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Abstract

This book is a study on the vijiaptimatra — thoughts of the three
great masters Maitreya, Asanga and Vasubandhu of Yogdcara-
school of ancient indian  Buddhism,  which, named Miila-
vijiaptimatra-theory in this book, includes three parts: Mila-
vijiaptimatra-ti () theory, Miila-vijiaptimatra-xiang (#) theo-
ry and Maiila-vijhaptimatra-yong (fH) theory. The last one has been
studied by many Buddhism scholars till now. But the other two have
been almost omitted in traditional Buddhism study unexpectedly.
Therefore, this book focuses on these two aspects of Mila-
vijiiaptimatratdtheory. The texts for this study are versions translat-
ed by XuanZang, with other versions, such as Paramartha’ s ver-
sions, Tibetan versions, sanskrit texts etc. , as references.

This book consists of three parts. In the first part, the most
important content is macro-structure analysis of theory, which will
reveal the structure of Yogacara theory and mala-vijhaptimatra the-

ory; the first one includes five parts: dharma — laksana theory,
vijiaptimatra  theory,  pramana ( hetu-vidya ) theory,

bodhisattvacara theory, bhumi-pala theory; the latter one is re-
vealed to have two basic branches, namely vijfiaptimatra-theories of

asarfxskrtaﬁ "sraya and samskrtaashraya. As to the vijhaptimatra-
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theories of asamskrtadashraya and samskrtadashraya, the first one had

been further developped into tathagata-garbha theory of late period,
but omitted in the further development of Yogacara school, and
then denied by chinese vijiaptimatra-vadins. For this reason, this
book is an attempt to restore the complete picture of mula-vij
fiaptimatra theory. In this part, the author also discusses the devel-
opment of Buddhism toward vijiaptimatra theory before the rise of
Yogacara school according to Benti (4 &) theory, pratitya —
samutpada theory, Shijing (R #) theory. In this part, the Ti-
betan and Chinese translations of ’sastras of three masters have also
been discussed.

In the second part, the author gives two patterns about exis-
tence thoughts of mila-vijiaptimatra theory along with analyses
about three svabhavas, namely parikalpita-svabhava, para-tantra-

svabhava, parinispanna-svabhava , upon which the benti (7 fk)
thoughts of vijiaptimatra-theories of asaxpskgtadshraya and
saxfxsk{taashraya are  analyzed. Vijnaptimatra-theory  of
asarpsk{taﬁshraya takes asa:psk{ta-dharma tathata as prak{ti-

prabhasvara-citta and buddha-dhatu and tathagata-garbha, as the
keyashraya of all things (all dharmas), upon which vijfiaptimatra-
theory is constructed, and finally called tathagata-garbha theory in

chinese mainland. Vijfiaptimatra theory of samskrta ashraya takes

mila-vijiana as the keyashraya for all things (all dharmas), and

gives two forms of mila-vijfiana, the one is samklesha one ( alaya-
vijiana), the other composes of samklesha and parishuddha part

(alaya-vijiana and non-alaya-vijiagna). With mala-vijiana as basic
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concept, vijhaptimatra theory is formed, and becomes the main
branch of Yogacara theory in ancient India.

In the third part, the author shows the development of miila-
vijfiaptimatra thoughts according to the two aspects of pratitya-
samutpada and pratibhasa at first, then discusses the “anartha”
thoughts,  abhata-parikalpa thoughts, cittamatra thoughts,
vijiaptimatra and vijidnamatra thoughts through the analyses of
three fundamental concepts pratibhasa, vikalpa ( parikalpa) and

parinama. For chinese vijfiaptimatra-vadins, the two concepts of

vijiaptimatra and vijiGnamatra say the same thing, so both are
called weishi (MEH) in chinese versions, which had caused much
difficulty and misreading in chinese interpretation tradition of
Yogacara — school. Therefore, in this part the author discriminates
these two words. For this part the main research method is micro —
analysis of theory, which focuses on some key concepts such as
vijidnamatra, vijiaptimatra, pratibhasa, vikalpa (parikalpa) etc. ,
so as to tell the differences among the different works of the three
masters with comparison between different works, or different
texts, especially between the chinese versions and tibetan versions,
by which the truth of mila-vijhaptimatra — theory can be found.

Key words

1. mila-vijhaptimatra-thought, 2.samskrta-ashraya, 3. asamskrta -

ashraya, 4.pratibhasa, 5.parikalpa, 6.vijnaptimatra, 7. vijidnamatra.
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