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The Time Machine

CHAPTER ONE

S itting around the dinner table, a teacher, a
doctor, a psychologist, and myself — all of us
pleasantly full from the meal we had just finished and
pleasantly relaxed from the wine we had been drinking
— we listened to our host, the scientist, as he prepared
to explain, with great excitement, a new idea he had
come upon.

“Now that I have your attention, 1’d like to ask
that you open your minds a little to what I am about to
tell you. For it will be most natural for you to think me
a crazy fool when you hear it.”

“And how is that any different from the way we
think of you now, dear scientist?” joked Filby, the
scientist’s closest friend. .

Laughing, the scientist responded, “Yes, yes...
but seriously, I’m afraid that I have come to the con-
clusion that many of the things we were taught in
school were quite incorrect, especially mathematics.”

The laughing stopped and Filby, who was a math
teacher, spoke up, “How can that be? Look at all the
progress we’ve made in the world! We must be doing
something right!”

“But that is, of course, why our progress is so slow

2
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The Time Machine

and limited, dear Filby,” replied the scientist.
“Take, for example, a line.” Here, the scientist took a
notepad from his pocket and began to draw as he
spoke. “A line is measured by its length, yes?”

“Are you trying to insult our intelligence?” asked
Manning, the doctor. “We studied this in high school
geometry!”

“Please, have patience. To make my point, I must
start with the most basic mathematical laws.” Continu-
ing, the scientist said, “Now, if we draw three more
lines, we then make a square, which we can measure
not only by its length, but its width, as well.” He lLift-
ed the paper and showed the men his drawing. Then
turning to Filby, he asked, “could you hand me that
box of cards, please?” '

“With pleasure, sir,” said Filby, smiling and
pushing the box toward the scientist.

“Now, this is also a square, but...”

“It can be measured by its depth. Yes, yes, could
you please get to the point,” interrupted the doctor,
impatiently.

“The point is this: it seems our math teachers all
believe that space is measured according to just those
three basic dimensions: height, width, and depth. How-
ever, they are mistaken here; for there is a fourth di-
mension.”
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