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Frankenstein

CHAPTER ONE
The Man on the Frozen Sea

I t was wintertime, in the middle of the wild,
cold lands of the Arctic. In this land, the
sea was frozen all year long. The large, floating
pieces of ice were slowly freezing together. They
could have crushed the small ship that was trying
to sail in the waters. Almost all the water in the
oceans was frozen.

The ship’s young English captain, Robert Wal-
~ ton, stood on the ship’s deck and stared out at the
frozen sea. He knew that all the men on the ship’s
lives were in danger. He had taken them here be-
cause of his own desires — to explore lands that
had never been seen before. Walton had wanted to
find a way through the oceans from Europe to the
jewels and silks in Asia. He had believed that trav-
eling through the North Pole’s waters could show
him the way to Asia. If he found a new path, all of

Europe would become rich.
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Frankenstein

Walton came from a wealthy family, and he
did not have to work. But instead, he had chosen to
live a hard life at sea, being an ordinary sailor. He
had experienced thirst, cold, hunger, and terrible
weather to prepare himself for this great journey.

But now it seemed that the ice would destroy
his ship. Walton did not know if any of his men
would see their families in England again. In the
afternoon, a thick mist that had covered the ship all
morning began to disappear. When it did, the men
saw something amazing. “Look, Captain!” shout-
ed one of the men. He pointed to a dark object
near the ship. “It’s a sled, sir. And those dogs are
pulling it quickly! ” Walton ran over to look.
“Look at that man on the sled!” he cried. “He is
the biggest man I have ever seen. He can’t be hu-
man! Why is he here, in the middle of a frozen
sea, hundreds of miles away from civilization?” As
the men watched, the strange person had disap-
peared into the distance. Walton and his crew did
not know what to think or say. The next morning

when Walton came onto the deck, he saw that his
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men were talking to someone on the ice below
them. When he joined his men, he saw a sled sit-
ting on a large piece of ice. The ice was slowly
coming towards the ship. On the ice were a sled,
some dogs and a man. All the dogs were dead, but
the man was alive. Slowly, he moved himself to-
wards them, using a piece of wood. “Another man
alone on the ice! What is happening? But this
isn’t the enormous person we saw yesterday,” Wal-
ton said to his men.

“Hello, sir! Here is our captain,” said one
of the sailors to the man below. “Can we help
you? Will you come onto our ship?”

“You look almost dead, friend!” said Walton.
“Let us help you.”  “Thank you, sir,” answered
the man in a weak voice, “but first, I must know
where you are going.” Walton did not understand
why a man who was almost dead would ask these
questions, when his life was in danger. But he said,
“We’re exploring the North Pole, sir.” The strange
man smiled and said to himself, “North is good.”
Then, he let Walton’s men help him up to the ship.
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