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Preface

Building upon my experience as an IELTS writing teacher and
professional writer, | have collected abundant writing materials au-
thentic from test centers and other media. This book is the result of
a combination of two years of teaching experience and the re-
search of IELTS writing skills, builhing upon equally as many hours
creating original writing samples to students preparing to take their
IELTS test. Thisbookhasbeendevelopedtobeused\intheclass—
room and for self-study .

The book covers both the General Training and Aeademlc
Test. Using a step-by-step approach, a deﬁaﬂedexplanaﬂon of
how to approach writing in IELTS is given, with each unit concen-
trating on one particular aspect of the writing test. The exercises
are designed to teach the required skills, focusing on practical ap-
plication of knowledge. Model answers are also included for stu-
dents to compare their own writing against, thereby gradually guid-

ing students in writing articles that fully meet the requirements of

the IELTS writing test in each section.

The materials in this book are all authentic, ksepingtheorigi-
nal style and content. The book is very helpful for the students who
are planning to take the IELTS test. The book also gives a predic-
tion of the IELTS in 2003, covering any possible topics which are
commonly seen in the test.

This book consists of two parts:

The first part is composed of four lectures. Lecture One gives




an overall requirement for writing and depicts an outiook of English
grammar, concentrating on complex sentences and the skills of co-
hesion and fluency. Lecture Two dedicates to the candidates who
are to take the General Model Test. This lecture imparts the nec-
essary vocabulary and model sentences commonly seen in Task 1.
Lecture Three focuses on task 1 for Academic candidates. This
lecture includes twenty more words and expressions, which are the
basis of chart description. Lecture Four presents an overview of
Task 2 for both General Training and Academic candidates, guided
by the booklet issued by Cambridge University. The second part of
the book is composed by the authentic topics from every test
stretching from 2001 till now in 2003. '

My thanks go to Professor Liu Yanfeng, who always gives me
enlightening ideas and suggestions. My special thanks should also
be given to Mr. Yang Zhenting, who is a very diligent and active
student in my class. He contributes a lot to this book. And Miss
Angel who is one of my net friends has also offered selfless helps
to me. Without the persons mentioned above and other friends
around me, this book would not be a success.
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General Introduction to IELTS Writing

The writing part of the IELTS is a one-hour test consisting of two tasks. Each
task is awarded a band score, and the two separate band scores are converted into a
final, or overall band score for the writing part.

You are recommended to spend 20 minutes on Task 1 and 40 minutes on Task
2. However, it is your responsibility to manage your own time. You may, if you wish,
attempt Task 2 before Task 1. They don’t have to be completed in chronological or-
der. It is important to bear in mind, however, that Task 2 is worth more marks than
Task 1. For example, if you were awarded a band 6 for Task 1, and a band 7 for
Task 2, your overall score for the writing would be band 7. However, if you were
awarded a band 7 for Task 1, and a band 6 for Task 2, then your overall score would
be 6. Therefore, if you spend too much time on Task 1, thus not allowing yourself
time to complete Task 2 adequately, your overall band score may be affected.

You must use a pencil for the writing test. You cannot use a pen. You can use
the question paper to make notes if you wish, but test papers cannot be taken out of
the room. You are not allowed to use a dictionary in the test.

M General Training Test

In the general training test, Task 1 is to write a letter. This may be an informal
letter to a friend or a formal letter requesting information or making a formal complaint,
for instance. You therefore need to be familiar with different writing styles. The word
length is restricted to 150 words. If you write too few words, it will affect your bad
score. To leave sufficient time for Task 2, it is therefore important that you practise
writing Task 1 questions in 20 minutes.

Task 2 is to write a 250-word essay on a topic of general interest. You are ex-
pected to present an opinion or a point of view in a style appropriate for the pumose.
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Therefore, you are expected to support and evaluate your ideas. You should spend
about 40 minutes on this task.

B Academic Test

Task 1 is to write a report. You are required to describe information from a given
set of data. The data are presented as either a chart or table of figures, and you have
to write a report for a university lecturer. To leave sufficient time for Task 2, it is
therefore important that you practise writing Task 1 questions in 20 minutes.

