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It seems a conventional proposition that English society underwent a
process of commercialization in the pre-industrial period, but it is by no
eans an outdated subject. Modern world history has witnessed the full
Pplay of the might of commercialization which undoubtedly contributed to the
% Euilding-up of nation countries, the formation of the world system, the
E adjustment of the world pattern and the globalization of the world. Today,
%) the trend of globalization is so strong that any society is likely to and up in
% vain if it should attempt to reject or resist the commercialization of itself.
é In fact, the production and life of the modemn society can not dissociate
;% themselves from being commercialized, which is an inevitable trend of social
E development. As the ways to social development are complex and multiple,
tb the interpretation of a single mode often makes people misconstrue or
’k oversimplify the history.In modem society,the degree of industrialization
‘§ almost becomes the only measure of the social development,but the
modemization of a traditional society can never be realized at one
-  dimension.

To review the commercialization of Englandin 1500-1700 will provide
another vision of English society .The transformation of English society was
deeply rooted in and promoted by the commercialization in terms of the

Aimprovement of transport network,the restructuring of the market, the

Texploitation of foreign market,the development of land market,the
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specialization of agricultural economy,the flourish of rustic industries,the
expansion of cities and the emergence of new-type city,the extension of
merchant class and their political involvement,the intensity of mercantile policy,
the increment of merchant wealth,and the speed-up of capital accumulation,etc.
Therefore,the commercialization was the theme of that era.

The exploration of the commercialization of English society will
inevitably touch the grand subject of social development. It is surely an
arduous task to expound and discern it once involved. This book, though an
earnest attempt to resolve some problems, does not claim to offer a perfect
answer but rather raise a few questions in the hope of being answered by
others in the future.I believe that benefit are the reflection and
reinterpretation of the commercialization of English society as American
historian Richard Grassby once said, ‘reinterpreting the past has to be
continuous, but if historians are trapped in a theoretical or ideological swamp
and if the bedrock of facts is not secure, they have not advanced any further
than their predecessors in the eighteenth century’ . The historical experience
of English commercialization is very valuable,and by the comparison and
reflection, may help rid us habitual thinking and bestow new insights, which
is also the target of historiography.

This book is based on my dissertation with modifications. At first, I
hesitated to pick up the commercialization of English society as my proposal
for fear that such a grand subject is beyond my ability. Luckily, the dear
encouragement, the generous help and the enlightening instructions from my
teachers and fellow students during my doctorateacademic years help to
bring this work into being. Hereon,I would like to extend my special

thanks to my advisers, Professor Ou Yangzhen at Lanzhou University who

§
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' enlightened me on my profession, and Professor Shen Han at Nanjing
University who led me into the new research field. In the proposal-making,
- material-collecting, dissertation-writing and modifying, Professor Shen was
~always ready to help and instruct me. Besides his learned scrutiny,

innovative acuity and never-falling professionalism will benefit me for my
- lifetime. Also I feel greatly obliged to the committee of specialists’ who
have reviewed and okayed my dissertation, namely, Professor Zhu Huan
;from Northeast Normal University,Professor Zhu Xiaoyuan from Beijing
University,Professor Qian Chengdan, Professor Yang Yu, Professor Li
Qingyu, and Professor Bao Zhongwen from Nanjing University, Professor
Wang Jiafeng, from Zhejiang Normal University, and Researcher Chu
Zhaorui from Jiangsu Social Academy, whose sagacious opinions and
comments are undoubtedly help to the perfection of the book. I am also
indebted to Professor Colin Davis, Professor Edward Acton, Professor John
Charmley, Professor Roger Cooter, Dr. Mark Knights, Dr. Andy Wood at
University of East Anglia,and Professor Harry T. Dickinson at University of
Edinburgh, whose help and instructions enabled me to enrich my knowledge
about English historical literature. Last but not the least, my gratitude goes
to Ms.Guan Hong and Ms.Zhang Xiuping, editors of the People’ s
Publishing House in Beijing, whose ardent and industrious work in
publishing the book deserves recognition. Needless to say, faults and flaws
are my responsibilities.

This book is funded by Hangzhou Teacher’ s College.

Zhang Weiliang



