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Organization of Computer System Components

Now that we’ ve examined what is a computer, let’s look again at our computer definition: A
computer is a fast and accurate symbol manipulating system that is organized to accept, store, and
process data and produce output results under the direction of a stored program of instructions.
This section explains why a computer is a system and how a computer system is organized. Let’s
examine each component of the system in more detail.

Input devices: Computer systems use many devices for input purpose. As we know. some
input devices allow direct human/machine communication, while some first require data to be
recorded on an input medium such as a magnetizable material. Devices that read data magnetically
recorded on specially coated plastic tapes or flexible or floppy plastic disks are popular. The
keyboard of a workstation connected directly to ... or ONLINE to ... a computer is an example of
a direct input device. Additional direct input devices include the mouse, input pen, touch screen,
and microphone. Regardless of the type of device used, all are components for interpretation and
communication between people and computer system.

Central processing unit: The heart of any computer system is the central processing unit.
There are three main sections found in the CPU of a typical personal computer system: The primary
storage section, the arithmetic logic section, and the control section. But these three sections
aren’t unique to personal computer: They are found in CPUs of all sizes.

Output devices: Like input units, output devices are instruments of interpretation and com-
munication between humans and computer systems of all sizes. These devices take output results
from the CPU in machine — coded form and convert them into a form that can be used by people or
as machine input in another processing cycle.

In personal computer systems, display screen and desktop printer are popular output devices.
Larger and faster printers, many online workstations, and magnetic tape drives are commonly found

in larger systems.

Now we can say, your new computer is a powerful tool designed to handle all your business
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and personal needs. The basic personal computer consists of a system unit, keyboard, display,
diskette drive, hard disk drive, mouse and printer. You may add a CD-ROM drive, additional
memory, and other options to expand your system to meet your particular needs.

And we know inside the system unit there are CPU, memory (ROM&RAM), disk drive,
diskette drives, and power supply. CPU is the controlling center of the entire computer system.
Memory stores information processing by the CPU. Any information contained in RAM will be lost
when the computer is turned off. Hard disk & diskettes store files of data, text, and programs.
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