Task 2 is to write a 250 -word essay on a topic of general interest. However, you
should aim for a more academic style of writing in that you should present an argu-
ment to evaluate and support your opinions. This may involve comparing and contrast-
ing different points of view. You should adopt a more critical approach than in the gen-
eral training test, and aim for a more balanced essay. You are expected to write in
appropriate style for a college lecturer. The essay titles are intended to be of general
interest to university students. You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

M Scoring Criteria

Score 9 The reader finds the essay completely satisfactory. A point of view is
presented and developed, either arguing for and supporting one position or consider-
ing altemative positions by presenting and discussing relevant ideas and evidence.
The argument proceeds logically through the text with a clear progression of ideas.
There is plentiful material. A wide range of vocabulary is used appropriately. The
reader sees no errors in word formation or spelling. A wide range of sentence struc-
tures is used accurately and appropriately.

Score 8 This answer does not fully achieve level 9 in communicative quality, argu-
ments, ideas and evidence. There is a good range of appropriate vocabulary. The
reader sees no significant errors in word formation or spelling. The range of sentence
structures used is good, and is well controlled for accuracy and appropriateness.

Score 7 The reader finds this a satisfactory essay which generally communicates fiu-
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ently and only rarely causes strain. A point of view is presented, although it may be
unclear at times whether a single position is being taken or altemative positions being
considered. The argument has a clear progression overall although there may be mi-
nor isolated problems. Ideas and evidence are relevant and sufficient but more specific
detail may seem desirable. The range of vocabulary is fairly good and vocabulary is
usually used appropriately. Errors in word formation are rare and, while spelling errors
do occur, they are not intrusive. A satisfactory range of sentence structures occurs
and there are only occasional, minor flaws in the control of sentence structure.

Score 6 The reader finds this a mainly satisfactory essay which communicates with
some degree of fluency. Although there is sometimes strain for the reader, control of
organizational pattems and devices is evident. A point of view is presented aithough it
may be unclear whether a single position is being taken or altemative positions are be-
ing considered. The progression of the argument is not aiways clear, and it may be
difficult to distinguish main idea from supporting material. The relevance of some ideas
or evidence may be dubious and some specific support may seem desirable. The
range of vocabulary sometimes appears limited and is accompanied by the inappropri-
ateness of its use. Minor limitations of, or errors in, word choice sometimes intrude
on the reader. Word formation and spelling errors occur but are only slightly intrusive.
Sentence structures are generally adequate but the reader may feel that control is
achieved by the use of a restricted range of structures or, in contrast, that the use of
a wide variety of structures is not marked by the same level of structural accuracy.

Score 5 This is an essay which often causes strain for the reader is aware of an over-
all lack of fluency, there is a sense of an answer which has underlying coherence.
The essay introduces ideas although there may not be many of them or they may be
insufficiently developed. Arguments are presented but may lack clarity, relevance,
consistency or support. The range of vocabulary and appropriateness of its use are
limited. Lexical confusion and incorrect word choice are noticeable. Word formation
and spelling errors may be quite intrusive. There is a limited range of sentence struc-
tures and the greatest accuracy is achieved in short, simple sentences. Errors in such
areas as agreement of tenses and of subjects and verbs are noticeable.
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1. KiASshiRZ BRER

achieve success 3k7% i1

galn a reputation BR75A#

develop one’s talents 1% 3% 4k

relleve distress .52 /% /1

work a miracle £ 4 i

deserve blame, credit, praise, punishment, reward i 3% % %& , {618 {51%, 18
F¥p N SE AR, 4G ] 4

spread infection, a report, a rumor, a sail {53 E 4R, B RE, A IES ., &

it

cultivate a taste for 55 #1488

levy a tax on {EF2

check a tendency FH IF #& %

exert effort, control, influence, strength, pressure I5& %% J1 (FEfl, &, JI &,
J 1)

field a question, a phone call Bil3% % pi [a] 41, 6] & & 1%

invite danger, criticism, comments HBEK GEIE, PFiE)

