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FOREWORD

Interpreting at the top level is an extraordinarily demanding task. Absolute accuracy is just the starting
point. The really skilled interpreter also has to convey the nuances and subtleties, the thoughts behind the
words, the mood and character of the speaker, all without intruding his own personality or views. He must be
able to cope with the interpreter’ s worst nightmare, the untranslatable joke or pun. And when interpreting
Chinese, he has to bridge a cultural as well as a linguistic divide. Above all, he has to give the person being
interpreted the confidence that his message is getting across to his interlocutor in all its aspects. Like an airline
pilot, he must win the trust of his linguistic passengers. It’ s a highly responsible role and few interpreters
aspire to perform it at the very highest level.

Kevin Lin is one of that select band. He has interpreted monarchs, Presidents, Prime Ministers and politicians
of every stripe as well as business leaders. He is indisputably the foremost Chinese-English interpreter in the
UK and has earned a position among the world’ s best.

All that will make his book on Field Interpreting a must for aspiring interpreters. It teaches hard-core interpre-
ting skills rather than academic generalities, based on the author’ s experience of interpreting between Chinese
and British leaders in every field of endeavour.

In making his knowledge and expertise widely available to others in this way, Kevin Lin is performing an inval-
uable public service. Contacts between Britain and China are expanding rapidly in every field: government,
politics, business, culture, sport. On the Chinese side they range from the great cities of the eastern seaboard
with their long history of contacts with the outside world to the previously remote provinces and cities of the
interior. Standards of spoken English are indeed improving rapidly in China. Even so we shall need armies of
high quality interpreters to meet future needs, above all for business where standards are currently more
variable.

This book is an essential contribution to equipping those cadres to make the wheels of China’ s relations and
commerce with Britain and the United States turn smoothly. Kevin Lin is to be congratulated on identifying the
need for a book of this nature and for making his own remarkable talents available to a wide audience. I confi-
dently predict that it will become the essential textbook in this important and specialised field. There is no
better way to learn any skill than from a master.

Charles Powell
Lord Powell of Bayswater, President of the China Britain Business Council
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