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Unit 1 Autobiography

Intensive Reading

Elvis Presley

You would never have guessed any of this back in 1953 when a young
worker from the Parker Machinists Shop wandered into the Memphis Record-
ing Service on his lunch hour to record two songs as a birthday present for his
mother. He was Elvis Presley who became a very famous singer called The
King.

Presley chose to record two songs, “My Happiness” and “That’s When
Your Heartaches Begin”. What’s interesting about the choices is that Sam
Phillips, the owner, also owned Sun Records, an independent record label,
and was known to be looking for a white man who could sing in a black R&B
style.

~ In July of 1954, Elvis was back in the studio singing “That’s Alright
Mama” only now at Phillips’ suggestion, he has Scotty Moore playing guitar
and Bill Black on bass. Phillips, finally recognizing the potential, knew he
had the breakthrough star he had been looking for. Specifically, Phillips had
found a white guy who had the sound and feel of the black R&B artists he
had been recording.

By 1955 Elvis had recorded five songs for Sun Records and gained some

popularity in the South. What he also acquired was a new manager, Tom Par-

ker. The man knew how to market: he launched a campaign aimed at garnish-

i




ing national exposure for Elvis,

Parker wanted to move Elvis away from Sun so he began some fancy ne-
gotiations. According to the legend, Parker hawked the contract to Decca,
Mercury, Columbia and Atlantic—pitting them against one another to get
progressively higher bids. Ultimately, RCA bought Elvis’ Sun contract for
$ 40,000, a huge sum for that time. Because he was under 21 and therefore,
still a minor, Elvis’ father, Vernon had to sign the contract.

The second half of the decade was good to Elvis. Amazingly, eight of his
lifetime Top Ten songs are from the Fifties. This in spite of the fact that from
1958 through 1959, Elvis was in the U, S. Army.

With the advantage of hindsight, we all know what the future would
hold for Elvis Presley. Circumstances would catapult Elvis into a stardom un-
known before or since by any single artist. And, the road would wind into a
sad and tragic end. Beyond the Fifties we would never again have the inti-
mate, close feeling that Elvis evoked. It would be the last time that we felt

we could touch The King.
New Words & Expressions

Words

1. wander ['wonda] vi. &%,

2. heartache ['hatteik] n. £39F, D&

. style [stail] n. K&, S0k

. suggestion [sodzestfon] n. Y

. guitar [gi'ta:] n. Fth

. bass [beis] n. K%, BES

. potential [ patenfal] n. & a. ¥ 17 ;%7 (K
. breakthrough ['breikoru:] ». R

. artist ['actist | n. ZRFE

10. acquire [skwaia] vt. 318, F|
2
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

34

market ['makit] v. & n. EHFHLHE:TH
campaign [ kem'pein] n. X%

exposure [ik'spauze] n. BEE,BY

garnish ['gamil] v 035 ;%M SR
negotiation [nigoufieifon] n. RH, Bl
legend ['led3ond] n. f&i%,.{5&F

hawk [hok] v & n. HiR,.90E;E

contract ['kontraekt] n. & F]

pit [pit] v & n. HFFHES 5, FEW
progressively [ pragresivli] ad. #H#1, H 253 £
bid [bid] n. #4x, HH

ultimately ['altimatli] ad. B#

minor ['maina] a. /MY, RREH

decade ['dekeid] n. T4

amazingly [omeizigli] ad. & #, 4 AT H
advantage [od'vaintidz] n. %A
hindsight [‘haindsait] n. FEFREIE, F/FHEH
catapult ['kaetopalt] ». #ZER EF

stardom ['stazdem] n. ERA K S 4

wind [ waind] ». S8t g7

tragic ['tredsik] a. FERIKY

beyond [ bijond] prep. #it

intimate ['intimat] a. EHEH

. evoke [ivouk] »t. M2,5|#, 1815

Expressions

1. look for 3,3 %
2. aim at [iffi ¥, & Xt
3. pit... against... ffi--JR-- T 5
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