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Unit 1

Text A

Computer Basics

Hardware

The physical portion of the computer.
CPU

Central processing unit. The computer chip primarily responsible for executing instructions.
Monitor

The screen for viewing computer information is called a monitor.
Motherboard

The main printed circuit board in a computer that carries the system buses. It is equipped
with sockets to which all processors, memory modules, plug-in cards, daughterboards, or
peripheral devices are connected.
Memory

Computer memory is used to temporarily store data. In reality, computer memory is only
capable of remembering sequences of zeros and ones, but by utilizing the binary number system it
is possible to produce arbitrary rational numbers and through clever formatting all manner of
representations of pictures, sounds, and animations. The most common types of memory are
RAM, ROM, and flash.
RAM

Random access memory. A data storage device for which the order of access to different
locations does not affect the speed of access, except for bursts. Data is typically stored in RAM
temporarily for use by the process or while the computer is operating. FPM, EDO, SDRAM, DDR
etc. are all types of RAM.

ROM

Read-only memory is similar to RAM. It only cannot be altered and does not lose its contents
when power is removed.

y

Mouse

In computer parlance a mouse can be both the physical object moved around to control a

pointer on the screen, and the pointer itself. Unlike the animal, the proper plural of computer
mouse is “mouses”.
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2 Unit 1

Keyboard

A keyboard on a computer is almost identical to a keyboard on a typewriter. Computer
keyboards will typically have extra keys; however, some of these keys (common examples
include Control, Alt) are meant to be used in conjunction with other keys just like shift on a
regular typewriter. Other keys (common examples include Insert, Delete, Home, End, Help,
function keys,etc.) are meant to be used independently and often perform editing tasks. Keyboards
on different platforms will often look slightly different and have somewhat different collections of
keys. Some keyboards even have independent shift lock and caps lock keys. Smaller keyboards
with only math-related keys are typically called “keypads”.
Disk

A disk is a physical object used for storing data. It will not forget its data when it loses power.
It is always used in conjunction with a disk drive. Some disks can be removed from their drives,
and some cannot. Generally it is possible to write new information to a disk in addition to reading
data from it, but this is not always the case.
Floppy

An extremely common type of removable disk. Floppies do not hold too much data, but most
computers are capable of reading them. Note though that there are different competing format
used for floppies, so that a floppy written by one type of computer might not directly work on
another, also sometimes called “diskette”.
USB

A really fast type of serial port that offers many of the best features of SCSI without the price.
Faster than many types of parallel port, a single USB port is capable of chaining many devices
without the need of a terminator. USB is much stower (but somewhat less expensive) than Firewire.
/O Port

Connection to a CPU that provides a data path between the CPU and external devices, such
as a keyboard, display, or reader. It may provide input only, output only, or both input and output.

New Words
hardware ['ha:dwea)] n. B
monitor ['monita] n. WYLss
motherboard ['mAdabo:d] n. ¥
memory ['memeril n. EiZ; EZ; fFiES
mouse [maus] n. BUAR
keyboard ['kiba:d] n. B
disk [disk] n. WA, B&, BH
floppy [flopil adj. K
n B

instruction [in'strakfen] n 184, @4, fx, HEHH



screen

view

information
equip
socket
temporarily
remember
sequence
animation
type
pointer
typewriter
conjunction

perform

task
keypad
store
diskette
input

output

Phrases

I/O port
circuit board
in reality
extra key

be used in
disk drive

remove from ...

in addition to
removable disk
external device
serial port

be capable of

[skri:n]
[vju:]

[infe'meifan]
li'kwip]
['sokit]
['tempararili]
[rimemba]
['sitkwans]
[,eeni'meifon]
(taip]
['pointa]
['taipraita]
(ken'd3ankfen]
[pa'fo:m]

[ta:sk]
['kirpeed]
[sto:]
[dis'ket]
['input]

