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FOREWORD

—by Feng Kexi

This photo album past scenes of Chongging is edited by Chonging Municipal M with its collection of old shots, Before its
coming out, the editors sent a copy to me, asking me to take a look at it and give it a foreword. Though I haven't written much re-
cently, yet have found mysell brought back to the old days upon my going over those pictures, and 1 can not simply help writing
something for it.

Born in Jiang An in Southem Sichuan. | have been working in Chongging for about half a century from 1942 to now. Chongging
should be deemed as my second hometown. When 1 first came here, 1 worked with Xin Shu Paper in the editor’s office , which was
located in present White Elephant Street in the downtown area. A couple of years ago when I came to revisit there, [ saw the buid-
ings still standing there just like 50 years ago, but only surrounded with those new buildings. Later, I became manager of Democra-
cy Newspaper, an official paper hosted by China Democratic League, which issued its first paper on January lst, 1943, The houses
rented by the press as its offices at No. 51 in Minsheng Street has nothing been changed except the door number.

Working in the press circle then. I had more opportunities to contact frequently with those people in the news as well as art
and cultural worlds. We net each other primarily in the ditors® office of Xinhua Daily beside Hua Long Bridge, the "Home of
Democracy " in Teyuan, Tianguan Residence where Guo Moruo once lived and “Guo Xin Press”™ in Mao Er Shi etc. Teyuan was the
residence of Mr. Xianying, close to Shangging Temple and a public meeting center of China Democratic league, where a lot of
democratic revolutionary activities were carried out. It was also one of the places Ifrequently went to conduct interviews, Until now,
1 s1ill remembered vividly the curving path leading to Teyuan, the gate at the end of dozens of stairs and the rectangle-shaped two-
storied building looming in the scattering trees. Particularly the meeting-hall downstairs was farmlmr to all of those working in
Chongging press circle.

Tianguan Residence was built upon & slop on the Seven Star Hill cutside the Tongyuan Gate, Mr. Guo Moruo made his lodging
there when he came to Chongging from Wuhan. For several summers duing the Anti-Japanese War period, he would go and live in
the rural country near Laijia Bridge, taking shelter from the Japanese air raid, Then in winters, he would come back to the misty
and foggy city. Tianguan Residence used to be the gathering place where the democratic personages from various background fre-
quented. Next door to his house vras once the “Central Cultural Working Committee” led by Guo Moruo. In 1951 when he revisited
the city+ Mr. Guo Moruo wrote a poem titled “On visit to Tianguan Residence " which goes like this; “farewell long ago to Tianguan
Residence. while my house awaiting in silence; braved through shower of bombs from the foes, morning glories peering through
the holes of walls:++++™ In the note attached to the poem, he wrote, “No. & Tianguan Residence used to be the office of Central
Cultural Working Committee, and I rented the third floor to the west of the fourth yard, which had two rooms with a corridor. The
rooms had already been broken in the Japanese bombing, and walls of the rooms were pelled off with only the bamboo {rames left.
In Summer time, it would be miserably hot, but regardless of this terrible condition, Comrade Zhou Enlai often held meetings here
with those democratic people and cultural working staff. Sometimes there would be 60 to 70 people crowding in the rooms, working
day in and day out. My drama ‘Qu Yuan’ and ‘Hu fu’ were also finished here in the rooms. " I could still recall vividly those
interviews with those meetings and the exciting performances of *he dramas “Qu Yuen” and “Hu Fu” by Jin Shan, Bai Yang and
Shu Xiuwen in “Guo Tai Theater” and “Kang Jian Hall". Those grand scenes were still true to life in my mind, though they took
place 50 years ago!

Mao Er Shi in the north of the Yangtze River was another place some progressi freg d during Anti-Jap
War period because the International Press was also in there. International Press was founded in Wuhan by some of the most fa-
mous correspondents like Fan Changjiang, Meng Qiujiang and Gao Tmn in the beginning of the Anti-Japanese War era. As a demo-
cratic and progresaive news agent, it had a widespread fl all over the country. Later it moved to Liang Lu Kou
in the d area of Chongging. After the place wes desrroy!d by Japanese bombers, it moved again to Mao Er Shi which was
opposite to Hua Long Bridge. At that time, there was neither bridge nor boat available across the river between Hua Long Bridge
and the north bank of the river. To cross the river, we could only rely on a wooden boat. But we still managed to go there to discuss
about the matters concerning democratic press work.

My fellow reporters and met one another, sharing all those difficulties, dangers and joys in such places as Hua Long Bridge,
Tian Guan residence, Te Yuan and Mao Er Shi. Now they have almost changed and rows of stores, factories, schools and houses
have set up there. Only those 200 old pictures contained in this album could help me bring back the precious memories. Here 1
would like to remind people of every age, Never forget our history| I think this might be the commitment in making this photo al-
bum by the editors, publisher and T myseli.
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L) Part One. Old City of Chongqing

Ancient Chongging started its construction from Qin Dynasty.
he

gtze River and Han River. immigrated to the eastern part of Sichuan

nd during the late

ring-Autumn Period, the people called “Ba™, w

had originally lived in the area
between Ya

and settled in today’s downtown area of Chongging. They built their houses in the

area which was c

ed” Jliangzhou ™. In the ninth year of Emperor Hu Wen in Qin Dy

nasty (316 B. C), Qin conguered Ba nation and made Ba as one of its provinces. Ad

s

A full view of the downtown area of Chongging in 152
River f

per end of it being Chaotian Gate harbor where the two rivers united.

s, with Yangtze

wing in the south and Jialing River in the north, the right up-

ministrator Zhang Yi ordered to rebuild and enlarge the city on the basis of the an
cient city Ba Zi.

