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1.1 TOEFL Bulletin ¥# %X TWE #3143

The Test of Written English (TWE) is an essay test that gives you an
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opportunity to demonstrate your skill at performing academic writing tasks similar
to those required of students in North American universities. This includes the
ability to generate and organize ideas on paper, to support those ideas with examples
or evidence, and to compose in standard written English a response to an essay
question. Because TWE is intended to measure composition skills rather than
reading comprehension skills, topics are brief and easy to read. They are not based
on other reading material.

When you take the TWE test, you will be given one topic on which to write an
essay. TWE topics are designed to be fair and appropriate for international students
and required no specialized knowledge of any given subject matter.

After a test administration, all the essays are read by qualified readers who
assign scores based on a six-point scale. Your essay is read and evaluated by at least
two readers working independently. The score you receive is the average of the
scores assigned to the essay by the readers. The TWE score is not incorporated into
the total TOEFL score. Instead, a separate TWE score is reported on the TOEFL
score report.

12 HaregzEER

Reading the following directions before breaking the seal

1. The TWE essay question is printed on the inside of this test book.
2. Read the topic carefully. You may want to read it more than once to be sure you
understand what you are asked to write about.

3. Think before you write. Making notes may help you to organize your essay. Below
the essay topic is a space marked NOTES. You may use this area to outline your
essay or make notes.

4. Write only on the topic printed on the inside. (On the day of the test, if you write
on a topic other than the one given, your essay will not be scored.) Write clearly
and precisely. How well you write is much more important than how much you
write, but to cover the topic adequately, you may want to write more than one
paragraph.

5. Start writing your essay on the first line of Side 3 of the TWE answer sheet. Use
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Side 4 if you need more space. (Extra paper will not be provided at the test center.)
Write neatly and legibly. Do not skip lines. Do not write in very large letters or
leave large margins.

6. Check your work. Allow a few minutes before time has ended to read over your
essay and make any changes.

7. At the end of 30 minutes, stop writing and put your pencil down. (On the day of
the test, if you continue to write, it will be considered cheating.) Restart the
recording.

1.3 547k

Strongly shows the ability to write an organized, developed, and logical essay.
Specific examples and details support the main ideas of the essay. All the elements
of the essay are unified and cohesive. A variety of sentence structures are used
successfully, and sophisticated vocabulary is employed. Grammatical errors are
infrequent but a few minor mistakes may occur.

5

Shows the ability to write an organized, developed, and logical essay. The main
ideas are adequately supported by examples and details. Sentence structure may be
less varied and vocabulary less sophisticated than that of a level 6 essay. Some
grammatical errors will appear.

4

Shows a moderate ability to write an acceptable essay. Although main ideas
may be adequately supported, weakness in organization and development will be
apparent. Significant sentence-structure and vocabulary may lack sophistication or
be used inappropriately. Grammatical errors may be frequent.

3

Shows some minimal ability in writing an acceptable essay, but involves
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serious weakness in organization and development. Significant sentence-structure
and vocabulary problems occur, and there are frequent grammatical errors that
sometimes make the writer’s ideas difficult to comprehend.

2

Shows the inability to write an acceptable essay. Organization and development
are very weak and (or) nonexistent. Lacks unity and cohesion. Few if any specific
details may be given in support of the writer’s ideas. If details are given, they may

seem inappropriate.
1

Clearly shows the inability to write an acceptable essay. No apparent
development or organization. Sentences may be brief and incomplete and unrelated
to one another. Significant grammatical errors occur throughout the essay and make
it difficult to understand any of the author’s ideas. Writer may have completely
misunderstood the essay topic.
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1. It has recently been announced that a new restaurant may be built in your
neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why?
Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

2. Some people think that they can learn better by themselves than with a teacher.

Others think that it is always better to have a teacher. Which do you prefer?
Use specific reasons to develop your essay.

3. It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you
agree or disagree?
Use specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.
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1. Imagine that you have received some land to use as you wish. How would you use
this land?
Use specific details to explain your answer.

2. What is the most important animal in your country? Why is the animal important?
Use reasons and specific details to explain your answer.

3. What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in
the world today?
Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
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