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THE FOOLISH OLD MAN
WHO REMOVED THE MOUNTAINS

June 11, 1945

We have had a very successful congress. We have
done three things. First, we have decided on the line of
our Party, which is boldly to mobilize the masses® and
expand the people’s forces so that,® under the leadership
of our Party, they will defeat the Japanese aggressors,
liberate the whole people and build a new-democratic
China. Second, we have adopted the new Party Constitu-
tion.® Third, we have elected the leading body of the
Party — the Central Committee. Henceforth our task is to
lead the whole membership® in carrying out the Party
line. Ours has been a congress of victory, a congress of
unity. The delegates have made excellent comments on
the three reports.* Many comrades have undertaken self-
criticism® and, setting out with unity as the objective,®
have arrived at unity through self-criticism. This congress
is a model of unity, of self-criticism and of inner-Party®
democracy.

This was Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s concluding speech at the Seventh
National Congress of the Communist Party of China.

undertaken self-eriticism: {7 5 R#tFE. undertake Fh “HEH” MWEEH, X
B SEfT7, “MEH” . © seotting out with unity as the objeclive: J\[H
B AR XE TGS, AEREE, BMi/EHEE have arrived at unity,
RIAE K IR LB HTA BRI, BEOIMERN B RHS, DR
SHE RS THI. set out fi2h. () inner-Party: 5TIN. inner AN,
EIAMALEISAE: 1 inner life GAETT.
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When the congress closes, many comrades will be
leaving for their posts and the various war fronts.
Comrades, wherever you go, you should propagate the line
of the congress and, through the members of the Party,
explain it to the broad masses.

Our aim in propagating the line of the congress is to
build up the confidence of the whole Party and the entire
people in® the certain triumph of the revolution. We
must first raise the political consciousness of the vanguard
so that, resolute and unafraid of sacrifice, they will® sur-
mount every difficulty to win victory. But this is not
enough; we must also arouse the political consciousness of
the entire people so that they may willingly and gladly
fight together with us for victory. We should fire the
whole people with the conviction that® China belongs not
to the reactionaries but to the Chinese people. There is
an ancient Chinese fable called “The Foolish Old Man Who
Removed the Mountains”. It tells of an old man who
lived in northern China long, long ago and was known as
the Foolish Old Man of North Mountain.® His house faced
south and beyond his doorway stood the two great peaks,
Taihang and Wangwu, obstructing the way.® He called
his sons, and hoe in hand they began to dig up® these

as the Foolish Old Man of North Mountain: Z Uik [iE 2. known as #8455
A E—RANHBREE BEAEEANE. BUEHSIVENETE. 1: The
People’s Liberation Army is usually known as PLA. (5) His house faced
south and beyond..., obstructing the way. {thf¥y=R P9 EE 1 7 6 EE A LY {1tk
B, —BENERTTIL, —EEUT R, faced south BRI (FEHE-FAMIWERE). M
beyond LUSHTAIZEIELH, FEE peaks, Taihang and Wangwu 2'5
WyEf1zE, obstructing the way R'B5EZE. (© hoe in hand they began
to dig up...: hoe in hand = with hoes in their hands, f—M#MIRE, 1]
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to do this ¥, s silly FIREARTEBEHMAIZES. 10 How kind of
you to say sol=It is very kind of you to say so. (3 It is quite impos-
sible for you few to dig up these two huge mountains. ¥R TFEAE i
BUXFEREKIURSERA Y. M few BUF, 4 F few people, { you
HyEIAIZE. you few BN “#RFIXXE(A”. (5 and so on to infinity: it F
£DZEHEZ. (© High as they are,... and with every bit we dig, ... that
much lower. ;XM (I BRIER, HRBAXTBERT, E—mitxd—H. High
as they are=Though they are very high. XFhZRLEGAIRZEMATE N HKSE
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mountains with great determination. Another greybeard,®
known as the Wise Old Man, saw them and said deri-
sively,® “How silly of you to do this!® It is quite impos-
sible for you few to dig up these two huge mountains.”®
The Foolish Old Man replied, “When 1 die, my sons will
carry on; when they die, there will be my grandsons,
and then their sons and grandsons, and so on to infinity.®
High as they are, the mountains cannot grow any higher
and with every bit we dig, they will be that much lower.®
Why can’t we clear them away?” Having refuted the Wise
Old Man’s wrong view, he went on digging every day,
unshaken in his conviction.® God was moved by this, and
he sent down two angels, who carried the mountains away
on their backs. Today, two big mountains lie like a dead
weight on the Chinese people. One is imperialism, the
other 1s feudalism. The Chinese Communist Party has long
made up its mind® to dig them up. We must persevere
and work unceasingly, and we, too, will touch God’s heart.
Our God is none other than the masses of the Chinese
people.® If they stand up and dig together with us, why

