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Ji~ THE GREAT PICTURE TREASURY
OF WORLD LITERARY MASTERPIECES

FOR CHILDREN
FROM THE EDITOR

With the development of the world’s culture, the desire
of children of all countries to read world literary master-
pieces for children is getting more and more eager. So it is
always our duty as publishers to introduce such'literature in
a popular and vivid way. For this reason we now edit and
publish “ The Great Picture Treasury of World Literary
‘Masterpieces for Children” (picture—story book) in order
to help our little friends to realize their fine hopes.

“The Great Picture Treasury”collects and edits famous
children’s literary works of the world, taking the history of
development of children’s literature as its thread. It mainly
includes fairy tales, fables, folktales, myths and jokes. Ac-
cording to plan, it is divided into “The Picture Treasury of
World Fairy Tales” , “ The Picture Treasury of World
Fables”, “The Picture Treasury of World Myths”, “The Pic-
ture Treasury of World Folktales” and “The Picture Treas-
ury of World Jokes”, over thirty volumes in total.

“The Great Picture Treasury” adopts large thirty—two
mo format throughout. The binding is exquisite and
original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language succinct
and clear. It adopts both Chinese and English text so that
little friends may learn English while they look at the pic-
tures and appreciate the works.

“ The Great Picture Treasury” is literary, interesting
and knowledgeable. There is no doubt that it will bring little
friends the enjoyment of beauty and the edification of art. It
will lead children to spread their wings of fantasy, to hover
in the mystical world over time and space, to achieve free-
dom of thought and imagination and understanding of na-
ture, society and themselves, so that they may grow up in a

hcalthy way.
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PREFACE OF THE PICTURE

TREASURY OF WORLD MYTHS
Dear little friends:

Today, we represent to you with pleasure another precious gift— “The Pic-
ture Treasury of World Myths”. The book is the third in the series “The Great
Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children”. Following “The
Picture Treasury of World Fairy Tales™ and “The Picture Treasury of World
Fables”, the book is another large series of Chinese—English picture—story book.
We hope that you still like it. .

A myth is an ancient story circulating among the people. and presenting su-
pernatural episodes. It submits to a process of oral tradition among people and
reflects the ideals, senses and feelings of men’s early years. It is a treasure—house
of the spiritual wealth of mankind, as well as the soil for world literature and art.
The miraculous plots and dreamlike imaginations in myths will let little friends
be enchanted and relaxed. There is no doubt that the different images of gods
can enlighten little friends, and bring them rich imaginations and deep
thinking; and the superhuman deeds of gods can let little friends know the de-
sires and demands of mankind, and grasp the fate and true meaning of life.
Furthermore, myths can let little friends have a better understanding of man, na-
ture and society. and finally spur them on to work hard to realize their ideals.

The book selects seventy—six world famous myths. including eighteen myths
by Chinese writers, and consists of more than three thousand pictures. It is col-
lected in five volumes and is arranged according to the history of the develop-
ment of world myths. The selected works includes famous Greek myths, as well
as influential early works such as Babylonian myths, Egyptian myths, Hebrew
myths, Indian myths and so on. Besides, North European myths, American
myths, Austratian myths and other countries’ myths are also included.

The editor in chief of the book is still Mr. Yan Wegjing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature. During the whole process of compilation. he has
set strict demands on the quality of the book, and made checks carefully; thus
ensuring its quality. Besides, the art advisor of the book is Mr. Jiang Weipu, di-’
rector of China Picture—story Book Publishing House and president of the
Chinese Institute of Picture—story Books. He has given serious instruction in the
planning, drawing and binding of the book. . _

The book is still written both in Chinese and English so that Chinese little
friends may learn English while appreciating the works. Besides, it makes things
convenient for foreign friends to read the book. We have specially invited the
American professors, Samuel Nicholson and Ella Nicholson to be the general ed-
itors of English. They have worked very seriously and diligently, and ensured the
accuracy and standardization of the English translations in the book.

The Editors
Juty, 1990
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In the beginning before the universe was established, the earth was

void. There was no heaven above and no earth below. The earth was in
darkness with water everywhere.

(2) ®HH, A—RUKE, MPER; BWMS, ARG BN
£, MRS, M4 0 XRER,

In the sea there was a monster named Apsu, and in the abyss there
was a lion—bodied monster with a dragon head named Tiawath. They
made trouble all the time.

—2—
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After a long time Tiawath gave birth to a god and a goddess. The
god was named Lukhmu, and the goddess was named Lakhamu. They
went to live in the heaven, and from then on, there was a difference be-
tween heaven and earth.

(4) XB L HUEL B maMED, 3T YA, RIPHED
At KA R A K el BT S 4

Lukhmu and Lakhamu gave birth to a god, Anshar, and a goddess,
Kishar. Afterwards Anshar and Kishar gave birth to the God of Heaven
Ana, the God of Water Ea, and many others.

—3—.



(5) KZEMEFEHEIRMHBES, FH-RREK, EHEUE, EF
JUT SRR W AT i X R

The sea monster saw an increase in the number of gods day by day.
and their forces continued to gather momentum. Apsu was very angry
and took his son, Mummu, to look for Tiawath and discuss a way to
deal with the situation.

(6) R WAL KALINMIR, REFEWRIA). BRI R X
L PIEIRAMBEIT.

Tiawath hated the gods bitterly and vowed to wipe them out.
Mummu decided to dispatch troops on a punitive expedition against the
gods. Apsu praised him very much for his idea.
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Tiawath created a group of ferocious soldiers. Among them were
serpents, monstrous dragons, fierce dogs, scorpion—men, fish—men, and
violent wind and rain; and they were supposed to completely wipe out
the gods.

(8) BAERG, MiiBHMAYAR AN B, 0 s e HE A i R
i, A B A A

Before going out to battle, she appointed her lover, Kingu, as chief
marshal and put “the fatal sign” into his chest, and let him have power to

make decisions for the gods’ fate.

—5
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The God of Wisdom, Ea, heard this news and promptly told his
father, Anshar, “Our ancestor Tiawath will soon attack us.”

(10) RWUTSEXIE, WML T30 B0 224 48 WA BT A5 35 2 bk
B TR, CFHE.

When Anshar heard this news, he let his son tell Tiawath not to de-
liberately provoke him. Ea was ordered to fly to the earth.
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When Ea went to talk with Tiawath, he saw that her face was con-
torted with a murderous look. He was so frightened that he returned
without saying a word.

(12) R ILT AL WAL, AEHFBSRKIUKE, EERE
X TiiES gl ES R

Ea’s son, Marduk, went to see his grandfather and volunteered to
lead the troops against the sea monster, but only if he were to be ap-
pointed the commander—in—chief of the gods.

el
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Anshar was very glad when he saw Marduk’s gallantry and at once
granted his request. He then sent a messenger, Gaga. to invite gods from
all the places for a banquet.

(14) EWGHGEE. ERZFE, °
AR AR XS,

The different gods arrived one after another. After the banquet
Anshar named Marduk the leader and vested him with full authority. All
the gods chorused their support.
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In order to confirm his destructive as well as his creative powers,
Marduk, by his words alone. caused the destruction and reconstruction
of a robe placed before him.
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The gods were very happy and cheered in unison, “Marduk, you
are our liberator. Nobody will disobey your orders!” They gave him their
weapons one after the other.



