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1. When I First Spoke To A Foreigner

I had studied English for almost ten years, but I seldom had a
chance to practice it orally. I could answer teachers’ questions in English
and could talk to my classmates using English words, but it was hard for
me to say complete sentences in English fluently. If I spoke to a foreign-
er, I would feel awkward and uncertain what to say.

Last year a friend of mine told me that one of his American friends
would come to visit him, and he invited me to join them and to give some
information about the Chinese history to the American friend. After I ac-
cepted the invitation, | was so excited that I would have a chance to
practice my spoken English. And meanwhile, I was very nervous. When
the day came, I was introduced to the American friend. [ greeted him by
searching for the right words in my poor vocabulary. Then I was in si-
lence. | was afraid to make mistakes. Anyway, I didn’t want to lose
face.

The American friend seemed to know what I was thinking. He be-
gan to ask questions about the Chinese history. He spoke slowly and
clearly and encouraged me to express what I wanted to say. I understood
what he meant and | tried my best to answer his questions. At first, |
spoke quite slowly and always paid attention to my pronunciation and
grammar. Gradually, I forgot about all these things. I felt that the pro-
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nunciation and grammar were unimportant and the most important thing
was to convey my ideas. Unaware of the rules learned in the classroom, !
began to speak fast and freely. We talked to each other smoothly.

Time passed quickly. Soon, it was time for us to say goodbye. Be-
fore they left, the American friend said to me: “You speak English quite
wellt”

This was the {irst time | spoke to a foreigner. This experience tells
me that 1o speak good English, you have to be brave. Don’t be afraid of
making mistakes. Don’t be afraid of losing face.
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2. Shopping In The Supermarket

Every time | go to the supermarket, | tend to spend more money
than I planned. So last week [ decided to cut down the expenses by
bringing less money with me. In a good mood, I went by bus to the su-
permarket.

Entering the supermarket, I was dazzled. There was a collection of
so many fine and exquisite things. 1 picked one thing I liked, and then
came upon another | was eager to get. Take it! As I browsed here and
there, my basket was getting full. Finally I came to the checkout with a
full load. When the cashier calculated the total amount, I suddenly re-
membered the money 1 had brought with me. Presently the young lady
told me the amount of money 1 had to pay. I tried my best to calm
down, pointing at one item and saying loudly, “Oh! I don’t want this
one, please take it out.” She did it without a single word. [ watched the
cash register. My God! I still couldn’t afford it. I had to take out anoth-
er item. The cashier looked at me with surprise. With my face blushing
and sweat flowing, I didn’t know what to say. The young lady smiled at
me and asked kindly, “Is it all right, now?” “Yes, that’s okay!” At
that moment, I just wanted to pay off the money and left the supermar-
ket as soon as possible.

Back at my dorm, I went over the embarrassing scene and decided
that whenever | went to the supermarket, I should take more money

with me. I would not play the game again.
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3. Why I Sit For CET- 67

Three years ago, 1 became a student of Medical College at Nankai
University. Not long after | began my study, I came to know that Wang
Hong, a senior student, had taken CET-6 twice, and was preparing for
it again.

“How did you do it for the first time?” I asked him.

“58.”

“What a pity! How about the second try?”

“59,” he sighed.

“Oh, my God!!”

He was disappointed and I didn’t know how to comfort him. The
situation is that he must pass CET- 6, otherwise he couldn’t get the de-
gree and graduate. All the medical students at Nankai University face the
same situation.

For us now, CET- 6 is a threshold that we must jump over, but on
the second thought, I think to have a good command of English is helpful
for our career in the long run.

Mr. Zhao, a friend of my father’s is a doctor. Very often he needs
to read some articles on medicine in newspapers or magazines. Most of
the articles are written in English. As his English is not good enough, he
finds it difficult to read them. “ I wish I had studied English harder
when I was at college,” he said to my father one day. “Now I have no
time to improve my English, ” he added.

My mother also works in a hospital. She told me a joke happened
several years ago. One day, a foreigner rushed into the hospital, and
looked worried. As no one could speak English, he just pointed to his
stomach. Then the doctors and nurses thought that he was suffering from
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a stomachache. They examined him carefully, only to find there was
nothing wrong with him. What’ s the matter? They were puzzled. At
the same time, the foreigner was in such a hurry that his face turned
pale. Fortunately there came a patient, and he could speak English. Af-
ter exchanging a few words, the patient said: “ He’s fine. He just wants
to know the way to the toilet.”

Of course, communication is important, especially for doctors. They
must know the exact effect of a new medicine, and the exact feeling of
any patient. Any small mistake made by doctors will result in serious
consequences. Therefore we must learn English well and master the most

popular language in the world. And CET- 6 is a step toward it.

1 R

IXFAE SOOI H 1957, ' 0l L S0 S B H AR 2 A 0 2 ) K
KEANEE RS ERBIE . EE S DI F R HE , ¥4y a5
BAYE EPR AN S =07 R UL A A B K 2 R E A R
ik, HAMRREHER, AKX, EHEH T EORENERTFIL,
SO STER A GRS . BB SCEE 48 A LU A i B 1 R [
SRR T s AR T 2% S BB, R — B0 O,