bit that we dig. that much lower, XMMGEREMFRIEVY, “BMiE—&,
LtE—m". that REIH, CEAM, B “BSEE “BBA” M speak that
fast 3RIFHALL walk that far EEIAE. Having refuted..s he went
on digging every day, unshaken in his eonviction. ﬂt&?@&m%gﬁﬁ
, BWAHE, SRR L. Having refuted.. %mﬁiitfﬁ.%tﬁzﬁjﬁm,
%F After he refuted...view. go on+digging = continue digging, %ﬁ;}ﬂﬁf
1, BREHLM /RS, unshaken in his conviction ZitE5EEE, BE
FERTARNREE, RIAIHEE)E. ® has long made up its mind: BTz
iUy, make up one’s mind “TFgu ", HEREAER. @ Our God is none
other than the masses ol the Chinese people. X/ LR ERIA, B2
HEMARKAR. XKEM our God LIXFIlitit B M God. none other
than... FILBIA, BLid: Tkt 1AM 2. RTamTNEE
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can’t these two mountains be cleared away?

Yesterday, in a talk with two Americans who were
leaving for the United States, I said that the U.S. govern-
ment was trying to undermine us and this would not be
permitted. We oppose the U.S. government’s policy of
supporting Chiang Kai-shek against the Communists. But
we must draw a distinction, firstly, between the people
of the United States and® their government and, secondly,
within the U.S. government between the policy-makers
and their subordinates.® 1 said to these two Americans,
“Tell the policy-makers in your government that we forbid
you Americans to enter the Liberated Areas because your
policy is to support Chiang Kai-shek against the Com-
munists, and we have to be on our guard.® You can come
to the Liberated Areas if your purpose is to fight Japan,
but there must first be an agreement. We will not
permit you to nose around everywhere.® Since Patrick
J. Hurley 2 has publicly declared against co-operation with
the Chinese Communist Party, why do you still want to
come and prowl around® in our Liberated Areas?”

The U.S. government’s policy of supporting Chiang
Kai-shek against the Communists shows the brazenness®
of the U.S. reactionaries. But all the scheming of the
reactionaries, whether Chinese or foreign, to prevent the
Chinese people from achieving victory is doomed to

guard A E05%. ® to nose around everywhere: nose 7 “k#E”,
“HERT MRS, R MEEEERREY “OMEIINER MR AE.
® prowl [praul] around: prow! 24 “BFFEIE. ik kes” JET
M4 (® brazemness: JSEiEHL; JEIE.
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failure.@ The democratic forces are the main current in the
world today, while reaction is only a counter-current. The
reactionary counter-current is trying to swamp the main
current of national independence and people’s democracy,
but it can never become the main current. Today, there
are still three major contradictions in the old world, as
Stalin pointed out long ago: first, the contradiction be-
tween the proletariat and the bourgeoisie in the imperialist
countries; second, the contradiction between the various
imperialist powers; and third, the contradiction between
the colonial and semi-colonial countries and the imperialist
metropolitan countries. ® Not only do these three contra-
dictions continue to exist but they are® becoming more
acute and widespread. Because of their existence and
growth, the time will come when® the reactionary anti-
Soviet, anti-Communist and anti-democratic counter-cur-
rent still in existence today will be swept away.

At this moment two congresses are being held in China,
the Sixth National Congress of the Kuomintang and the
Seventh National Congress of the Communist Party. They
have completely different aims: the aim of one is to liqui-
date the Communist Party and all the other democratic
forces in China and thus to plunge China into@ darkness;
the aim of the other is to overthrow Japanese imperialism
and its lackeys, the Chinese feudal forces, and build a

< JEREEE (correlative conjunction), FEEHEHEENTE but. not only
BAEDEN, FEERFS AW, WS AENE, ERES. @
the time will come when... GfH—K4s.... when EXRAIH, XEI|SgEE
M, EREEE time, AU, FLBEHREIEIN. @ to plunge...
into...: ...} GA....
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new-democratic China and thus to lead China to light.
These two lines are in conflict with each other. We
firmly believe that, led by the Chinese Communist Party
and guided by the line of its Seventh Congress, the
Chinese people will achieve complete victory, while the
Kuomintang’s counter-revolutionary line will inevitably fail.
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