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Increase Mean
Drastic Change

he UK Government last week proposed a sharp in-
crease in university tuitions in a bid?® to improve fi-

nances and make schools more competitive internation-

ally.

A White Paper entitled “The Future of Higher Educa-
tion” that appeared last Wednesday proposes letting individ-
ual universities determine their own fee level from 2006, up
to a cap® of 3,000 pounds (US$4,800) per undergraduate de-
gree.

Fees are currently pegged at 1,100 pounds (US$1,760).

The government has decided against an upfront payment
system, allowing students to pay the fees after they graduate.

The White Paper also proposes an interest-free loan.
This would be income-contingent®, and would not have to be
repaid until the student began earning 15,000 pounds a year.

The long anticipated announcement follows a great deal
of sharp debate.

Supporters of the tuition increase say the cash injection



would allow British colleges to improve research programmes
and attract the best brains from Britain and overseas.

Opponents, many of them students, say the increase
would make higher education elitist® and impose a heavy
burden on graduates.

Paul Lewis, president of the Cambridge University Stu-
dent Union, said the system meant some students would leave
university with big debts and would create a class system a-
mong UK’s universities.

“Cambridge already has a problem with attracting stu-
dents from lower income backgrounds and that problem is go-
ing to be worsened,” said Lewis. “It is a disaster for access.”

But, the UK Government says it hopes to improve ac-
cess. Charles Clarke, the government’s education secretary,
said that there were no other options to overhaul® Britain’s
lagging college system and to provide equal access to stu-
dents from all backgrounds. The government wants at least 50
per cent of English and Welsh children to enter higher edu-
cation — currently about 40 per cent do.

Up to 40 of Britain’s universities have said they will in-
troduce full top-up fees as soon as they can, the Guardian
has reported.

Colin Campbell, the vice-chancellor of Nottingham Uni-
versity said: “I think a large group of universities will get to
3,000 pounds straight away.”

“The money we are talking about under this regime is
infinitesimally small compared to what’s available in North
American universities. I think higher fees will be necessary
still,” he said.

Seme critics say the White Paper also challenges British



people’s popular attitudes to higher education.

“In the US, students are proud of ‘working their way
through college.” They see education as a personal invest-
ment. In Britain, young people borrow to buy a house or a
car. They must now also be prepared to borrow to go to uni-

versity,” said Vernon Bogdanor, professor at Oxford Universi-

ty.

U mizaw

1. That students are allowed to pay their tuition after they
graduate is a good precondition for
A. individual universities to decide their own level
B. the rising of tuition fees
C. interest-free loan :
D. British colleges to provide for better education programs
2. The expression “income-contingent” (Para.5, L.2) probably
means bt a
A. earning income as the condition
B. using income
C. earning income
D. with income shortage
3. The positive outcome that tuition raise may bring about is
that
A. advanced education resulted from more financial in-
vestment will produce better graduates
B. schools will make more profits with the raised tuition
C. fewer students are enrolling at universities because of
the high fees
D. high tuition will force graduates to work harder




4. Which of the statement is not true?

A. At present the highest fee in universities is 1,100
pounds.

B. Universities in Britain are expected to raise their tu-
ition fees very soon.

C. Once tuitions get raised, universities will lose much
access.

D. It is possible for British governments to provide equal

education chances for all students.
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@ bid: v. to make an offer to pay or accept a specified price Hfft;ny



R[] 845, S
@ cap: n. an upper limit; a ceiling B FH R ; IR
@ contingent: adj. true only under certain conditions ¥ Fifi )
@ elitist: n. RFAM A E

® overhaul: v. to examine or go over carefully for needed repairs ¥ 2,
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ublic displays of affection (PDA) on campuses have

become a bit controversial®. What’s your view on this?
How much is permissible? Should the school get in-
volved or are they completely behind the times?

Mbs (Shanghai): Kissing in public has nothing to do
with morality®, not to mention the violation of rules and regu-
lations. Tt is ridiculous to enforce strict discipline to forbid
and punish such a natural expression of love. However, we
have to admit that a school is a place where people receive
an education. It is different from a park. So' lovers should
choose the right place to do their kissing.

Toni (Guangzhou): China is a traditionally conservative
country and Chinese are generally not used to expressing love
openly. In fact, expressing love in oral language or body lan-
guage such as hugging or kissing plays an important role in
maintaining a relationship. So why not consider this PDA as
an improvement in the way people show their feelings.

Emouse (Anhui): Actually, kissing and hugging are



normal on campus. Lovers are enjoying themselves that way.
Why make a fuss about that? PDA doesn’t really mean the
doers are bad morally. Nor does it mean they are bad stu-
dents.

Reallegend (Jiangsu): I don’t think students should be
so “open-minded”. It is true that a love affair is one’s own
business and neither the society nor the government has the
right to interfere®. But public displays of love can never be
acceptable. They give a very negative image on campus. After
all, school is a place for study.

Lifen (Anhui): College students are grown-ups. They
have the ability to distinguish between the moral and im-
moral. They have the right to walk hand in hand, hug, and
kiss in public places. This condition is normal, even popular,
on all university or college campuses all over the world. But
in China, such intimate® behavior should not be exposed. to
the sun. In my opinion, for PDA, what university officials can
do is not to prohibit or to scold students, but to educate them
to recognize how they should behave under traditional moral
standards.

Jennifer (Beijing): PDA on campus may cause embar-
rassment to many passers-by. It usually makes other people
uncomfortable. College campuses should not be a place for
outright® display of love. Although many people admit that
“biology is stronger than reason,” it is still reasonable for

students to restrain themselves on campus.
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1. Whose views are against PDA?
A. Reallegend and Jennifer.
B. Toni and Reallegend.
C. Emouse and Jennifer.
D. Toni and Jennifer.
2. Which of the following is not an evidence for the rightness
of PDA?
A. PDA shows a development of revealing human feelings.
B. PDA is an index for the strong feelings of individualism.
C. PDA has nothing to do with morality.
D. PDA is normal on campus.

3. The word “conservative” (Para.3, L.1) probably means

A. preservative
B. progressive
C. cautious
D. traditional
4. We can infer from the passage that .
A. PDA has become a noticeable phenomenon on campus
B. there exists consensus about PDA
C. students are either for or against PDA

D. schools may not have taken measures on PDA

1.A 2.B 3.D 4.C



