there are Interaction Tips. These tips pre-
sent basic vocabulary and grammatical structures to help the stu-
dents exchange ideas. You can present one Interaction Tip for each
topic and demonstrate it with the students. Then you can have
them practice in pairs. Remind the students to use the tips when
discussing their opinions with their classmates.

Once the students have finished a topic, you can try a follow-up
activity:

* a written assignment on the topic that asks the students to
express their opinion, summarize and analyze the story or tell a
similar story of their own

* a presentation for which the students find similar, current articles
to share with the class

* a debate in which the students formally prepare, present and dis-
cuss their ideas on the topic

We hope that you and your students will enjoy using this book.
We hope that your students’ interest and motivation will increase,
and that their reading, thinking and discussion ability in English
will develop. Please write us with your comments and suggestions.
We would love to hear from you.
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Why Learn English:

Jin Lee has studied English for a long
time. Read the story and find out:
How does he feel about learning English?

FEFREBCEARKHFET, ThAUEEFBLHR?

I am a fourth-year student at a good university in Korea. I will
graduate in four months and take a job with a company in a small
town near Seoul. I have spent almost 10 years learning English.
And let me tell you, it has been a waste of-time.

To begin with, I will probably never use English in my
work. My joE will be with a taxi company. Everyone speaks Korean.
The owner of the company is Korean and all of the employees are
Korean, too. The taxi cﬁ)rivers themselves do not need to speak
English because there are very few foreign visitors in our small town.

I don't need English in my free time, either. If I want to read
about what is happening in foreign countries, I can read Korean
newspapers and magazines. I can learn all about other countries
by reading in my native language, not English.

And of course all the television stations carry international
stories, s0 I don’t have to watch the news in English in order to
understand what is happening all over the world.

[ think of the many hours, days, weeks, even years that I
s;l)ent in school and at home studying English. Just think of what
else I could have studied instead of English. I could have studied
more history, so that I could understand my country better. Or
could have read more literature, to help me understand the great
writers of my country.

Instead, I spent so much time studying English. And for
what reason? So I could pass examinations? What a terrible waste
of time. I really can'’t undirstand why people need to study
English for so many years.

IN THE GLOSSARY ([PaGE 84)
* a waste of time ¢ to begin with * employees ° literature



Why Learn English? o

Which opinions do you agree with? |
Check as many as you want.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

X1 2 7

[ If you need English for work or travel,
you should learn it. But not everybody
needs to learn it—for a lot of people, it’s
just a waste of time and energy.

([ English is the most important interna-
tional language. We should all study it until
_| were good at it, even if it takes several years.

1 You may think you don’t (I think learning a foreign lan- | [ [J We should study English

need English now, but who guage is very important. But it but not for so long. The peo-
knows? You might need it in doesn't have to be English. Other | | ple who really need it can con-
the future. So, it’s better to languages are important, too, tinue to study it if they want.

especially the languages of neigh-

boring countries.

be prepared.

Now exchange your ideas with a classmate.
Turn ro Pace 74 ron an INTERACTION TIP.

Here are some reasons for learning English.

LOOKING AT THE ISSUE Can you think of an argument against each reason?

i B %
For Against
If you know English, you can travel anywhere. Not neally. There are many places whene
4 Sl e English, 14 not uted,

You can watch American movies.
English is the language for computers.
You can get a good job.

You can have international friends.

your idea:
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Hope Hamilton doesn’t want to ger married.
Read this story and find out why.

M ST 85 A dm AT S A i b A+ /4 o ¢
Bl - RERMFARELEH, HH4R?

Hope, an attractive 32-
year-old Los Angeles computer
salesperson, says she loves her
boyfriend. They have lived
together for one year and they
are happy together. Bob is well-
educated, intelligent and kind.
He has a well-paying job. And he
shares housework with her. In

short, he seems to be the perfect
husband.

“But marriage is for fools
and dreamers,” says Hope. “I
mean, who in their riFhr

mind would willingly give
up their freedom for
another person?”
Marriage changes
people, Hope believes.
Husbands and wives
begin to take each
other for granted.

Bob helps with the

shopping and cooking

now, Eut Hope thinks
that this might change
if they get married. SEC
might have to do much
more of the traditional
woman's work—cooking,
shopping and housework.

