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Thre;e Men
m
a Boat

Jerome K. Jerome

Jerome K. Jerome (1859 - 1927) was born at Walsall '
in Staffordshire. He began work at fourteen as a
railway clerk. Later he worked-as a teacher, actor and
finally as journalist. In 1888 he published Three Men
ina Boatand The Idle Thoughts of an Idle Fellow. Both
of these books were great successes. In 1892 he
helped found an illustrated monthly magazine called
The Idler and in 1893 he founded a weekly paper
called Today. He also wrote a very successful play
called The Passing of the Third Back. This was a
serious play about the effect of a Christlike figure on
agroup of sordid persons. He served as an ambnlancc
driver during the First World War.

Three Men in a Boat is “a record of events that really
happened” and “George and Harris and Montmorency
are not poetic ideals, but things of flesh and blood -
especially George, who weighs about twelve stone.”
This is, according to the author, the main beauty of
the book. But the world described by Jerome does
have something extremely poetic about it because it
is a world that is lost forever. Three Men in a Boat
shows us the more or less idyllic world that existed in
England before the horrors and disillusion of the First
World War.




THE INVALIDS

There were four of us — George, and Witliam Samuel Harris. and
mysell, and my dog. Montmorency. We were sitting in my room,
smoking. and tatking about how bad we were — bad from a medical
point of view I mean, of course.

We were all feeling tired and were get quite nervous about it
Harris said that he often felt giddy *, and that he didn't know what
he was doing: and then George said that he felt giddy and did not
know what he was doing.  had problems with my liver. 1 had been
reading an advertisement for liver medicine. This advertisement
gave 2 list of the symptoms you have when your liver is not well.
[ had all of them.

[tis amost extracrdinary thing, but I never can read an advertise-
ment for a medicine without being forced to the conclusion that |
am suffering from the particular disease described, i its worst
form,

1 remember going to the British Museum one day to read about
the treatment for some minor iliness [ had. [ got down the book, and
read what ] wanted to read: and then, stupidly, 1 began toread aboui
other diseases. 1 forget, which was the first disease I read about -
some terrible discase, | know - and, before 1 had read the list of
‘premonitory * symptoms’ [ was convinced that [ had the disease.

1 satthere horrified. Then [ read about ali the other diseases in the
book and discovered that I had them all, except housemaid™s knee”.

I sat and thought about this. I thought what an interesting case 1
must be for doctors. Medical students would not need to walk
around the hospitals if they had me. T was a hospital in myself. All
they needed to do would be to walk round me, after that. take their
diplomas. '

I went 1o my medical man. He is an old chum * of mine. He said:

“Well, what's the matter with you?"

1 said:

*| will not take up you time, dear boy, with telling you what is the
matter with me. Life is short, and you might be dead before |

1. giddy - feeling as if you were moving around in circles or
Jalling.

2. premonitory - warning.

3, housemaid’s knee - « minor disease caused by kneeling on
the floor too much.

4. chum - friend.



1. Put the following sentences into the past tense.

Example:
| smoke too many cigarettes.

]
1"’ .‘H\UL‘Q\' !00 IIHHII’ l.‘;i.]tl‘t(’“t‘.".
1 ]

a) We feel quite tired.
b) | canneverread an advertisement for medicine without
feeling sick.

¢) 1 go to a doctor friend of mine when 1 feel sick.
d} | sit in front of the television every night.

2. Say whether the following sentences are True or
False.

Example:
Montmorency was the author's doctor. Jalse

a) The author and his friends felt sick and tired, and they
were worried about this. .
b) The author could not raa.d a descripnon ol a cﬁsom
without thinking that he had that particular disease.
c) The author was wornad because he had a horrible
disease called housemaid's knee. ...
d) The author thought that he would be intersating for
medical students to study. ..........ccovmneniiiesnneins




finished. So | will tell you what is not the matter with me. 1 don’t
have housemaid's knee.”

Then [told him how 1 had discovered it all.

