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Unit U

Part One Basic Reading Practice( BRI R)

More and more often, the term “global village” is ysed to describe
the world and its people,..In a typical village, however, everyone
knows everyone else and the people face the same kinds; of problems.
How can the world be a village,  when it is home ‘to almost 6 billion
people? Political and technological changes in the past century; have
made the global vdlage possd)le

Political changts The years {ollowmg World War [l seemed to
promise peace and more equality amang people, Far example, the U-
nited Nations was founded in 1945 to help counitries resolve disputes
peacefully. This promise was soon shattered (¥T8 )gubowever, by the
Cold Wartension batween the United States and’ the Soviet Union.
These two superpowers engaged in an arms race, spending huge sums
of money on weapons, The other ndtions 6f the world were split into
two “sides”, And the world was frozen on a petpetual (FRIE W, Tl
#Y) state of hostility, seemingly on the brink {314&) of destruction.

It was not until the collapse (F#4&) of governments:in the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe between 1989 and 1991 that the Cold War
ended and the political ‘climate changed. The end of Cold War tension

. 1 .



made the global village more politically possible by opening new chan-
nels of communication between nations.

Technological changes Technologically, the greatest contributor
to the global village is the microchip — an electronic circuit on a tiny
chip. The microchip has made satellites and computers possible. These
forms of high-tech communications allow news and ideas to travel
quickly from country to country, making people aware of their neigh-
bors around the globe in dramatic new ways. Through the Intertiet,
we can get information from computers anywhere and carry on elec-
tronic conversations with people everywhere. Through television pro-
grams transmitted by satellite, we are exposed to many cultures.

‘What will happen in the twenty-first century and beyond? Almost
certainly the development of the global village will contitue. Not only
is this possible, but the challenges that' the world faces — for example,
pollution, population growth, and conflicts atnong people — will make

it necessary.
I . Vocabulary Bre‘akthroug[l‘ :

(1) Find qut the English equivalents in Column A from the Chinese

. terms given in Column B.

- ColumnA : 7 Column B
1. __ _ resolve dispute peacefully A, FTFFEHZT R IEE
2. __: _.armsrace ‘ B. #Bab
3. __  perpetual state of hostility €. BRMH%
4. ‘the brink of destruction D. FiFReg g
5. ___ .open new channels of ) S TET
communication  E. &R HEERTFE
6. superpowers’ F. K AMBMRE
7. ___ ricrochip G. BHKHE



8. high-tech commumecations H. &/ EH
(2) Define or explain the following words in the left-hand column

with the words or definitions given in the right-hand column .

Put the carresponding letter in the blanks before the word .

1. resolve A never-ending

2. shatter B sudden or exciting
3. global C decide or determine firmly
4. perpetual D of the whole earth

5. collapse E break suddenly into pieces
6. dramatic g F. fall down or fail completely
7. ____ transmt G. pass or send out (signals)

I . Comprehensjon Practice

1. The author compares the earth to a village mainly because
A. overpopulation makes the world smaller and smaller
B. great changes have taken place 1n the world !
C. tomputers bring péople closer to each other
D. TV programs are transmitted faster than ever before
2. Which of the following statements is true? * o .
A. The Cold War between the two superpowers split the world in-
to two “sides”.
B. The founding of the U.N. actually resulted in the world being
' split into two “sides”.
C. It was the U.S. and the Soviet Union that broke the promise of
the U.N. )
D. The ending of the Cold War stopped the disputes between coun-
tries.
3. The end of Cold War tension _______.

A. made the world like a village



B. caused the original two “sides” to become one side
C. made it possible for countries to communicate widely
D. stopped the hostility between nations

4. According to the author, it was that made the world a glob-

al village technologically.

A. high-tech communication

B. satellites and computers

C. internet and TV programs

D. microchip

5. The main idea of the passage is that

A. the political and technical changes resulted in the global village
and it will continue to develop

B. with the challenges the world face in the 21st century, the
global village will become even smaller

C. the development of the global village is possible and necessary in
the 21st century

D. high-tech communication is the greatest contributor to the globe

village

Is the health hazard from cell phones real?

The claim: Cell phones (F¥l) cause brain cancer. One Swedish
study‘ published last year found a link between long-term use of the
older analog (##1) cell phones and brain cancer; research in rats has
shown a link between cell-phone radiation and potentially cancer-caus-
ing DNA damage. _

The counterclaim (B i) : Cell phones are safe. The largest study
to date, published in the Journal of the National Cancer Institute,
surveyed 420, 000 cell-phone users from 1982 to 1995 and concluded

.4 .



there was no evidence of a brain-cancer link. Two smaller studies,
published last December in the Journal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation and the New Englund Journal of Medicine, came to similar
conclusions.
Expert analysis: Cancer experts feel that cell phones are safe for

short-term use — but note that more long term, .research is needed.

“Studies show that usmg cell phones for ten or fifteen years doesn’ t
seem to increase brain cancer risk, but-we don't have any research that
goes beyond that,” says Gansler. He points out that the analog phones
in the Swedish study give off much more radiation than today’s digital
ones. And as:for laboratory studies; “Results are much different in a
test tube or a rat than'they are in humaris, ” he #dds. But other experts
are more careful. " “Brain tumors (' 4}) grow slowly and'may not be
detected for more than a decade, " warns Henyy Lai; Ph.D., professor
of bio-engineering at'the University of Washington, in Seattle.’

I . Vocabulary Breakthrough )

(1) Find out the English équivalents in Column A from the Chinese

terms given in Column B.

