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ABSTRACT

Aiming at an in-depth understanding of modern architectural history of Beijing city, which
could be best described when tracing the changes in the 3 main periods in the latitude of
time, i. e. Foreign Style Period, Independency Period, and Turbulence Period, and in the
4 main architectural styles in the longitude of form, i. e. Occidental Building Form,
Foreign Trend, Tradition Revival, Neo-Traditionalism, this book intently founded its
structure on the basis of Style Study, and focused on public buildings in from the end of
19™ century to 1930s.

Christian Church, the avant-courier of western architecture onto the land of China, firstly
appeared in Beijing about 600 years ago. This notwithstanding it was not until more than
450 year latter that culture exchanging did accumulated and achieved somewhat, and
Chinese did admit the trend of Exotic Building Style on their land, and that a complex of
westem style buildings, which could be classified into the forms of eclecticism, were
completed in the Imperial Garden, the Summer Palace of Yuanming-Yuan. It was the
beginning and cause of the trend of Western Building Style in Beijing.

From the end of 19" Century to Farly 20" Century, occidental buildings functioned as
exotic playthings in emperor’s court and garden, while after western building style
wandered out from the forbidden gardens of the emperor into the demos since 1900, 1906
marked the climax of occidental style in the urban. Gate-front was derived from the spread
of exotic forms, and it could be concluded that Occidental Building Form was the precursor
of Foreign Trend under the background of local buildings.

The Legations Quarters at Beijing in Dongjiaomin-xiang directly led foreign Trned, where
foreign prototypes were speciously transplanted into the local lanes according to Greek,
Roman and Gothic styles. In the first 2 decades of the 20" century, Foreign Trend grew
into the mainstream of modern architecture in Beijing, and its characteristics were widely
represented in bureau offices, parliaments, public buildings, schools, industrial buildings,
transportation buildings, and etec.

The mainstream made a sudden veer in 1920s when Tradition Revival took the leading place
of Foreign Trend in modern architectural history of Beijing.

Retrospection explicitly shows that Occidental Building Form, Foreign Trend and



y ERERERS

Traditional Revival are all eclecticism without exception. The leading building styles reflect
how the traditional building style conflicted and merged with those ab extra, and what
colorful visages thus cultural exchange shaped in the city. In general, Western Buildings
was built with hands of domestic craftsmen who imitated those first constructed in
Yuanming-Yuan, and Foreign Trend and Tradition Revival were mainly works of
foreigners.

Tradition Revival in Beijing did not last and prevail in 1930s, though it pioneered a way out
for architectural design in the following decade, because the overwhelming tide of modern
architecture flooded into Beijing and gave birth to Neo-Traditionalism in the modern
architectural history of the city.

As for the religious buildings for the westerns, when tracing back from the Bethel built by
Mathew Ricci in 1605, to the fifth reconstruction of the South Chapel in Beijing, Christian
Churches in the 300 years had undergone 4 phases, establishing in the 17th century.
developing in the 18th century, continuance in the 19th century and the anaphase of
inosculation of building styles. Further for building forms of the churches, the thread
could also be seen from traditional Chinese classics to eclectic Foreign Trend, and then to
Traditional Revival, and to the following period, which accorded so harmoniously with the
steps of that of the entire development of modern architecture in Beijing.

It is also a prior endeavor of this book to begin a study on building industry in modern
history of Beijing. The preliminary conclusion of the study is that the development of
building industry in this era had gone through 3 main periods, keeping pace with that of
architecture, and the definition of the periods mostly lies in the different organizations of

construction teams and different industries of building materials.
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