Thenhe opened me and looked downme, and heldmy wrist ', and
then he hit me over the chest when1wasn’texpecting it - acowardly
thing to do. After that, he sat down and wrote a prescription and
gave it to me, and T put it in my pocket and went out.

1 did not open it. [ took it o the nearest chermist’s* and handed it
to him, The man read it. and then handed it back.

He said that he did not have the medicines my friend had
prescribed.

§ said:

“You are a chemist™

He said:

1 am a chemist. If | was a co-operative store * and a family hotel
combined, | might be able to help you. But | am only a chemist.”

I read the prescription. It went:

1 Ib beefsteak, with
1 pt bitter beer
every 6 hours,
1 ten-mile walk every morning.
I bed at 11 sharp * every night.
And don’t fill your head with things you don't understand.

I followed my doctor’s instructions, with the happy result —
speaking for mysetf - that my life was preserved, and is still going
o,

Anyway, to return 1o our story; we sat there for half an hour,
describing to each other our diseases.

“What we want is rest,” said Harris.

“Rest and a complete change.” said George. *“The stress upon our
brains has produced a general depression throughout our system.
We need a change of scene!”

George said:

1. wrist - the joint between the hand and the lower part of the

. arm.

2. chemist - the person who sells medicine.

3. co-operative store - stores that sold food at low prices.

4. sharp - exactly, {often sharp means pointed and is used to
describe knives).



3. Write out the doctor's prescription in complete
sentences.

Example: .
1 glass wine, every 6 hours.

(lD‘ti.nﬂ. ane 3&1@& o.r wine e.\hmﬂ six Rowna.
(pt = pint, Ib = pound})

4. Complete the following sentences.

Example:
If you need some medicine, you go to the chemial’s .

a) If you need some bread, you goto-the............... voereers '

b) if you need some meat, you o the .........ceciciininnnns

¢) If you have problems with you teeth, you go to the ....

d) If you want to have your hair cut, you go tothe...........

[P eriaens




“Let's go up the river.

He said we should have fresh air, exercise, and quiet; the constant
change of scene would occupy ourminds (including what there was
of Harris’s); and the hard work would give us a good appetite, and
make us sleep well.

The only one who was not happy with the suggestion was
Montmorency. He never did care for ' the river.

We were three to one, however, and Montmorency lost the voie.

THE FOOD QUESTION

Then we discussed the foed question. George said:

“Begin with breakfast.” (George is so practical.) “Now for
breakfast we shali want ™ a frying-pan, a teapot and a kettle and a
stove.”

For other breakfast things, George suggested eggs and buacon,
which were easy to cook, cold meat, tea, bread and butter and jam'.
For lunch, he said we could have bigcuits, cold meut, bread and
butter. and jam — but no cheese. Cheese fills up the whole boat with
itssmell. [t getseverywhere. Youdon'tknow if youare cating apple
pie, or German sausage, or strawberries and cream. It all seems
cheese. There is too much odour about cheese.

1 remember a friend of mine buying a couple of cheeses at
Liverpool. They were splendid cheeses with exwemely powerful
odour that you could smell from three miles away and that could
knock a man down at two hundred yards. [ was in Liverpool at the
time, and my friend asked me if T could take the cheeses back to
London for him. He had tostay in Liverpool for more thantwodays,
and the cheeses would have gone bad.

“Oh, with pleasure, dear boy,” [ replied, “with pleasure.”

[ called for the cheeses, and took them away in a cab ' [t was a
very old cab pulled by a very old animal that the driver hud the
courage to call a horse. When we started out the horse went
extremely slowly, but when the horse smelled the cheese he went
at least three miles an hour. Then the wind blew in the horse’s

1. to care for - 1o like. :

2. towant - to need (obviously, 10 want can also mean to desire ).
3. jam - mamalade.

4, cab - raxi.