('autput]
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n 5 BR

vt. &L

n. M, WL, WE
vt. MEE, WE

n. R, F8; %
vt %, W&

n. R, L

ad. BHHL,
ve. E18, A ek
EaE, 4k K
B, F#
KA, R

fekt, R
fTFHL

CBEE, B &8
vi. JBAT: R

vi. T3}

n 2%, 11E, 1l
n. BX, BrEEes
vt. 26k, TR
n. WE

vt. A

n. M

n. PR WHE; il

=8 8 8 8 3

N
FL R AR
L
Vg

HF

B AT YK ) 2%

BERs, RAF----MEEh
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Abbreviations

CPU (central process unit) o g b 7 2%
RAM ( random access memory) REMLAF i 2%
ROM (read only memory) MR 2%
USB (universal serial bus) WA ST R

SCSI (small computer system interface) MW EN RS E
Notes

[1] It is equipped with sockets to which all processors, memory modules, plug-in cards,
daughterboards, or peripheral devices are connected.

AH]H, to which all processors, memory modules, plug-in cards, daughterboards, or
peripheral devices are connected. & —~H MM iAl+ X RMRIA 5 2R EEMNG), BIFHETHA
sockets, RNHFIEERE all processors, memory modules, plug-in cards, daughterboards, or
peripheral devices are connected to the sockets. be equipped with FIE B R “BH, HEEF"
be connected to TR “ Hereeoe EE .

[2] ... but by utilizing the binary number system it is possible to produce arbitrary rational
numbers and through clever formatting all manner of representations of pictures, sounds, and
animations.

A9, by utilizing the binary number system ! through clever formatting £ /7] 55
SRR it RGN 18, HIER B R 3hH A e 251 to produce arbitrary rational numbers.
{t. all manner of representations of pictures, sounds, and animations FJ#BS T it is possible to
produce.

[3] Generally it is possible to write new information to a disk in addition to reading data from
it, but this is not always the case.

KA, write...to ... MEEBR “H-FF”; inadditionto WEBR “BT -2
5b7 . % T besides: this FEHR L RTHMBENIF; case WEBRE “HR” .

(4] Faster than many types of parallel port, a single USB port is capable of chaining many
devices without the need of a terminator.

AH)H, Faster than many types of parallel port & — N 2517 53 & R PR E .

Exercises

Ex. 1 MREFERCAR, BIEUTHE.

1. What is the main function of CPU?

2. Through what computer information can be viewed?

3. What kind of devices can be connected to the sockets in the motherboard?
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4. What kind of system is utilized in order that arbitrary rational numbers can be produced in
memory?

5. How can all manner of representations of pictures, sounds and animations be produced?
6. What is the difference between RAM and ROM?

7. What is the plural form of the noun “mouse” when it is used as an input device of the
computer?

8. What disks can be removed from their drives, what can’t?

9. Why is a single USB port capable of chaining many devices without the need of a
terminator?

10. What provides a data path between the CPU and external devices?

Ex. 2 MR T ESESCHRRE, B O N R3S il O R S0 9 8 3] | 1A 4 BB G 8D
X X #® B W i

A processor whose elements have been miniaturized into one or a

few integrated circuits. It is usually used in PC,

The main board of a computer, usually containing the circuitry
for the central processing unit, keyboard, and monitor and often
having slots for accepting additional circuitry.

A unit of a computer that preserves data for retrieval.

A hand-held, button-activated input device that when rolled along
a flat surface directs an indicator to move correspondingly about a
computer screen, allowing the operator to move the indicator
freely, as to select operations or manipulate text or graphics.

A set of keys, as on a computer terminal, word processor,
typewriter.

A connection point for a peripheral device.

A machine code telling a computer to perform a particular
operation.

The information or image displayed at a given time on a monitor,
display, or video terminal.

An input device, sometimes part of a standard typewriter
keyboard, consisting of a separate grid of numerical and function
keys arranged for efficient data entry,

[nformation put into a communications system for transmission or

into a computer system for processing.

