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1. Chinese Giant Pandas Abread (1)

Jiajia, the panda, arrived in the United States last
week from the London Zoo. He was sent over in the hope
that he will mate with Lingling®, one of the two giant
pandas at the National Zoo in Washington. It was snow-
ing when Jiajia’s plane landed in New York City. Obser-
vers say this was a good sign for success, because pandas
come from the snowy mountain arcas of China, and
zoo keepers reportedly say there is a 75 per cent chance
that Jiajia and Lingling will have a baby.

Lingling already has a mate. His name is Xingxing.
Both came to Washington as a gift from the People’s Re-
jpublic of China in 1972. Xingxing has been old enough
to mate for 5 years, but he and Lingling have never been
able to complete the act.

At first, zoo keepers believed that the male was just
too young to know what to do. After waiting unsuccess-
fully for several years, however, they decided to step in
and help.

Last year, zoo keepers collected some of Xingxing’s
reproductive sperm. They put it into Lingling with a
needle. But the artificial insemination did not work®
This year they have borrowed Jiajiz from the London
Zoo. They believe this other male panda may have more
luck.

Britain received Jiajia from China in 1974, He
is now cight and one half years old. His name means



“most excellent” and “very best”. Jiajia has a mate named
Jingjing. Like the pandas in Washington, London’s
pandas have never mated, but it is not because they do
not like each other. The female in London has had
stomach problems, and zoo keepers say she is not
strong enough yet to become pregnant. This is why
Jiajia was free to visit Washington this year.

Female pandas can become pregnant only once a
year. They can have one, two, or sometimes even three
babies.

It is often difficult to tell if a panda is pregnant,
because baby pandas are so small. A female may show
no signs of this condition until shortly before her baby is
born3,

The fertile period for female pandas lasts about 5
days. For Lingling this time is expected to be between
the middle of April and the first of May. To make sure,
the male panda from London will remain in Washington
until almost June. He will go home then even if he has
not been successful.

The London panda is now living in the same building
as the Washington pandas. However, the two males will
never share a room. Zoo keepers do not want to give them
a chance to fight. But they do expect the two males
to call to each other and may be insult each other as well.

Zoo keepers say it is possible that Jiajia’s presence
- could make Xingxing angry enough to want to mate with
Lingling. They say Chinese animal experts have reported
that a little competition might help.

Tomorrow we will continue our report on pandas.

—— Chris fohnson 1981.3.11.



New Words and Phrases

panda ['pends] 2. &3
giant panda KA
zoo [zu:] =, B Rl
mate v. ZHL, XRs REC
n. A1)

have a haby HF Ty PR
gift n, L&,
republic [ri'pablik] n. H:FniE

the People’s Republic of

artificial [ a:ti'fifs]] a.
ARy, A%
insemination [in semi'neifsn]
n. BrE
luck n. B, £i8
excellent ['eksolont] a.
BRI, R
stomach ['stamak] n. =]
stomach problem 8

China hiE A RILFIE pregnant ['pregnant] a. {RRH)
keeper a. BER @R fertile ['fo:tail; £ 'fo:til] a.
male a. nHY, HH, B AR, BEB, IR
female {'fi:meil] a. 8y, M fertile period TR

i, %y  make sure FOI, Filk, BiE
step in TH, EFs £ share [[ed] o. SHE, 4%
reproductive [, ri:pro'daktiv] insult [in'salt] v. 5%, B

a. BAEGHHK, &R competition [ kompi'tifon] n.
sperm n. B, BT T, LLPE

reproductive sperm

Bk, ®T
Notes

1. He was sent over in the hope that he will mate with Lingling ..,

4&&@%5@53@%@%@%%5‘%3&@& ''''''
1) Aprh over (i) HEIH, 5 send —BHKREEDE, BER

“EEERBE",

2} in the hope thf\.t e WE A E, 5%, that 3IHEMIE

~
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WA, #E—F BB hope,
. But the artificial insemination did not work.
BRI KA LRERRKT,
A work oK RENT. FoR. BRL BTh, EEEA.
%), Your idea won’t work in practice.
PREGEARTE SCRR MR & BRI o
The medicine worked.
IMBEWHEAT,
. A female may show no signs of this condition until shortly befere
her baby is born.
MR E B4 SR R R B R,
“MERXWTYF + untl SIHKMNDREIE" HERHE
e
#i, We won’t start until Bob comes.
BB EBLBERITT &304,

She didn’t arrive until 6 o’clock.