Column A o Column B - -
1. _____ analog phone TR A, WFALFEN
2. ______ potentially cancer-causing - B. B#IAFH
3. long-term research : C. XBR# M2
4. _  American Medical Association D. B HBEHE
5. digital cell ‘phone - - E. BEBRLY
6. ______ came to similar conclusions ~F. KR

(2) Define or explain the following words in the left-hand column
with the words or definitions given in the right-hand column .

Put the corresponding letter in the blanks before the word .
.5 .



4.

[V - SV I

cell phéne A. give off

potential B. careful
____detect C. mobile phone

emit D. possible
_______ cautious E. discover

I . Comprehension Practice

. One Swedish study revealed that

A. use of old analog cell phones might cause brain cancer
B. cell phones have a strong radiation that can damage humans
C. the old analog cell phones can kill rats with their radiation

D. use of cell phones may result in the damage to humans DNA

. Which of the following statements is Not True of the counterclaim?

A. 420,000 cell-phone users are safe:after a decade of use.

B. 420,000 cell-phone users are still alive now.

C. Another study in an institute journal found no evidence of a can-
cer link. ’

D. The New England Journal of Medicine provided no negative

proof.

. What can we conclude according the studies of cell phone use?

A. Cell phones are safe to use forever.

B. There is no brain cancer risk at all.-

C. The results on humans and rats are similar.

D. There is no consistent (—Z(#J) evidence.

According to the last paragraph cancer experts believe that _
A. short-terin use of cell phones is not safe

B. long-term use of cell phones.is not safe

C. only the use of analog phones is not dangerous

D. studies should be more carefully observed

6



5. Professor Henry Lai implies that
A. cell phones cause brain cancers in animals like cats and dogs
B. it is hard to detect brain cancer caused by call phone radiation
C. it is too early to conclude that cell phones. are not a health hazard
D. it is too early to conclude that cell phones cause brain cancer

)

- Some people laugh quietly.  Others let loose with hearty laugher,
sometimes called a “belly” laugh. However we laugh, ilaughter-is @
hecessary.component of a healthy, happy life. We-can easily recOgmze
laughter, but what exactly is it?

First of all, laughter is a physxologlcal (4 H ) expression. This
expression is, in part, what we see and hear. According to medical re-
searchers; laughter is a serles of movements of the facial museles and
the breathing system. These movements give the diaphragm (F% fi5);
stomach, heart, 'lungs, ‘and liver a thorough massage (M) during a
hearty laugh. They also cause the production 'of adrfenaline (& L BR
) and increase the flow of blood to the heart and: bram The results
are a feeling of pleasure and well-being. e

It is also possible that laughter supports our bodies’ defenses
against disease. Studies at Loma Linda University School of Medicine
in California show that laighter may help cur white bloetfeells produce
anti-bodies to fight infection (f5%Y). SR SUETEEE

Laughter is also a psychologlcal expression. Accotding to psychol:
ogists, laughter expresses our mastery over fear and werty. Picture
what happens when a parent takes a yqun,g;hx!gd into a swimming
pool. At first, the child probaBly doesn’ t léugh and may even cry or
appear frightened. However, once the child is sure that the parent will
not let go, he or she is free to laugh, play with, and enjoy the water.

.7.



If laughter expresses mastery over fear and worry, then why do
people laugh when they are nervous or afraid? That is easy to explain.
People laugh then because they want to pretend to be in control. Pic-
ture a student who laughs easily before a big examination. The student
is saying to himself and to others, “See, this isn’t bothering me. I am
the master of this situation.” Laughter can help us through a difficult
time. [t can actually give us time to gain control. o

‘Laughter, then, measures our adjustment to the world around us.
If we can laugh when we are afraid, we will be able to gain control
over our fears; if we are secure and in ¢ontrol, then we can laugh and

enjoy life. |
I . Vocabulary Breakthrough

and out the English equivalents.in Column A from the Chinese terms
given in Column B.

Column A Column B

1. hearty laughter. A. EHFRALA

2.-___ . belly laugh B. HILER

3. __ white blood cells . C. :

4.. antibody D. £HEFH

5. _____ physiological expression E. GREIDS - WENEES
6. _____ respiratory system F. LHEEMR

7. __ psychological expression G. MAKRE, RENRES
8. facial muscles H. #EKXE

9. measure our adjustment to . R R4

I . Comprehension Practice

1. According to the passage, exactly, laughter is

A. leading us to a healthy and happy life
.8 -



B. a physiological and psychological expression

C. a facial expression

D. a massage to the body

. According to medical researchers, laughter is a series of movements
which 4

A. result in producing adrenaline

B. increase the {low of blood to the heart and braia

C. give your bddy a thorough mas;age

D. all of the above = ' ‘ e

. From paragraph 4 we learn that people also laugh when they

Wy
AR

A. feel fear and worry

B. are sure that they are safe

C. have overcome and defeated fear and worry . : v

D. are free from fear and worry -

. ‘According to paragraph 5, people laugh when they are nervous or
afraid because ‘

‘A, they want to.show their confidence in:controlling the situation

B. they can’t control their subconscious

C. they want to hide their true feelings

D. they want to pretend that they are not afraid.of s’anythmg at all

- The main idea of the passage is S ) ,

A. you have to laugh at anythmg if you want to enjoy life y

B. laughter is a good medicine for fear and worry

C. laughter can help us through a dlfflcult time

D. laughter does you good both physlcally and mentqlly



