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Preface

Medical law is a relatively new area of law. It draws on, and overlaps with,
many other areas of law such as tort, family law, human rights and
criminal law. Apart from this hybrid legal basis it is also informed by
bioethical theory. This book draws those elements together to form a
comprehendible and succinct overview. The cases — and other relevant
material ~ will be linked by short comments that help to explain their legal
relevance. A brief introduction to the ethical principles that govern the
provision of healthcare will provide a framework for considering the
issues that arise in the cases. This ethical framework will include
discussion of the principles of autonomy, beneficence, non-maleficence,
justice and veracity. Following this, relevant cases and important judicial
dicta will illustrate the legal rules and principles of each key area of
healthcare law. Relevant statutory material will be included as will
appropriate extracts from professional bodies’ codes of practice.
Interspersed with the cases and materials ‘think points’ will be used to test
the student’s understanding and guide him/her towards the important
and contentious issues.

The primary aim of this book is to provide a rapid and easy access to the
important cases within the area of healthcare law. It will provide a
valuable adjunct to more substantial texts as well as being an essential
revision tool. It will also provide a useful springboard from which a
student could dive into the deep waters of research. A secondary aim of
the book is to provide a summary of healthcare law to students and
practitioners of other disciplines. Doctors, nurses, other healthcare
workers and bioethicists will all find the book a ready source of relevant
case law and material written in clear English.

The author has made every effort to ensure that the law is correctly stated

as of 31 January 2001.

Alasdair Maclean
May 2001
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