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UNIT ONE

1. An Argument About the Sun

Directions: Read the following fable (a legend or myth that always has a moral) and discuss

in groups the questions below .

When Confucius (fL.F) was travelling in the eastern part of the country, he came upon two
children in a heated argument, so he asked them to tell him what it was all about.

“I think,” said one child, “that the sun is near to us at daybreak and far away from us at
noon.”

The other contended that the sun was far away at dawn and nearby at midday.

“When the sun first appears,” said one child, “it is as big as the canopy (%% Ti#) of a car-
riage, but at noon it is only the size of a plate or a bowl. Well, isn’t it true that objects far away
seem smaller while those nearby seem bigger?”

“When the sun comes out,” pointed out the other, “it is very cool, but at midday it is as hot
as putting your hand in boiling water. Well, isn’t it true that what is nearer to us is hotter and
what is farther off is cooler?”

Confucius was unable to settle the matter for them.

The two children laughed at him, “Who says you are a learned man?”

—from Liezi

- Questions:
1) How would you answer the children’s question?
2) Why couldn’t Confucius settle the matter?
3) What is the lesson of the fable?

2. Bedtime Stories
Directions: Of all the bedtime stories your grandparents or parents told you when you were a
little child, which one was the most interesting? Share your favorite story with

the other members in your group .

3. Chinese Fables
Directions: China is a country rich in fables such as “Qi Ren You Tian” (The Worrier of Qi)
and “Hua She Tian Zu” ( The “Finishing” Touch). Can you relate one of these

famous fables to your group members?



MYTHS AND LEGENDS

Mart Moody Tupper Lake pup retriever

Exercise 1

Directions: Listen to the passage and then answer the questions. Work in pairs to check your
answers..

1) Ducke

2) _His dig

3) She X'\,&Vf’-( e bocky  (Show up)

4) %(’-((Av\s( <H/\Q 405] 7S m‘ lw“ﬁ.[-ﬁ DIAD .

5) sty i

Exercise 2

Directions: Listen to the passage again and decide whether the following statements are true or
false. Put “T" for true and “F" for fal:se in the space provided . Check the answers
with your partner .

_F_ 1) Mart Moody made a living by hunting ducks.

L 2) The dog didn’t want to get the ducks because of her pregnancy.

L 3) The dog didn’t return home with Moody that night.

_T_ 4) Moody went to look for the dog the next morning.

T 5) The dog gave birth to three pups.

‘ 6) The dog and her pups got ten ducks altogether.

Exercise 3
Directions: Work in groups to talk about Mart Moody and his dog. Then share your ideas with

other groups in the class.



UNIT ONE

preacher Reverend carve shed yell damned

Exercise 1

Directions: Listen to the passage and answer the questions. Then check the answers with your
neighbor .

D praney

2) _twi ik

3) the W Sty

4) &AQ Mo §he {wo e e

5) went 10 *\'@‘\) o Kine o5 & (,\.\ e O Stma

6) S'[AC wont g\ <0 chaecle Ao bwa;_(lf\\%\/ S AR\ N

7) =e = A% Uf& i, 5'\(&“‘6

8) 'Tvbla s Lw&@ \(/\ ((’ft {\‘

§) T o s {,L,\\nf Wt 4y .iv-(_l& Q

10)

11)

12)

Exercise 2

Directions: Listen to the passage again and then role-play it in groups of three, being “the old

man”, “the guest” and “the daughter”.



MYTHS AND LEGENDS

Jack Storme Thebes Illinois sleek peer

Exercise 1

Directions: Listen to the passage and fill in the following blanks with the exact words you hear on
the tape.

(Buti0us (g
The Cat with the Wooden Paw
Jack Storme was the local barrel maker and blacksmith of Thebes, Illinois. He had a cat that
1) %ﬁwﬂﬁik\ %\ his shop. The cat was the best 2) st in the whole country, Jack said. He
kept the shop 3)'(04)'(J e @V‘f\“ﬁut, one day, the cat got caught in a piece of machinery and
4) ot o S‘M (‘”.tAof';er that, he began to%‘)id weel VL‘W\ and didn’t take any interest in anything, be-
cause he wasn’t getting enough to eat. ‘o&w Dasp
So, one day, Jack decided to 6) wale & % gor t \cat. He made it with his pocket knife and
7){“"9‘/‘&\ W Ok ﬁkkf{te&g\ ‘\i“l;;\tfoa-le cat began to i SM’“ o again. Jack decided to stay at the shop
one night to see how the cat 9) VN‘A“f)QA with his wooden paw.

After dark, the cat got down in front (_)f a n}ous.eh“le pr}d y\ﬁvgit}ed.mgretty soon a mouse
10)7¢Y 0wt deytiick as a flash the cat 11) _SE¢S UL W d kngeked it on the head with his wood-
en one. In no time, that cat had 12) €4n|a{0 in front of the mousehole.

(R
Exercise 2
Directions: Listen to the passage again and retell the story to your neighbor .