Ex. 3 £ FFla T8RP,

1. On most computers, a keyboard is the primary text input device.
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2. The most conventional kind of mouse has two buttons on top: the left one is used most
frequently.

3. Windows 95 and other operating systems let the user adjust the sensitivity of the mouse.

4. In some systems, the user can also choose among several different cursor appearances.

5. Some people use a mousepad to improve traction for the mouse ball.

6. The second button, on the right, usually provides some less-frequently needed capability.

7. Some mouse manufacturers also provide a version for left-handed people.

8. Today, the mouse is an integral part of the graphical user interface (GUI) of any personal
computer.

9. The keyboard also contains certain standard function keys.

10. The “IBM-compatible” PC is associated with business (as well as home) use.

Ex. 4 3K 5% ORI R 30

The system’s front panel and the comprehensive keyboard have dedicated buttons, taking
you to the main multimedia features: photo, music, and video. The front panel also has
quick-launch buttons for TV viewing and a TV guide.

Ex. 5 il Internet & ¥R, EB “& A% SR IAMMBBIBERYE, %
P M AR . B e-mail XL LN, FFH_EORECE R ARE ML,

1. BEARA YRR RARSL A M RE (S M EERNE L) .

2. BUTHWRESH AL BbR? R E R SRIERHR.

3. WA EH PC Hae 5% .

4. RFTRGER) T LU USB 8115 PC MIE B 8 & A Wik ?

Word Building

FREFRE SR AL MBI R HVIRHE 042 7 218 5 KR HIRHE
i B, ARSI AR B — S b R, 0: unformat, undelete, resetup,
uninstall %, XLERRFFETFRPEART . Kk, BH¥ESEEHCIZ 8 ERNER.

Hooz, REREAHAERSHAR, XREMIRE. R THREE, WALERz—
B AR RIE SRR Bk, BHEBMEERPGEICZIOE RIA MR,

1. &M% (compounding)

HIAE AN RIS LA B 818 & B — AN B iRl R R D vE Y G ik o P R R B
Mg “"EW” . HERATUE=MEEER: E8XKS (WM network) , HIF5
RS, bus stop) , FEFREL & (N EK built-in) . =AM ERFEMER-—-4ES
W R R =M. B, BACHK up-to-date, —-XF -] one-to-one, 75 FHY
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easy-to-use, = IR I ET — N H R E — AN, B, FMR motherboard, TR
daughterboard. £ K &7 B0 iR Pk B B fS — A Al e, (BB B4, 40 up-to-date Bt
b X SEi

A AR R R R R

(1> & 41 (compound noun)

1) 4 E+44 ]

wave + length —— wave-length B
band + width —— bandwidth 5%, M % E
bench + mark —— benchmark HEERR
bold + face —— boldface F{&

clip + board —— clipboard BYfil#i

chip + set chipset .5 F 44

copy + right — copyright KA

data + base —— database HEF

finger + tip —— fingertip FIRA

firm + ware firmware B4, B

lap + top —— laptop i, B, BL
screw + driver —— screwdriver %842 7]
snail + mail —— snailmail 1834

spread + sheet —— spreadsheet ™, FE; HIER

web + site website 434

2) AiA+E) %

machine + building —— machine building Hl3%%1i&
book + learning —— book learning A %01iH

hand + writing —— handwriting F5[f

3) h4ia+4 1

waiting + room —— waiting-room %% %

building + material — building material B3+ k}
swimming + pool —— swimming pool kit

4) JBR W+

short + hand —— shorthand #ic!

hard+ ware hardware B¢

soft + ware software #ff

lower + case — lowercase I #4; /NBFEH}

upper + case —— uppercase _'AY; KEF A
broad + band — broadband B

fresh + man —— freshman K (4') %6 —FEHK¥E
hard + copy — hardcopy f## I



