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Chapter 1 In Which the Reader Is Introduced
to a Man of Humanity

Late in the afternoon on a chilly day in February,
two gentlemen were in a well-furnished dining parlor®
in the town of P~ , in Kentucky. The gentlemen, who
were sitting closely together, seemed to discuss some-
thing with great eamnestness®.

One of them was Dan Haley, a slave trader. He
was a short, thick-set man with common features. He
was much over-dressed, in a gaudy® vest of many col-
ors. He wore a heavy gold watch-chain. The other
gentleman was Mr. Arthur Shelby, the owner of the
house. Mr. Shelby was a kind, good-natured man.
He was easy to approach. He had been very good to
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the negroes on his estate. But he had involved himself
deeply in his notes, and he owed much to Haley.

“I can’ t make trade that way. Tom is an uncom-
mon fellow. He is certainly worth that sum of money.
He is steady, honest, and capable. He can manage
my whole farm like a clock. I trust him. T have always
found him true and square® in everything. You ought
to let him cover the whole balance of the debt. And
you would, Haley, if you had any conscience.”

“Well, I’ ve got just as much conscience as any
man in business can afford to keep. I am ready to do
anything within reason to help friends. But this is a
little too hard on a fellow.”

“Then, Haley, how will you trade?”

“Haven’t you a girl or boy that you could throw
in with Tom?”

“No. I don’t like parting with any of my hands,
that’s a fact.”

Here the door opened. A small quadroon® boy,
at about four or five years old, entered the room. He
was very beautiful and lovely. His black hair, fine as
silk, hung in glossy curls. He had a pair of large dark
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