£



5, Answer the following questions.

a) Why did George think that going up the river was agood -
IEA? ..ot vt e

b) What did they decide to take for breakfast and lunch?
Would you like these things for breakfast and lunch?

6. Put the following sentences into direct speech.

Exampie:
He said we should have fresh air, exercise, and quiet.'

"If]e sBallRave ‘}umﬂ air, exercize, und qtliel. " Re said.

a) He said that the hard work would give us a good appetite.

b) George suggested eggs and bacon for breakfast.
(Use “Why don't we .... or "Lel’s ....")

¢} My friend asked me if | could take the cheeses back to
London for RimM. .......cccceemrinimmmiemennisssssesans

d) He said that he had to stay in Liverpool for more than
two days and the cheeses would have gone bad.




direction and he went even faster than cripples ' and old ludies!

When we arrived atthe train siation two men had to hold the horse
because he was so excited: | do not think they would have
controdled the horse if someone had not thought of covering up his
nose.

[ took my ticket and went up to the platform with my cheeses -
everybody moved aside quite respectfully as [ passed. The train
was crowded °, and 1 had to get into a carriage where there were
already seven other people. One old gentleman objected. but 1 got
in. | put my cheese on the ruck *, sat down, and. with a pleasant
smile, said it was a warm day. A few moments passed. and then the
old gentleman began 1 move around.

“It's very crowded in here,” he said.

“It's very oppressive,” said the man next to him.

And then they both began snitfing *. and. at the third saiff, they
smelled the chéeses direcily, and got up without another word and
got out. And then a robust lady got up. and said it was ierrible that
4 respectable married woman should be bothered in this way. The
remaining four passengers sat in the carriage for a while, until 4
solemn-tooking man inthe corner, wha scemed tobe anundertaker,
said that the smell made him think of a dead baby. The other three
passengers tried to get out of the door at the same time, and hunt
themselves.

| similed at the solemn man, and said [ thought we were going to
have the carriage to ourselves: and he Jaughed pleasantly and said
that some people made such a fuss “over a little thing. Buteven he
grew strangely depressed after we had started. When we reached
Crewe, 1 asked him to come and have a drink. He accepted and we
wentand had adrink. Afterthe drink he wentoffquietly and gotinto
another carriage. which | did not think was a very nice thing to do.

From Crewe I had the compartment to myself, though the train
was crowded. As we came to the different stations, the people.
seeing my empty carriage, would run to it. “Here, Maria; come
along, here are some seats.” *Allsight, Tomn; we'll getinhere,” they

1. cripples - persons who cannot use their legs.

2. crowed - filled with people.

3. rack - shelf. .
4. to sniff - o smell the air 1o discover an odor.
5. to make a fuss - 10 be nervous or anxious.

10




7. Put the tollowing sentence into the conditional.

Example:

Someone thought of covering up the horse's nose. We
controlled it.

Jr Adaneong i\u(.[ l\nl t[]oll&i‘lt Dr cox’e'unq Ilf} {;\Q

||o1.ae 3 nose, we Would not have um[v.oﬂwd o,

a) | brought the cheese onto the train. | had the carriage to
MYSBHE. oo
b) The old lad smelled the cheese. She got uj. 3nd left the
(o7=14 (7 o - OO PPe e s

¢} My friend had to stay in Liverpool for business. He
asked me to take the cheese to London. .........

d} They tried to get out of the door quickly. They hurt
themSEIVES. ..o e

8. Put into the singular.
Exarnple: We were tired and nervous.
H was t.i.}w;d and newaus .

a) We were sitting in my room.

0 They"keboa"ng .......................................................
£) The men wen to the river for ther holiday.

) The women did fot ke the smellof the cheese.

e) The cheeses ara in the kitchen.




would shout ', And they would run. carrying heavy bags, and try to
get in the door to my compartment before anyone else. And one
would open the door and come in and fal! back into the arms of the
man behind him: and they would come and have a sniff and go into
another carriage, or pay the difference and go to first class.

