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Forward

China is the first country breeding fish in pond and there has been long
history raising fresh water fish since the end of Zhou and the beginning of
Yin Dynasty (about 11th Century B.C.) when the earliest record occurred.
Over 2400 years ago, Fan Li, the Premiere of Yue State summarized fish-
farming experience and wrote a book, which is the first specialist edition in
the world. So when Chinese people discovered golden crucian carp, they
were able to produce and reproduce fish following the related theories.

It is known the goldfish evolved from wild crucian carp. But over one
thousand of years ago when "mysterious" golden crucian carp occurred for
genetic variation, people didn't understand why, so they put them in special
"Let Go" ponds, which gave birth to goldfish.

1t should be in South Song Dynasty (about 900 years ago) that Chinese
people began cultivating goldfish in pond. After long-term artificial cultiva-
tion, goldfish varieties have been on the rise, especially, with the advance
of modern genetics and utilization of various hybridizations, the total variet-
ies can amount to 300.Compared with plants and other animals, goldfish
has much more variation in color and body shape, which has big difference
from its ancestor-wild crucian carp. The evolution of goldfish can demon-
strate that creature is not constant, can evolve from one single form to
various forms; the history cultivating goldfish can also illustrate creature
has hereditary variation. It is by following this very theory consciously or
unconsciously, Chinese goldfish culturist achieved the result today. They
worked hard, accumulated much experience and edited some specialist
books, which is good reference and big help for us to edit and publish this
book.

Both pictures and description are illustrated to introduce the features
of Chinese goldfish, hope it can help breeders, goldfish hobbyists, buyers
and sellers check the variety criteria. Editors of this book not only col-



lected much historical data, but also published many valuable pictures and
expressed their own ideas after careful research on the origin and name
source of Chinese goldfish Mr. Chan Chunping, Mr. Wang Deliang and Mr.
Sun Yansheng did their best to collect data and write some chapters. To
display more pictures of goldfish, Mr. Chan Chunping provided over 200
pictures of his collection and used his many experimental ponds to breed
more than 30 high quality and rare varieties.

Trusted by the secretariat of China Fisheries Society Aquarium Fish Com-
mittee, we published name list of Chinese goldfish as well as an appendix.
The competition judge criteria is also included in the book

In the course of edition, Professor Wu Huisheng and Wang Chunyuan
have helped us, For the more, Ms Wang munan, of Palace Museum, Mr.
Michnel D.Stewort, director of Aquarium Department of Hong Kong Ocean
Park, Mr. Zhang Chunguang of Animals Research Institute of China Science
Academy, Ms Fangfang of State Natural History Museum Sweden, also as-
sisted us. We owed them a lot in accomplishing this work. Thanks very much for
them.

Among the pictures of this book, Mr. Wu Huisheng provides
with006 , 038 , 039, 085, 087, 088, 089,091, 093, 095, 101,
140, 157 , 206, 218 , 221, 230, 235, 236, 237 , 250, 251
286, 290 ; Mr. Wang Chunyuan provided with 029, 030, 097 ,
098 , 100, 106, 125, 191, 200, 219, 225,232,233 , 234,
297 ; Mr. Li Zhende provides with 161, 199, 201 , 202, 203 ,
210, 223, 226, 228 , 229, 277 , 281, 297 ; Mr. Tian zhuang
provides with 215, 216, 224 and Mr. Yang Jun offers 156. All
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the other pictures are from@ Tung Hoi Aquarium Company.

Chief Compiler: Wang hongyuan
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