| onarERHERE#RO 2004 £
’ EEEHAR

| heE

% G AR AR

Childboods of the Pr

- e AR E

| ABRAHAM LINCOLN |
‘ (%) /NWTE - M - h¥heie 4 I
[35] VU -9V - e o %

R %

PREBER AAKT LML




Bz el v 0 I 1524

¥ [ R4 b AR AR
Childhoods of the Presidents

* X
TRAZE - 5 "+
Abraham Lincoln

[(£1AFE M - 2 HFH %




BEHERSBE (CIP) #iF

WA S « MR/ () MEFBEwE. FHEFE
—dbst: BMAAHKE IR, 2005. 1
(EEHBEFLERD

F 423 Abraham Lincoln

ISBN 7-80196-026-2

[.%-- II.O---@A--- 1L k&, A. (1809~1865)
— L EE—E EEY V. K837, 127=41

ohE pRA B CIP ST (2004) 2136754 5

EEMASREEIZETF 01-2005-0397
Copyright©2003 by Mason Crest Publishers.
Simplified Chinese-English language Editions arranged
through Amer-Asia Books.Inc. All Rights Reserved.

REFL5E A

A IR EE MR IR AR, RS AR ik T,
FEAT SR RIS AR LU T 2 S bl A 2.

HHURER: ARk

X DFIE oM - HEER

fE&: NER -5 - R T

#F. B

FiEmiE. A%

Wi M

HAREAT: BACHE HR4At

Hibk: EFEWHARKZAR2X 1 SEMAE  BEg4: 100029
BiE: (010) 64423901 f:E: (010) 64420542

ElRl: =R AR EOEFRA S

FFA: 787 X 1020  1/32 ENgk: 3

BRUK: 20054E1 HE LM EIR: 2005 4E 1 A% 1 KENKI
VRS 7-80196-026-2

EN¥. 5000 fif EHr:8.00 T



* Introduction %

Alexis de Tocqueville began his great work Democ-
racy in America with a discourse on childhood. If we are
to understand the prejudices, the habits and the pas-
sions that will rule a man’s life, Tocqueville said, we must
watch the baby in his mother’s arms; we must see the
first images that the world casts upon the mirror of his
mind; we must hear the first words that awaken his sleeping
powers of thought. “The entire man,” he wrote, “is, so to
speak, to be seen in the cradle of the child.”

That is why these books on the childhoods of the
American presidents are so much to the point. And, as
our history shows, a great variety of childhoods can lead
to the White House. The record confirms the ancient ad-
age that every American boy, no matter how unpromis-
ing his beginnings, can aspire to the presidency. Soon,
one hopes, the adage will be extended to include every
American girl,

All our presidents thus far have been white males who,
within the limits of their gender, reflect the diversity of
American life. They were born in nineteen of our states;
eight of the last thirteen presidents were born west of the
Mississippi. Of all our presidents, Abraham Lincoln had the




least promising childhood, yet he became our greatest
president. Oddly enough, presidents who are children of
privilege sometimes feel an obligation to reform society in
order to give children of poverty a better break. And,
with Lincoln the great exception, presidents who are chil-
dren of poverty sometimes feel that there is no need to
- reform a society that has enabled them to rise from pri-
vation to the summit.

Does schooling make a difference? Harry S. Truman,
the only twentieth-century president never to attend
college, is generally accounted a near-great president.
Actually nine— more than one fifth—of our presidents
never went to college at all, including such luminaries as
George Washington, Andrew Jackson and Grover
Cleveland. But, Truman aside,all the non-college men held
the highest office before the twentieth century, and, given
the increasing complexity of life, a college education will
unquestionably be a necessity in the twenty-first century.

Every reader of this book, girls included, has a right
to aspire to the presidency. As you survey the childhoods
of those who made it, try to figure out the qualities that
brought them to the White House. I would suggest that
among those qualities are ambition, determination,
discipline, education— and luck.

—ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, JR.
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Near-Death Experience
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It was a warm Sunday afternoon in the early summer
of 1814. Two young boys played together in the Ken-
tucky wilderness. The younger of the boys, named
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Visitors to the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., frequently
come away with a sense of awe. Abraham Lincoln emerged
from a humble, even impoverished background to become
one of the greatest figures America has ever produced.
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Abraham, told his friend that a day earlier he had seen
some partridges in the area. He suggested to his friend,
whose name was Austin Gollaher, that they cross a nearby
creek to hunt for the birds.®

The two boys would have to walk across a narrow
log to reach the other side of the creek. Normally, the
stream was not very deep, but heavy rains a few days
earlier had swollen the waters. As they crossed the log,
six-year-old Abraham lost his balance. With a cry, he fell
into the rushing water.

Neither of the two boys could swim. Austin rushed
to the bank, found a long branch, and held it out to his
friend. The frightened boy grasped the end of the branch,
and Austin pulled him to shore. “He was almost dead and
I was badly scared,” Austin later remembered.

The soaked boy had swallowed a lot of river water,
and Austin did not think Abraham was breathing when he
was pulled ashore. "1 rolled and pounded him in good
earnest,”® Austin recalled. “Then I got him by the arms
and shook him, the water meanwhile pouring out of his
mouth. By this means I succeeded in bringing him to and
he was soon all right.”

Safe from drowning, the boys had another problem
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%rs discovered our wet clothes, they would whip us,”

Austin said. “This we dreaded from experience and deter-
mined to avoid.” The two youngsters came up with a
solution. “It was June, the sun was very warm, and we
soon dried our clothing by spreading it on the rocks about
us,” Austin said. “We promised never to tell the story.”
Life on the American frontier was hard, and child-
hood play could quickly turn dangerous. Yet Austin’s play-
mate shrugged off the incident of his near drowning. He
would go on to become a good woodsman, a respected
attorney, and an honest politician. More than 45 years
after being saved from drowning by Austin Gollaher, he
would be elected the 16th president of the United States.
Today, he is remembered
as one of the nation’s
most beloved leaders—
Abraham Lincoln.
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A sea of humanity surrounded the Lincoln Memorial for
Martin Luther King’s 1963 “I Have a Dream” speech. The
location for this milestone in the civil rights movement was
particularly fitting, given Lincoln’s devotion to equality.
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A Log Cabin in Kentucky

The boy who would become the 16th president of
the United States never knew his grandfather, al-
though he had been named for him.® The elder Abraham
Lincoln (who also spelled his name Linkhorn and Linkern)
had been a captain in the Virginia militia during the Ameri-
can Revolution. He was also a good friend of the woods-
man Daniel Bﬁne who had ploneered a trail, known as
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A replica of the Lincolns’ home near Knob Creek, Kentucky.
The log cabins in which Abraham grew up were small
(measuring about 16 by 18 feet) and stark, with a single
window and door.
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the Wilderness Road, to the western frontier. At Boone’s
urging, Abraham had moved his wife and five children—
including their four-year-old son Thomas—to Kentucky
in 1782.

At the time, Kentucky was the wild edge of the Ameri-
can frontier. In fact, four years later, in May 1786, Native
American warriors killed Abraham in a surprise attack. His
sons, including eight-year-old Thomas, witnessed the
slaying. Years later Thomas told this story to his own son
Abraham, who would eventually write, “My paternal
grandfather, Abraham Lincoln, emigrated from
Rockingham County, Virginia, to Kentucky, about 1781
or 2, where, a year or two later, he was killed by Indians,
not in battle, but by stealth, when he was laboring to
open a farm in the forest.”

When he grew older, Thomas Lincoln worked for his
uncle Isaac as a hired hand in Tennessee. He moved back
to Kentucky in 1802. The next year he purchased a large
farm near Elizabethtown. Thomas found work as a car-
penter and cabinetmaker. Around this time he met a
woman named Nancy Hanks.

Like Thomas Lincoln, Nancy had been a child when
her family traveled over the Wilderness Road through
the Cumberland Gap into Kentucky. Nancy was kind and
deeply religious. As an adult she became a skilled
seamstress. She and Thomas Lincoln were married on
June 12, 1806.

10



