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Abstract 1

Abstract

Based on the“Double Transition”background of Chinese economic
system and social structure, this book gives a thorough research and
systematic study into the sudden emergence of urban poverty from the
perspectives of economy, society, humanities, and history. Through the
study of integrating theories and practices, this book tries to set up a
strategic system with Chinese characteristics against urban poverty,
which hopefully can be helpful to slowing down the spread of urban
poverty at present, with the aim of taking into consideration in the in-
terests of all concerned and making a good coordination among them,
and especially maintaining the vital interests of the poor and weak in
real earnest and ensuring that they can share the benefits and achieve-
ments of reform and development so as to promote the all — around de-
velopment of economy, society and individual and fulfill the grand goal
of building all — around well — off society.

This book consists of seven chapters. Here are the main Content
and points:

Chapter One: as the introduction of the whole book, it comes
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straight to the point that the theoretical theme of studying urban
poverty and anti — poverty is the spirit of humanistic solicitude, and
makes clear the research subject and significance of this book, prepar-
ing the way for the theoretical rescarch and empirical analysis of the
following chapters. Moreover, the introduction makes a clear definition
to the basic connotation as well as the importance of anti — poverty in
spite of existing various opinions, and suggests classifications of the
types of poverty and index system for the measurement of poverty de-
gree. Meanwhile, from the perspective of historical document, it main-
ly illustrates poverty theories as held by Marxists, some poverty and
anti — poverty theories of the socialist countries in this transitional pe-
riod, and some representative poverty theories in economics and sociol-
ogy . The methodology and the train of thought, i.e.the framework of
thought, are specified in this part, which lays the necessary theoretical
foundations and makes the academic preparation for the analyses of
the subsequent chapters.

Chapter Two: it describes the existing situation of urban poverty
in China’s transitional period from the realistic and objective perspec-
tive. The sudden emergence of urban poverty is directly reflected from
the change of population structure of the urban poor.In order to ex-
plain this change, the author has borrowed the theory of social classifi-
cation from sociology and analyzes that with conversion, differentiation
occurs among the class that possess resources under the planned — e-
conomy system and a diversified setup comes into being in Chinese so-
cial classification. With the aggravated differentiation of social class,
the population structure of the urban poor has changed. In order to i-
dentify the scale of this change, this chapter has discussed the standard

for Chinese urban poverty line that cannot be unified at present, and
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the population scale of the urban poor measured according to different
standards of poverty line. According to the author, the population scale
should include the shifting poor pouring into the city from the coun-
tryside.Based on this, it analyzes the distribution and living conditions
of the urban poor.Using English scholar Townsend’s “ trisection of
poverty”as a reference, the book classifies the existing urban poverty
as the “basic poverty”, between absolute poverty and relative pover-
ty. In the end, it sums up the basic features and social influence of ur-
ban poverty in China’s transitional period.

Chapter Three: based on transition background of Chinese econo-
my and society, it gives all — around discussiong to the increasingly ap-
parent causes of Chinese urban poverty since 1990s. The transition of
Chinese economy and society is an irreversible trend. But the great dif-
ficulties in the process of conversion are revealed in the intensification
of the problem of urban poverty, which suggests that the causes of ur-
ban poverty are very complicated. In this chapter, the author first dis-
cusses the effects that interactions of economic growth, income distri-
bution and unemployment have on the intensification of urban pover-
ty. With the help of internal relations of the three, the book tries to

give a full analyses of the situation since 1990s of “three growths and

one enlargement” rapid economic growth, growing unemployment
rate in city, increasing rate of urban poverty and enlargement of in-
come difference. Second, the author takes social environment and per-
sonal factors into the framework of analyzing the causes of poverty,
mainly discussing that such factors as the unbalanced regional develop-
ment, the overall lagging of urbanization and partial over — develop-
ment, imperfection of new social securities and frangibility of human

capital play a comprehensive part in the occurrence of urban pover-
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ty.In this chapter, the analyses are given to the effects that economic
factors have on poverty as well as the constraints that some non — eco-
nomic factors such as society, culture and personal health and psychol-
ogy have on the sustained poverty. In the end, the author sums up the
above — mentioned causes and conclude that these causes affect and in-
tensify one another and there exists a feedback net——“the trap of
urban poverty” . And breaking the trap to help the poor households
shake off poverty is our original intention to advocate establishing the
system against urban poverty.

Chapter Four: it introduces the guiding ideology and framework
for the strategies against urban poverty in China’s transitional period.
Deng Xiaoping Theory and“Three Represents Thoughts”are the guid-
ing ideologies for the strategies against urban poverty in this transi-
tional period. According to this, this part suggests the basic guidelines
and strategic framework for anti — poverty. After offering a basic judg-
ment on the trend of China’s fighting against urban poverty in this
century, it also suggests the promoting stages for the strategies against
urban poverty and creatively offers a strategy mode of anti — poverty
that integrates fighting against urban poverty with helping the rural
poor.So the fourth chapter serves as a connecting link, introducing the
guides for anti — poverty strategies in this conversion period.