WE BN A EL

Comprehension

. Why was Jiajia sent to Washington from London ?
What was the weather like when Jiajia arrived in New York ?
Why did observers say this was a good sign ?

. Give the name of a female panda at the National Zoo in Washing-
ton. !
When and from where were these two pandas sent to the United
States ?

. Why and how did zoo keepers decide to step in ?

. Where did Britain receive Jiajia ? How old is he now ?

" What does his name mean ?

Why was Jiajia free to visit Washington this year ?
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5. How many times can female pandas become pregnant a year ?
And how many babies can they have at once ?
“Nhy is it often difficult to tell if a panda is pregnant ?

6. How long does the fertile period for female pandas last ?

7. “Why will the two males never share a room ?
Why do zoo keepers expect them to call to each other and even

insult each other ?

thE X MRAEZE B 5P (—)

PR At BRI HE YERBIRE. HB0E kK E
B0 2 A8 Ll 5 A 0 I ST 2 By W o B RS R RS 2 — R 3R
B SN WIEAAERN, EETE, WEKAMNGRE,
RERIAEIEL, FOVREREFEESEH LK, FHRE,
SYEERARY, BEMRREESZ LR BERE
L.

RROLFLRABT, MHAFMN N W H Z 1972
SEAERALY M rh 4 N RIEA B R BRI . AR TIRE
FEROFRFT . MMRH—HBELRRI.

Fih, SHYEEBEANR NS, SEREKILARB KL
A, BREBEAM. R, EXREBEFTILEZE,
fIREFH, TFLUHH.

F4E, RS YEEE AR ET O — SR,
MR SHERBEAR R AN, ERXKATRERKT.
A4, MIIAREEYEERT EE. B, XEAR
WATREF BRI B S



KT 1974 FEZPEENERE, MHRENS L ME
AFRRERRRE. SEEF—RE, SRS, SR
BRSNS SE T — B, B —N B MR TR . IR
5 BN AT 2 IR Sk, A6 SRS W R AR T B, &Y
WG EARYL, M E@EE R R R R 2
o WL E R3S R LB R

W SEMBAE FREM 2 — R, B TTREE 5 — 3%, Bk,
HRHEEZ L,

UL RE A TR B AR 2R B R AR, B T BE A AR D
HESE B BG4 A R R R

BRI A N LR, KRR B T 7
AFAMEA—HZE, A THEETH, SERNXLA
RET AR — A REA A i, REA TR, BEHATHR
B

3SR T T RE T B 5 A R B Tk AR AR 7E R - 3R
HiPY, BEBLARBAZRASBE-IRR, SHYRETE
ARRBAENHHLE, AR HEH B TL AR
WLME RN, REETHEMTER.

HYETEARYL, N FETHENNERSE, UE
FHEBSHRHRZE. 03, FEDYEFREL. §—
RIES TREH BT Bl

WX B A1 M 4k S 2 AR M L3

FLENT - AW
1981.3.11.



2. Chinese Giant Pandas Abroad (3)

Giant pandas can become pregnant only once a year.
For Lingling at the National Zoo in Washington, it’s
that time again'. Lingling and Washington’s male panda,
Xingxing, have failed to mate during the past six years.

In 1980, zoo officials put some of Xingxing’s repro~
ductive sperm cells into Lingling with a needle, but
she did not become pregnant. Last year they brought
her Jiajia, the male panda from the London Zoo. But
the two pandas fought instcad of mating.

A few weeks ago, Lingling showed signs that she
was ready to mate. Again she and Xingxing tried and
again they failed, so zoo officials tried something. new?,
They gave the femalc panda fresh and frozen sperm from
both male pandas. On the first day she received sperm
from the London panda. On the next two days she re-
ceived sperm from the Washington panda. It will take
about four months to learn if Lingling is pregnant.

Pandas, unlike humans and many other animals, show
no signs of being pregnant. This is because baby pandas
are 50 small. A grown female panda usually weighs more
than one hundred kilograms, but her baby usually weighs
less than half a kilogram at birth.

If Lingling does become pregnant, it will be almost
impossible to tell which male panda is the father®. Scien-
tists could test the fetus, but they would have to give Ling-
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ling drugs to make her unconscious. This would be dan-
gerous. Zoo officials believe it is more important to
leave the panda alone. They want to give her the best
chance to have a healthy baby, if she is, in fact,
pregnant.

This concern on the part of zoo officials in Washing-
ton is understandable, for only two giant pandas are known
to have been born outside Chinat. The first panda was
born in 1980 at the Chapultepec Zoo in Mexico City.
However, the mother panda accidently killed the haby
when it was only a few days old. Last July, the same
female panda gave birth to another baby. This time the
_little animal is doing well.

