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About the Author

When I was a second grade junior middle school student, the
“ Cultural Revolution ” broke out, forcing the suspension of all
schools in China. Like other young people at that time, I went to
work in countryside . After that, I had the experience of serving
as a soldier and a factory worker. It was not until 1978 that I
picked up schooling and was enrolled by Chinese People’s Univer-
sity.

My major at Chinese People’s University was Chinese histo-
rv, which was my favorite discipline. During the 1980’s and
1990’s, I focused on the research on the history of Ming and Qing
Dynasties and that of the contemporary era. I have a few books
published including Study on the Autocracy of Wei Zhongxian ,
the Emperor of Chong Zhen and the Japanese wversion of Chinese
Cultural Revolution Dictionary as well as some papers on history
and essays on culture.

After [ became a teacher with Beijing Broadcasting Institute
in 1982, I started to learn about television theories and I have

been totally devoted to the study on television since the 1990’s.
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The knowledge I gained from my major prove to be beneficial to
the new academic research. Some fundamental theories such as
sociology, culture science and political science, which bear rela-
tions to historical science, as well as the method of authentic proof
in historical science research are applied to the study on television
theories.

In the year of 1994, I have two papers published, which
marked the starting point of my research on TV theories. One is
The Clarity of Story — Telling in TV Dramas, and the other is
Naturalizing Techniques of TV Dramas. Since then, my aca-
demic research has been focusing on theories on the art of televi-
sion, television culture and comparison between Chinese television
programs and that in foreign countries. I got deeper understand-
ing about major theories and the reality of American television in-
dustry by study and research at Stanford University in 1995. 1
continued to follow this area after returning to China and pub-
lished a series of books on American television. These books in-
clude American TV Dramas, On Popular Culture — Analysis
of Genre of American TV Dramas , Talk Shows — the Power
and Influence of Broadcasting and TV Talk Shows and Televi-
sion — a Media Students’ Guide. The lést two are translated
works. 1 have finished a new book concerning American televi-
sion, which is called Study on Comparison between the Art of
Chinese Television and that of American Television . It is one of
the state projects on the science of art. Regarding the theories of
TV culture and the art of TV, I have another two books pub-
lished, called On TV Culture and Philosophy of Television Art
( Part1 ) .

Television theory is a new .and practical discipline. In recent

years, I have widely participated in the production of TV pro-



grams, in particular the planning of different programs. Besides,
I participated in the planning of general reform of some TV sta-
tions and TV channels, as well as a few national TV awards such
as Golden Eagle Award and Starlight Award for Chinese Televi-
sion. The participation of these activities has benefited me a lot in

the research on television theories.
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