Chapter Five:it explores the types of economic strategies among
the choices of modes for fighting against urban poverty in conversion
period of China, mainly including: strengthening the macro — regula-
tion, coordinating regional economic development, deepening the re-
form of state — owned enterprises, straightening out the relations of in-
come and distribution, and enlarging the employment so as to promote

the fight against urban poverty all together. In the process of carrying



Abstract 5

out such anti — poverty strategy mode, the stress is laid on the
government’s role as a leading part, the poor’s role as a main body, the
participation of society and the coordination and unity of the three.

Chapter Six: it further explores the types of comprehensive
strategies among the choices of modes for urban anti — poverty in
China’s transitional period, including: strengthening the sustainable
development, quickening the speed of urbanization, improving social
securities, and enhancing the systematic innovations in pooling human
resources and increasing the effects that policy arrangements have on
anti urban poverty.

Chapter Seven: it is about the international experiences and enlighten-
ment of urban anti — poverty.Based on the conclusion that poverty is a
global problem, the book affirms the commonness that countries around the
world are all faced with poverty.But the differences of national system, e-
conomy, politics, culture and natural environment amongst various countries
determine the particularity. Therefore, China should critically learn the ex-
periences from other countries in carrying out the policies of urban anti —
poverty . For example, western developed countries’ institution construction
in long — term anti — poverty, the“growth ~ distribution” mode promoted by
developing countries in remedying poor and backward condition, the emer-
gency measures adopted by the former Soviet Union and Eastern European
countries to cope with abruptly increased poverty risk and social turbulence,
all this gives us much enlightenment to pond over and is quite helpful for us
to build and improve a strategic system with Chinese characteristics against
urban poverty.

In conclusion, the book tries to make an exploration in the fol-
lowing aspects:

1.The selection of the subject reflects the reality, predicting the
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future and offering solutions. As for the study of urban anti — poverty
in China, the academic circle has already made some achievements, but
it is this book that gives the first try to analyzes systematically the
theories and practices of anti urban poverty strategies in conversion
period . Furthermore, this book suggests some system constructions and
policies aiming at remedying the suddenly occurred urban poverty of
China in conversion period. It is easy to operate and spread.

2.1t pays attention to integrating Marxist poverty theories with
the practices of remedying urban poverty in China, makes Deng Xiaop-
ing Theory and“Three Represents Thoughts”as the guiding ideology
for China’s urban anti — poverty effort and correctly borrows the rep-
resentative theories concerning poverty study from western eco-
nomics, sociology, politics and cultural ethnics, for the purpose of com-
bining them closely so as to form a theoretical framework for the study
of urban poverty and anti — poverty.

3. Integrating the spirit of humanistic solicitude into the econom-
ic studies on poverty not only helps economics better to explain the
problem of poverty and guide the practice of fighting against poverty
more scientifically and efficiently, but also promotes the theoretical
course that economics reverts to“humanistic science”.

4. Colligating all the factors of economy, society, humanities that
result in the urban poverty in China’s transitional period in this book
analyzes the inter — relationship of these factors and put forward the
operating net for the trap of urban poverty.

5.1t creatively suggests that fighting against urban poverty
should be integrated with helping the rural poor so that a strategic
system of anti — poverty with integration of the city and country can

be set up, which is of great significance in promoting the development
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of help — the — poor in this century.Moreover, while analyzing the
macroeconomic policies in fighting against urban poverty, it tries to ar-
gue that the programs of “work for relief fund” and“ small credit”
which are used in the rural help — the — poor can be transplanted into
the plans of fighting against urban poverty.

6.The point that makes this book different from those studying
the sudden emergence of poverty since the 1990s is that it does not
merely realize the dilemma existing between preventing the spread of
urban poverty and deepening the reform of state — owned enterprises,
but brings forward the strategic status of the latter in fighting against
urban poverty. It explores the positive interactive mechanism of the
two and comes to a new idea that there exists compatibility between
the two.

7.1t extends the studies on urban poverty and anti — poverty to
the analyses of resource environment and humanistic factors, i.e. the
non — material poverty——ecological poverty, intellectual poverty,and
healthy poverty. It further analyzes the exhausted mineral resources,
urban poverty and its improvement, the fragility of human capital of
the poor population and its improving suggestions. This analysis is sel-
dom in the existing studies on urban poverty of China and fighting a-
gainst poverty.

8.As far as methodology is concerned, the book tries to carry out
inter — disciplinary studies of economics, sociology, politics, psycholo-
gy, cultural ethnics, bringing the standard study, empirical analyses,
quality analyses and quantitative analysis together so as to form the
methodological support for the analysis of urban poverty and anti —
poverty in China’s transitional period from multi - perspectives.

Meanwhile, because of the limitation of personal theoretical at-



