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Landscape Architecture: Profession and Education
Kongjian Yu and Dihua Li (editors)
Graduate School of Landscape Architecture, Peking University

Foreword

I found myself honoured by the invitation to foreword this comprehensive book that
celebrates the Establishment of the Graduate School of Landscape Architecture, and the Six
Anniversary of The Center for Landscape Architecture and Planning of Peking University.
It is also a privilege to be able to influence on the new generation of Landscape Architects in
China, especially at the significant stage of consolidating the profession.

This book is about Landscape Architecture: Profession and Education and will be the first
one in Chinese language addressed by the most remarkable landscape architects of this
moment, that broadly introduces landscape architecture in modern, and in a very wide-
ranging sense, from regional, urban, and community scale to places and gardens at the
small scale; and from ecological to art point view.

Is a great time to be a landscape architect. The spirit of place is alive and well on people’s
minds. Landscape architect is the profession of the future, but this future will be ours only
if we position ourselves to take the advantage of the opportunities presented by this major
shift to a global point of view... but this required from those who demand and need our
services to have a better understanding of the fundamental value of our work to the human
spirit.

The International Federation of Landscape Architects IFLA, is par excellence; an
instrument of international cooperation, as president it is my task to maintain that as a
reality. IFLA is a non-political organization, but we cannot ignore the latest circumstances:
very short after we toasted a new millennium full of hope, we have seen the war, terrorism,
recession, population explosion, deterioration of water, air and land resources, and new
epidemics, these have taken a heavy human toll, particularly in Africa, Asia and Latin
America. While we should not take on tasks outside our professional responsibility, it would
be both irresponsible and unwise not to pay attention to the torrent of social and cultural
change that is redefining the scope of the profession.

A conscious reconsideration of the role of the 21st century landscape architecture calls for our
interest, strength and courage with innovation, imagination and decision. It requires us to
come to terms with the present, face the challenges, develop a holistic thinking and
coordinate our efforts.

It is necessary to pose some questions about the environment and the time in which
landscape architects must function. How can be understood the role of this profession in the
21st century?. How are we dealing with these rapid changes?.

The challenges we face are complex and overwhelming. They are the characterisation of
social, political, economic and cultural processes at both local and global levels. Our

discussion must not stop at the simple manifestation of such processes. Rather, an effective
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solution only comes from a thorough understanding of the dialectic nature of the forces,
which are shaping our urban ecology, the public and the environment today.

I.andscape architects can be a driving force on the international scene to bring about changes
on many fronts of human attempt. From energy preservation to survivability of human race,
from open spaces and enclosure planning to fulfillment of spiritual feelings, and from
technical information - based project proposals to emotional and intuitive artful design
exercises - landscape architects, architects, urbanists, engineers and other design
professionals can work together for the noble cause of universal common good and social well
-being.

There is a brighter side on this profession. There is a world-wide saga of strategic ecosystem
and parks preserved, of rivers and lakes reclaimed, of comprehensive planning of regions,
counties and towns, of successful conservation and community landscape improvement
programs being conducted on both a massive governmental scale and through the efforts of
dedicated individuals. How to make a better world possible for all of us, how to design a
healthy environment, how tn preserve the cultural diversity, how to educate the new
generation of landscape architects, is what this book is about.

In education which is the most powerful force to bring about the change. The building of
knowledge societies places a premium upon processes of knowledge ~ sharing and how
education system and institutions can harness long established and newly emerging methods
of generating, analysing and disseminating knowledge and information. We can take further
encouragement from the fact that within our schools and universities there is being generated
a keen new interest in the relationship of people to their environment and a whole developing
of Landscape Planning and Design.

Landscape planning and Design education expand its concerns to the area of culture and
landscape heritage, the priorities are the protection of landscape diversity, the promotion of
cultural pluralism and intercultural dialogue. It is the purpose of education to help a student
capable to learn, to study, to research, and to communicate. Student should be offered an
opportunity to be open-minded, to understand the diversity, to utilize new technological
advances, to be environmental responsible, and to create on the basis of a philosophy and
the knowledge.

Happily, this new determination is coupled with a technological capability that makes it
possible now to reverse the downward trend of degradation. Clearly, within this century we
will have both the knowlédge and the means to create in China, in Colombia, in Greece, an
authentic paradise on earth.

[ commend this book as indispensable tool to all those who wish to understand the work, the
different approach that this wonderful profession holds for the world.

By Martha Cecilia Fajardo
President

International Federation of Landscape Architects

Bogoté, July 08, 2003
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