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Abstract

This book analyzes the practical problems in urban design, compares
and summarizes adaptive methods in the theories and practices of urban de-
sign in the past and present, in China and elsewhere, Based on the analysis,
comparison and summarization, and incorporating the philosophy of harmo-
nious development of the Adaptive Theory, it constructs the concept and
theory of adaptive urban design, establishes the relation and the functional
order of the adaptive branch of urban design, and perfects its adaptive ele-
ment system. The paper also explores and investigates the adaptability of
the programming technologies, administration and implementation and the
socio—economic effects of urban design in an attempt to search for urban
design strategies, which are suitable for the features of urban development
in our country. The book is mainly composed of the following three parts:

The first part is the literature review. Chapter One systematically ana-
lyzes and summarizes the development and the existing problems in domes-
tic and international urban design, puts forward the critical problems in
present—day urban design in China, illustrates the imperativeness and the
significance of constructing a theory of urban design with Chinese character-
istics, as well as determining the research task, methodology and frame-
work of the book.

Part Two, which consists of Chapters Two, Three, Four and Five, is
the research on concepts and theories. Through the process of constructing
the concept of adaptive urban design, the paper clarifies the distinction in
the conceptual succession and establishes the functional order and status of
the adaptive branch of urban design. Having tapped and drawn on adaptive
methodology and operating mechanism in the experience of urban design in
the East and in the West, it elaborates systematically the connotation and
patterns of the adaptive urban design, and establishes the theoretical princi-
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ple of the adaptive urban design with control and coordination at its core.
Besides, it makes clear the value orientation, object system, hierarchies,
content, operating design procedures of urban design, sets up a comprehen-
sive, multi— polar, and dynamic theoretical framework of adaptive urban
design and perfects its adaptive element system as well.

Part Three, which is composed of Chapters Six, Seven, Eight, and
Nine, is application research. On the basis of the preceding research, Part
Three makes a systematic and comprehensive attempt to regulate the pro-
gramming procedures, methods, content and profundity of urban design,
which accord with the urban construction supervisory system of our coun-
try. It sets up the evaluative standards and feedback mechanism, which is in
conformity with the actual condition of our country and with the character-
istics of dynamic adaptability. This part also expounds the organizing proce-
dures, legal system and organizing institutions of adaptive urban design,
and explores the adaptive executive mechanism of urban design. Further-
more, it reveals the stimulating effect of the interactive mechanism of urban
design and development on integrating urban spatial structure, stimulating
urban potential vitality and promoting social and economic development.

The unique feature of the book lies in the innovation of concepts and
theories, the exploration of the validity of its application, the exploration of
how to define urban design, and the adaptive relationship between it and the
existing city planning system. Its distinguishing feature also lies in related
research on how to construct the theoretical system and operating system of
adaptive urban design, how to regulate its operation, how to explore the
stimulating effect on urban development in the hope of improving the actual
effect of urban design. Hence, it has illuminating and directive significance

in the above— mentioned aspects.

Key words:urban  design; adaptability; concept; theory; application
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