From Euvston 1 took the cheeses to my friend's house. When his
wife came into the room. she smelt round for an instans. Then she
said:

“What is it? Tell me the worst.”

I sid:

“[t's cheeses. Tom bought them in Liverpool. and asked me to
bring them up with me.”

And 1 added that | hoped she understood that it was not my idea
10 bring the cheeses; and she suid that she was sure of that. but that
she would speak to Tom about it when he came back.

My friend had to stay in Liverpool longer than he had expected:
and three days later. since he had not retumed home yel. his wife
came to my house. She said:

“What did Tom say about the cheeses?””

{ replied that he had said that they should be keptin amoisi* place
and that nobody should touch them.

She said:

“Nobody's likely 1o touch them. Had he smelt therp™”

1 thought he had smelt them. and added that he liked the cheese
very much.

Do you think he would be angry.” she asked, “if I gave a man
some money 10 take them away and bury ' them?”

1 answered that 1 thought he would never smile again.

She had an idea. She said:

“Would you mind keeping them for him? Let me send them to
your house.”

“Madam,” I replied. "1 like the smell * of cheese and the journey
from Liverpool with the cheeses was a happy ending to a pleasant
holiday. But, in this world, we mus: consider other people. My

to shout - ro say very londly.

moist - hrunid, damp.

bury - 10 place in the ground and then cover up. 1o hide.
smell - odour.

-



9. Change the following sentences according to the
examples.

Example: Nobody's likely to touch it. It is nat probable
(fkety) that anybody Will Louch it.

Example: He is not likely to come before eight o'clock. i
is nat fikely tRat he Will come Before cight o”clock.
a) Nobody's likely to read this book. ...........ccoevniins

b) Bill's not likely to buy a gift. ..o

10.Put the following sentences into direct speech.
Example: She asked me what it was.
w“(ﬁﬁai. a2 it?” she as ged.,

a) | added that | hoped she understood that it was not my
s (=7 VSO U U TS OO ST

b} 1 replied 1hal ha had sand that they should be kapl in a
moist placa. ........cocceeeirieciinns

c) 1 added that he liked the cheese very much. ..........
d) 1answered that | thought he would never smile again,




landlady is a widow. She does not like have any trouble. 1 am afraid
that she would consider your husband’s cheeses as trouble.”

“Verywell.then,” said my friend’s wifc, '] shall take the children

.and go to an hotel until the cheeses are eaten. | refuse to live in the
same house with them.” '

As much as 1 like cheese, therefore, 1 think we were right in
deciding not to take any.

After this discussion we decided on ail the food we would take
and planned the day of our departure. The next day was Friday. We
would pack on Friday and leave early Saturday morning.

COMIC SONGS
Owur boat was waiting for us at Kingston just below the bridge. We
walked over 1o it and stepped in.

~Are you all nght, sir?” said the man,

“Right it is.” we answered, and we pushed off and went out into
thk waters which, for two weeks, were to be our home.

It was a glorious momning, late spring or early summer, as you
wish tocall it, when the delicate green of grass and trees is tuming
deeper green; and the year scems like a beautiful young girl about
to become a woman.

Later in the day. we stopped under some trees by Kempton Park
and had lunch. It is a pretty little spot there under some trees near
the river. We had just begun the third course ' — the bread and jam
— when a gentieman in shirt sleeves * came up to us, and wanted to
know if we knew that we were trespassing *. We said that we had
not thought about it enough to be abie to come to a definite
conclusion, but if he said that we were trespassing we would
believe him.

He assured us that we were trespassing, and we thanked him, but
he did not go away, and seemed to be unhappy, so we asked him if
there was anything we coulddo for him. Harris, who is aiways very
friendly, offered him some bread and jam.

I imagine that he belonged to some society whose members
could not eat bread and jam. because he refused it quite angrily.

1. third course - dessert.
2. in shirt sleeves - without u jucker.
3. to trespass - to go onto private property withoul permission.

14



11.Write a summary of the story of the cheeses.