In the fourth y

sar of Jian Xing in Shu Han Dynasty (226 A. D. )}, Administrator
Li Yan changed the name of the city to Dacheng with a perimeter of 16 Li, building
Cang Long and White Tiger Gates and subsidiary towns. The south line of Dacheng
*s Chaotian Gate to Na
k.

mperor Wen Di in Sui Dyng

runs from te iji Gate and the north line runs from today's

Daliang Zi 1o People's P

In the first y

1y (581 A. D. ), Jiangzhou was

ling River which flew across the city was called Yu Riv

12 A, D), Yuzhou was

ar of Chongning in Song Dynasty (11
wngzh
In South So

changed t

mperor Guangzong was first named to be the ruler of

r of Chunxi (1189 A. D. ), he

Gongzhou s enthroned. In the 16th yea

upgraded Gonzhou to Chongqing Prefecture, symbolizing double congratulations for

tions , which was how the name of Ch e about. In the late

his pro

od of Sou

ngging
th Song Dynasty, the Mongolian troops invaded Shu (Sichuan}, Peng

t of the city. orde to undertake a basic move of full-scale

reinforcement of the city. was the foarth time of reinforcement of the city in

history, which extended into the upper part of today’s city area.

In the initial period of Emperor Hong Wu in Ming Dynasty (136

Admini

ator Dai Ding ordered a reconstruction of Chongging based on the orig

sites. The walls were about 30 meters high and the boarders of the

meters long. with rivers around as the protection ditches. There were 17 g
around the city, with 9 of them opened and 8 closed . which took after the “arrange
ment of Fuxi. "This reconstruction had become the basic frame of the city structure.

Although more reconstruction works were carried out in the inital period of Qing

Dynasty, the basic site of the city was as it had been. Until now,

walls was preserved quite well such as the places like Dongshui Gate and Tongy

Gate.
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Nanji Gate and Jinma Temple in the downtown area of Chongging in 1920s,
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Shaoxing Silk Mill in the north of Chongging in 1920s
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of Chongging in 1920s.
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Tongyuan Gate and a corner of the city wall,
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of Dongshui Gate.
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Streets at Lianjiang Gate.
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(2) Part Two. Port-openning in Late Qing Dynasty

In the 16th year of Emperor Guangxu in Qing Dynasty (1890 A. D. ), China
signed the *Special Terms to the Yantai Treaty”, namely the Chongging Commercial
Treaty with the British Government. On March Ist the next year, Chongging Cus-
toms was established , which marked the official opening of Chongging to the outside
world. After Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1885. Japan foreed an agreement from Chi-
na for Ck ing"s opening to the j side. Then, Britain, France, Japan, US
and Germany all set up their Consulates in Chongging one after another. Japan alos
took Wangjia Tuo district as its concession and Britain grabbed Dagiang Ba as its
permanent concession area, Warships of foreign countries crowded on the river dash-
mg around menascingly, The spider network centered around foreign enterprises ex-
tended its reaches into the whole Sichuan as well as into Southwestern China , gradu-
ally connecting Chongging and Southwestern China with world capitalist market-
place. The port opening of Chongging in late Qing Dynasty symbolized the beginning
of sermi-colonialism and semi-feudalism of the city.

With the opening-door of Chongging and the modernization of the navigation.
the national industrial and commercial circles in Chongging started up and gained
initial development under multiple supp i of imperialists . feudalists and feu-
dalistic warlords, with Juxing Cheng Bank and Baoyuan Tong Company as the glar-
ing examples, Chongging’s import and export trades among more than ten commer-
cial eities alogn Yangtze River ranked the third place only after Shanghai and Hank-
ou. being the largest city in the upper stream of Yangtze River.

The port-opening of Chongging in lave Qing Dynasty also caused the opening of
culture and education to the outside world. 1893 saw the reconstruction of French
Catholic Joseph Churchy and 1894 witnessed the opening of Qiujing Middle School
by US church and the founding of Guangyi Institution by British Christian Church.
The establishment of those missionary schools and hospitals served as a means for
capitalist penetration of culture. Meanwhile, with the introduction of western
medicine and the setup of courses such as natural science, history, geography and

foreign languases, they had also quickened the spread of science and greatly helped

to wipe out the ill-influence of feudalism,
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Japanese warships cruising on Jialing River.
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Tariff Bureau of Chongging Customs.
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Japanese concession area in Wangjia Tuo.
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Japanese Consulate in Chongging.
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British Customs on the south bank of Yangtze River.

MRED A F 1) A BB




