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Preface

Annual Report on Economic and Technological Development in
Agriculture is a serial academic publication by the Institute of Agri-
cultural Economics (IAE), Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sci-
ences (CAAS) . It has been published on a yearly basis and here
comes the eleventh annual collection for 2001, which plays an active
role in exchanging research views and policy consultation. It’s also
the summing - up of IAE’s annual scientific research progress e-
mbodied the painstaking efforts and wisdom of all the research staffs
within IAE. This very collection contains 20 reports or atticles wri-
tten by the researchers of the IAE in 2000.

All of these reports and articles were conducted on a wealth of em-
pirical investigations and analysis, which reflects the style of our own in a-
cademic research within IAE, that is, a combination of natural science
and social science, a combination of economic science and technological
science and a combination of micro and macro approaches.

The year of 2000 is a turning point for the new century. Facing
with the question as to where China’ s agriculture will go in the
new century, The Trend of Agricultural Reform and Development
of China in the 21st Century written by professor Niu Ruofeng
makes a in-depth analysis and offers some policy suggestions for fu-
ture development. As agriculture turns into a new period characte-
rized by equilibrium of food supply and demand in the main with a
surplus in abundant years, it has become a major task for us to carry
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out specific and intensive research on individual staple crops in the
field of agricultural economy. Problems faced by China’s Soybean
Industry and Some Policy Solutions by professor Zhu Xigang exa-
mines the supply and demand situation of soybean and relevant pro-
ducts in China, revealing the main problems existed in China’s soy-
bean industry with some pertinent policy solutions suggested.

The other 18 reports and articles analyze the economic issues related
to agriculture and rural development of China in areas such as the adjust-
ment of agricultural restructure, agricultural science and technology
progress and innovation, rural urbanization, WTO challenges, optimiza-
tion of agricultural resources allocation, environment improvement, poor
household credit, consumption of rural residents, enterprise system, rural
industry etc. These papers bring forward many creative ideas and empiri-
cal conclusions well worthy to be read.

There are Chinese and English versions of the report title, au-
thor and abstract, which facilitate reading and communication. The
reports or articles only represent the author’s opinion and conclu-
sion, comments concerning viewpoint, conclusion and methodology
are welcome.

The appendix provides some general information on the IAE,
including major ongoing research projects, publications and prize-
winning academic achievements of the IAE in 2000 and the current

divisions of the IAE and a list of their chiefs respectively.

Keming Qian
General Director,
Institute of Agricultural Economics,

Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences
September, 2001
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The Trend of Agricultural Reform and Development
of China in the 21st Century
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Niu Ruofeng
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Abstract

Faced with the economic globalization, the Chinese agriculture
must be undergoing a new technical revolution and a transformation
in management model as well as a reform in the ideas and concepts in
order to promote the all — round modernization of the rural China.
Agricultural development should give full play to China’s compara-
tive advantages, help farmers organize together, promote agricultur-
al integration, develop energetically human resources and bring

about ideal, institutional and organizational reforms.
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