Giant pandas once lived in many parts of Asia. Today
they are found in nature in only three provinces of China.
Animal experts are not sure how many pandas remain.
Some say about one thousand. Others say as few as
three hundred.

The People’s Republic of China has created a research
center and protected area for wild pandas in Sichuan
Province. Last year Chinese scientists there were joined
by a group of Americans led by animal expert George
Fallo.

The scientists captured three wild pandas. They
put radio devices on the animals and then released them.
The radio signals led the scientists to where the pandas
ate, slept and mated. By learning more about the pandas
way of life, scientists hope to provide better protection for
pandas in the wild and improved methods of reproducing
in captivity,

—— Chris Fohnson 1982.4.1.



New Words
be ready to do something

WRIFTES
at birth hafasting
fetus ['fi:tos] n. s, BBIL

unconscious [an'konfas] a.
AENEH), RHEMHE,
BRI

and Phrases

on the part of H. . {EH{3AY,”
te—if
understandable
[,anda’steendabl] a.
T LB
give birth to HFE, Sk
capture ['kapts] v. IR, 1k

in fact ®a%, |k protection [pro‘tekfon] n. ffip
concern [kon'sa:n] n., v. wild [waild] a. BFE, FAEN
Kby, M
Notes

1. It’s that time again.
BAE XA T o
it 2 ARRRE,

&,

FoRINAEL,

that time SR FRIKEN M

2. So zoo officials tried something new.

B, SPEEEARRR TR TE,

Fo el new f something WyJR B IR, WA

some=

thing, anything, everything, nothing K, RS, -
There’s nothing interesting in his story.
B B B T 2 BRI R,
Is there anything important in her report ?
WHIME D T H2EBEROREG?

3. ... it will be almost impossible to tell which male panda is the

father.

soee JLAF- A< BE 31 g 0 s 2 R

B AN

it)ﬁ%a



4,

W

(=

it IR ANE, to tell FRRARIR AR AGIE A SR,
{EAEATHE which FHAR MDD RENG), to tell MR T IKE,
£/ impossible,
... for only two giant pandas are known to have been born outside
China.
oo BUORIESRL R H I RBONE TR BB SME 45T,

for JoFERH, BEFREAZX,

Comprehension

. What time is it now for Lingling, the female panda at the National

Zoo in Washington ?
Why had the officials brought her Jiajia from the London Zoo ?
Did Lingling and Jiajia mate successfully ?

. What did the zoo officials try ?

When will they know if Lingling is pregnant ? Why ?

. Why will it be difficult to tell which male panda is the father if

Lingling does become pregnant ?

How many giant pandas have been born outside China ?

. Where can wild giant pandas be found now ?
. How many wild pandas were captured ? Why were they released

then ?

FEXEEERNE)
KEM—ERENRE— K. BEXZRELEWE L

PR IR IR T o RATENSE P, 3030 4R IR0G A (8
BAPORHE AR IR M AL
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19804F, Bh¥yIE B E A FIE NI — L0 T 0E 5 B 2
TR, HERBMENRE, RE, MITIRRHERT %M@
YA AR — . {HH, XPLMEMIEERER
Bo, MR REET,

JIANBHILIRT, ¥R R M R BRI R, i
M= WA R, WX REWT . Hill, siyEEHEA
FORT BTtk Al A3k 2 R B b SRR B B V45 A R
WA BICREERRA 2 ko B RERBEAA BN
Bo HIEWR, HBZHERABENER KBEENAA LU
JEA BERIE R I IL T T2 E

RIMARAMIMT 250, BENBRRBGLAIRZENY
BR, XEFRIFREBBR AN — K BUFHERM— BAE—F
EAFT, T AR A AN R A TEARE,

RIS E BHLARE 18, JLF A REAIBTIR S A RS AL
Fo PHEFTW LB LR BRI AR, (HEABATLHRX 2
BHITHY RRRY. XELKN. FUEHARTIAY, EHE
FER R B R R . TSR RiENLSE
H— A BENE T, RNETERZNIE.

R Py A BRSO IR R T LU AR, B
WA, fEHEES, RAPLKRMEES. H—LB%T
1980 4E 76 EPY I A W/R e WIS W e A, HEAA o JL
K. BBEHE AT, RELH, XM
=4, HRXRDHYEL BIF

KEH VLT UMY Tr S KATE, REBRRD,
REEPEREZDANEFENEN. 3YEERFELAS
SRR TE. AU, RAH—T%. HHY, REZH
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