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About the Author

After compiling my paper collection, I'm required to write something to introduce my
experience of doing research. However, I myself am a quite common person, who can
neither be listed in the field of scholars, nor can be qualified to be remembered in histo-
ry. Nevertheless I accept this requirement to write an autobiographicl note.

In the old shire of Yuzhang, beside the Lake of Poyang, in the north of Qingyunpu
County, about 30 lis away, there is a village, which was named Ganggian Village of
Huangtai Xiang in Song Dynasty (it is evidenced by graving words on old tombstone) . Tt
is just my hometown. In the 1950’s, I was bomn in a peasant family. There were no rel-
atives who had been to school three generations down to my father. With the foundation of
new China, luckily enough, there were some children who could go to school in my fami-
ly. However, when the Cultural Revolution began, 1 had to leave school and went back
to the field—herding cattle, picking up firewood, or planting together with the adults.
At that time I dreamed of high school very much, whereas [ was refused because of my
family background. I had no choice but to devote myself to my hometown. In spring, I
worked against the flood; in summer, I was busy harvesting and planting; in autumn, I
was busy harvesting; in winner, I helped to put up dykes. Even though there were so
many hardship, T felt no regret! Influenced by Gorky, I looked for books everywhere
and read them like a thirsty man seeing water.

After the Cultural Revolution, the college entrance examination was resumed. I
plucked up my courage and broke through all the blocks to take part in the exam, with
the hope of fulfilling my college dream. Unfortunately, my name was in the list who were
not enrolled. But I was made an exception to be employed by the village as a pupil teach-
er. From that time on I began my teaching career.

Because I was not willing to be lagged behind, I continued my study. At last, I
succeeded. After that, I began to realize the infiniteness of knowledge.

When in university, I was famous for “hard working”, which in turn often caused
teachers to praise me. Thus several years after my graduation, I was still the example
teachers used to show to the new students. At that time, my dream was to become a writ-
er, so I wrote day and night. Unluckily, there were only writing and submiting but no
reply, which made me only sigh. It was difficult to find an understanding friend, there-
fore I felt myself like “a bright pearl casting into darkness” .

After my graduation, I continued my teaching career. During those years, I wasted
a lot of time. The greatest achievement I got at that time was my marriage. Then every-
day there were the laughs of my child, and I could drink wine leisurely.

Jogny ap moqy



30

U 1954-2004

& | BETEAR ¢ BHAAKITH=BR

Persuaded by my relatives, I succeeded to become a postgraduate and began to study
Chinese Phonetics. My teacher Liao Zhenyou praised me for my ambition for archaic Chi-
nese, while in fact it was only my temporary interest. The university was not very far
from my home, so I often went home. Thus I left a pile of obligatory books for reading
tomorrow and felt comforted. It was lucky that my instructor could understand me and
trust me quite well. So I finished my study there with a muddled feeling.

1 always longed to look outside. So I went to Nanjing, where I could visit the traces
of the capital for six dynasties, and lament on the vast of the Yangtze River. And there 1
felt the profoundness of Master Lu and the carefulness of Master Li. During those three
years, [ didn’t care a lot for the things outside. The life of my family and the worry of my
parents were out of my consideration and became the moth in stray fragment of text.

After my study in Nanjing, [ took my wife and son to Fujian, where I could see the
beauty of mountains and experience the peculiarity of the native custom. Not very long af-
ter that time I came across Mr. WangNing, and came to Beijing with him. From then on
I had the oportunity to walk around the imperial wall of the school of ZhangHuang, and te
appreciate the beautiful scenery of Yanyuan. At the same time | understood Gu Yanwu’s
coming to the North, for its profound systematic leaming. And the predecessors in aca-
demic field such as Mr. Tang Zuofan, Mr. Guo Xiliang, Mr. He Jiuying, Mr. Shan
Rongfen and Mr. Yang Naisi, etc. were all men of virtue and real scholars. 1 could be
s0 lucky to inquire them some questions and serve by their side.

However, | am quite ignorant and stubborn, even not as clever as the average. Al-
though 1 am educated by several teachers, 1 have not achieved much. I like archaic Chi-
nese but I am not clever, however I like to get to the root. I once ask: is there any suc-
cessor about “Gu Yanwu’s “Shijing ancient thyme 10 category” . How much has been left
for Wu Cailao’s “Shijing Xieyun Buyin”? I strive hard these years in archaic books and
finally get some clues. My books are “ Chinese Archaic Phonetics Study of Early Qing Dy-
nasty” and “ Wuyu * shibuyin’ and Chinese Archaic Phonetics Study of Song Dynasty”
(the latter one will be published soon) . These two books are praised by the predecessors
as to be “realistic” and creative.

What 1 do everyday is trivial, and people with great ambition will not do it. 1 dare
not hope present people to agree with me, how can I expect the ancients to know? Not to
say nowadays archaic Chinese is not so prosperous, which only makes the Yanyvan Gar-
den old man have the pity of “Shuli”!

Now though I am among the “youth and the middle-aged”, with time passing on,
my determination has already been died out. Frail and failing before my time, I always
feel time is limited, so I am quite busy everyday, just like “Kuafu” running after the
sun. It is a fairy tale. For the time left, could I live long and achieve great success?

Not to know what I have said, it is my autobiographical note.

Nanchang native Zhang Minquan
May 2004, 47 years old.
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