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Sports Minister Lampooned
for Lack of Sporting
Knowledge

K CHRIEN

New British sports minister Richard Caborn has been
lampooned by the media after he revealed a startling
lack of knowledge about his country’s top sportsmen.
Caborn, appointed in the wake of the June 7 general election,
could not name the captain of the British Lions rugby team
touring Australia (Martin Johnson), any of the country’s top
jockeys or the coach of the England cricket team (Duncan
Fletcher). He explained his failure in an interview by saying
he was “more bothered about getting young kids into sport”,
but the press thought Caborn’s performance was shocking.
“Is this the most stupid sports minister ever?” asked the
Mirror. “Quiz shows Caborn to be the weakest link.” read
the headline in the Daily Telegraph. “His authority has
become suspect from he starts”. “Not good, minister,” said
the Daily Mail of Caborn’s effort.
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Quarter of Bus Drivers
Lack Driving Skills

TaAENOEaN

Nearly a quarter of the public bus drivers in India’s
capital — known for their appalling safety record —
lack basic driving skills and hundreds of them have vision
problems, a survey says. “Of the 9,500 drivers tested since
the start of the year, more than 23 percent were found wanting
in driving skills and in understanding of traffic rules,” said R K.
Parimoo, head of the Institute of Driver and Training
Research. There are more than 20,000 public transport bus
drivers on New Delhi roads and the institute conducts around
90 tests every day. About 500 of the drivers suffered from
either near vision or distant vision, Parimoo added. Another
25 suffered from color blindness, while five had irreparable
vision damage. More than 800 people have died on New
Delhi roads so far this year. Out of these deaths, 115 involved
city public buses. Those driving school buses performed no
better in the tests. Of the 300 school bus drivers assessed so
far, 20 percent were found lacking in road knowledge, said
the director of the institute run by India’s largest carmaker,
Maruti Udyog Ltd.
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Did Tainted Meat Kill

Mozart?
BREmEEILES?

The latest theory about Mozart’s untimely death on Dec.
5, 1791, at age 35 in Vienna suggests the culprit was
likely trichinosis. The illness is usually caused by eating
undercooked pork infested by the worm, and could explain
all of Mozart’s symptoms, which included fever, rash, limb
pain and swelling, says Dr. Jan Hirschmann of a Medical
Center in Seattle. Hirschmann offers as evidence a little letter
Mozart wrote to his wife 44 days before his illness began.
“What do I smell? ... pork cutlets! What a delicious taste! I
eat to your health,” Mozart wrote. “If his final illness was
indeed trichinosis, whose incubation period is up to 50 days,
Mozart may have unwittingly disclosed the precise cause
of his death — those very pork chops,” Hirschmann said.
Mozart died 15 days after he became ill. His doctors offered
only a vague cause of death — “severe miliary fever” —
and no autopsy was performed. His wife, Constanze,
reportedly said after his death that Mozart thought he was
being poisoned, and rumors circulated that his enemies,
including rival composer Antonio Salieri, may have done
him in. Mozart’s grave was dug up about seven years after
his death so it could be reused, and his remains were

dispersed. Therefore it is impossible to get any DNA sample
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for test. Hirschmann acknowledged that not being able to
be proved wrong “makes it much more enjoyable to
speculate.” Doctors like to review the master’s death because
“it’s fun and because it’s Mozart,” another expert said. “I
personally think that he died because they needed a new

choirmaster in heaven.”
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Sweet Nothings Are
Better Heard in the Left

Ear
BERETHI

Lovers take heed. If you are going to whisper sweet
nothings to your sweetheart, make sure it is through
the left ear. Teow-Chong Sim of Sam Houston State
University in the United States found in a study that
emotional words got through to people better when spoken
through the left ear, not the right. “The findings are consistent
with the role of the brain’s right hemisphere in the processing
of emotional stimuli,” Teow-Chong said in a statement at
the British Psychological Society’s European Congress. The
left ear is controlled by the right side of the brain. The
research involved speaking sets of emotional and non-
emotional words to 62 people through each ear. When asked
to recall the list of words they had heard, there was a 64
percent recall rate when emotional words were heard in the
left ear compared with 58 percent in the right. Scientists
have also found a left-ear advantage for stimuli including
musical chords and melodies.
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Mynah Want a Divorce?

NaaeEE?

A Chinese housewife is seeking divorce claiming the
family’s talking bird dropped clues on her husband’s
illicit affair, the Xinmin Evening News said. The woman from
southwestern Chonggqing city said she uncovered the affair
when their mynah began saying things like “Divorce.” “I love
you” and “Be patient” after it overheard the husband’s
telephone calls with his mistress. The woman said she
noticed the feathered tattle-tale’s strange new vocabulary
after she returned from a month-long visit with her parents.
Already suspecting her husband was having an affair, she
observed that the bird became particularly talkative
whenever the telephone rang, confirming her suspicions, the
report said. Last week she brought the bird to a law office
for consultation, hoping it could testify in court. “Can my
mynah be used as witness?” the newspaper quoted her as
asking. Lawyers were not optimistic. “The judges are
unlikely to rule against your husband based only on the

mynah’s words,” attorney Wu Di was quoted as telling her.

W GO RRme i) 8 PR REEATRERE, AR P
fEH QER 17 LRABRERL Dk X AR A v bR T E R A &
B B/ BT B T SCR A AR R R TS, FRRE i
BT, CREIRT, LT ZEBFA, T RERT LRIRGR
FoxfraL s, MEXBRRT —AH, BRERRAZX A LN
8)L¥a T R EAHIE R, C2IFHFRRELRATER RN