Incur a danger, expense, a loss, criticism BB AR (A4, %k , #IE)

overcome, relieve, solve, sweep away difficulty (FZAR , /5, 25, TEI) IR M

curtail, lavish, meet, reduce, restrict expenditure (45, MK, %2, B, B
i) I

2. BIRASHBRNEER

account: accurate (¥ ), appropriate (154 #), authentic (¥ 3:#), clear
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(7HMTRY), distorted (FBHAY), entertaining( B # ), exhaustive(F/2H)), faithful
(B3R, full(2HE /), graphic(4:51#)) , systematic( REEHYT), true( LK), vivid
(E3hHY)

analysis: careful({F4i¥), cold(¥ #t#Y), deep(BRZN)), detailed (LK),
elaborate(I¥/R#Y), intelligent(BEBHAY ), penetrating(—#&f L), sober(¥##fY)

argument: cogent(& %R 71#), conclusive( 8 451E#), convincing(4 A {5 iR
1), flimsy(ShAMERIRK ), coercible(F Ul /1#), groundless( AR HEH), irrefut-
able( N KB H)), logical (GB# ), opposing(# /2 fK), powerful (4 J1 i), solid
(IR3LH), sound(&HK)), telling(F BEAR /149), valid(F % /), well-grounded (&
), well-knit( ™5 )

belief: complete (57 % 1), deep-rooted (1R # E /), fanatic(IF#AY), fim
("B3f), prevailing (#i17 #), unalterable ( A 7] g 28 ¥ ), unshakable ( 7 5] & 4%
), widespread(J i i iTHY)

co-operation: fruitful (4 B %), hamonious ( FIi& ), helpful (& £ B1#Y),
perfect(5E % #), wholehearted(2.0:f7), willing(15 )

effort: assiduous(ZI7% /), ceaseless( A #51), collective( &), concerted
(—3H), considerable( L kf]), consistent, (—E(#9) constant(GEZER), individu-
al(‘™AH) persistent( K1), redoubled(Hif&#H)), renewed( EHHY), successive
(GEZER)

imagination: active({EEK#Y), brillant(¥HEH)), creative(H BIiEERY), fertile
(EER”)), unbounded(TCIEIEH) , vivid(H4=BhHT)

investigation: close({74f]), elaborate(F£4H ), exhaustive(I¥/2H), exten-
sive(JIZH) , fruitless( ZE T L5 R i)

knowledge: ample(F &), basic(ZRif ), broad(FiZH)), close(FELR),
comprehensive( 435 /), elementary(34K), extensive(J IZH), fragmental( 375
WRERY) , intimate(1#/X/9), practical( s F/Y), professional (%), universal(]™
ZH)), wide() /), working( T1EARY)

3. E XA

ff P : solve, resolve, deal with, cope with, handle, tackle

B : get rid of, eradicate, eliminate

#c#i : rely on, depend on, count on

14 : very much, immensely, hugely, largely, greatly, enommously, tremendously
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#1% . damage, hurt, injure, hamm, impair
#F . give, offer, render, impart, provide

% F& . develop, cultivate, foster
K%\ . advantage, merit, virtue, benefit

#fA : disadvantage, detect, demerit, drawback
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1. ATE AR

2. MERFAMER,

3. RBAEHE A H— R,
4 T RBRE

—_JEBEUS

BEBERESSEREANE SR, HH 75 6 45 MIEMREER ¥4
H 4 a good range of sentence structure, SR IRAIESCE £ K84, IREPE UR
SUEW AN 54, T ETEERE LB IR, 0. £ | EiE
WA RIBAEE, T ERM MR —L B, REHREST .
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1. £iBMAE: Itis + adj./v.-ed + that clause

DMAERPRNTLUIEEMER .8 ) KN EHRRETN.

2) FRRH, 4 N ERMHE A MBI L =L T,

M EETTLLERE B, AR E MR 1990 4EB| 2000 HE1EZ I,

4)FAEERE FEATERIA F R H R SR AR, 52 R ] R e 1 R
RN .

5) 2 B BT A OUR SR 24 2Rt iR, T ELE S 3R Rk,

6)%F A B I MR B — N A S U R

2. RIEMNE:S+ V + that/wh-clause
1) EYHFFHMAEEREN, MR X BRI AR Sk E 15 %




