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Tao Yuan-ming's Thought and s Relation
to thé ¢ Pure Talk{PhilosophicWit)
~of Mediaeval China

By Yin kle Chren BER%%

The great poet Tao Y:uéq'—ming(ass'?—fiz'!A,ﬁ,)
was also a great thinker, for he had created a
new theory of *‘living accard'iilghjto" Né.tﬁzée."”ﬁ'is
theory was a reconciliation of and an improvement
upon (i) the previous romantic but truthful Natur-
alists of the *‘Pure Talk’’ {F# (Philosophic Wlt)
who hag defied convention ard refused co-eperation
with the pew usurping regime, and (iiy the hypo-
critical and worldly Confucianizts who had served
the reigning dynasty and govermment in tha name
of morality but really for prefit and success,
Again, Tao Yuan.ming,unlike those previous Nat-
uralists, did not advise us how to prolong our phy-
siecal existence; but he taught us to throw our
spirit into the great cosmic stream,lo be one with
Nature, to live bravely and contented neither
bound to a life of the body, nor in conflict with
the Confucian moral standards, And, as his family
had long been Taoists of the ¢¢<Religion of the
Divire Teacher’' gh%x. Tao Yuar-Ming would




never give up his aneegtral faith: se he had never
been copverted to Budghism, and, thaugh seemingly
a Confucian, he remained at heart a Taoist of that
peculiar seet all his life, He had' thus really anti-
wipated the work of those Reformed or the New

Taoigts Whp borrowed ideas from the Zen Buddhists
Lﬁm) to improve and revigorate their 6wa religion
in the 12th cenfury,
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