If she gets married, Hope
believes that she will change,
too. She says she is very different
from when she was 22 years old,
and will be a different person in

Hope Hamilton should be excited.
Her boyfriend, Bob, asked her to
marry him. But after thinkin
about it very carefully, Hope %nas
decided she does not
want to get
married.

10 * attractive * well-educated * willingly

n
¢ take each other for

10 more years. So she wonders if
she can remain happy with Bob.

Hope simply fecls that
marriage is not the best relation-
ship. “Hey, almost half of all
marriages end in divorce. And
many people who do stay mar-
ried may not be happy. I have a
lot of married friends whose mar-
riages are not very good.”

Hope also thinks that
marriage will die out in the next
century. “So many people all over
the world live together now with-
out being married. There is really
no need for marriage to continue,”
she believes.

“Don't get me wrong,”
Hope explains, “I am not a crazy
person who wants to live a life
separated from other people,
especially men. I love people,
and that’s another reason why
marriage is not the best relation-
ship. There are too many cool
people in the world. I do not

want to be tied to just one person
all of my life. I enjoy being free.”

THE GLOSSARY ([PaGE 84)
granted ¢ separated



What do you think about marriage? " o e
WHAT'DO YOU THINK? Check the opinions you agree with.
Rt 4 4

I don’t like marriage because it means
“giving up freedom.”

J Maybe marriage is not a good idea.
It’s difficult to live happily with one per-
son all your life. People change.

J Marriage is important. It
keeps society together. It’s
really necessary.

d When you meet the right J If you want to have chil-
person, you'll want to get dren, marriage is important.
married. It’s natural. Children need a stable home.

Now exchange your ideas with a classmate.
Tuan To Pace 74 ror an INTERACTION TIP.

Should a person stay single or get married?
SERDIING 75 THFE'ZSEU; What are some good reasons fqor each one?
Ta G

Staying single is good because... Getting married is good because...

Many marriages end in divorce
anyway.

If you meet the rj|ght person,
you will live happily together.

When you get married, you have to
give up your freedom.

Marriages keep society together.

People change. You can’t love one
person forever.

It's important to bring up children
with a mother and father.

your idea:

11
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What’s for Dinner? |

Dr. Heidi Cornfield, a professor of food science, is being interviewed
about her new book, What’s for Dinner? Read the interview and find out:
What does she think is wrong with the American diet?
B HERARE —RRER, EARRN—ARS (FAUAR) BERV, HANXDANKRENE

ft 4k 55 ?

Interviewer: You have some very strong ideas
about what Americans eat, Professor
Cornfield. Could you tell our audience about
some of them?

Cornfield: I'd be delighted. First, I think that
Americans eat too much meat. We can get
protein from other types of food, not just
meat. For example, tofu is rich in protein. We
really don't need to eat meat to live.

Interviewer: Maybe, but some of our listeners real-
ly like nice thick juicy hamburgers. They
might not need them, but they sure like them.

Cornffield: 1 agree with you. But there are health
reasons to stop eating meat.

Interviewer: What do you mean, Professor?

Cornfield: Eating meat, especially beef, can cause
heart disease. Thousands of Americans die
from heart disease every year.

Interviewer: That's interesting. Are there other rea-
sons why we should stop eating meat?
Cornfield: Yes. Did you know that eating meat : : .
fﬁrts i desytroys the environmgnt’ Interviewer: Well, we're almost out of time. Do you
b b] .
have any final comments?

Interviewer: 1 dont understand. How? C 14 Th ; o Faces i
Cornfield: Tt is a fact that rain forests in Central ornfie ere are many more interesting facts in

Asnerica sié heing destroved 1o prodisce my book. Think about this one before you

v order your next burger: In the last 300 years,
f:;t%ﬁ;ef}:: Sg)i(t); g;:emu;::e};m- Americans have cut down over half of their trees

to get land to grow food to feed cattle—all

burger you like so much—well, it takes 20 because people think they need meat.

square meters of rain forest for each burger!
Interviewer: Oh, no. But I don't like to eat tofu.

Cornfield: Thar's OK. There are other good foods
to eat.

IN THE GLOSSARY [PAGE 84)
12 * protein * heart disease ¢ destroys * the environment * export * cattle



