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BRIEF INTRODUCTION

China is a large country with a long history in sheep and goat produc-
tion. On the basis of archaeological studies, China has a history as long as
8000 years in sheep and goat production. Through the long period, the indus-
trious Chinese people have creatively developed rich resources of sheep
and goat germplasm in accordance with the social needs and combined with
the adaptation of animals to local ecological conditions. On the basis of the
survey on the germplasm of animal and poultry species undertaken nation-
wide during 1981—1985, there are altogether 53 sheep and goat breeds which
have been recognized by the State and listed in the book entitled “Sheep
and Goat Breeds in China”, including 15 indigenous, 7 newly-developed
and 8 exotic breeds of sheep and 20 indigenous, 2 newly-developed and 1
exotic breeds of goats. According to incomplete statistics, there are about
100 sheep and goat breeds and strains if those recognized by the provincial
authorities are also included, of which, there are about 55 sheep breeds

(strains) and about 45 goat breeds(strains). It is rare for a country to have
such rich resources of sheep and goat germplasm.This has laid a solid foun-
dation for the future development of sheep and goat production in China.

Although China has a long history of sheep and goat production, one
had witnessed a slow development before the founding of new China due
to backward production means.The characteristics of such slow development.
include: long production cycle, slow turnover rate, inferior output, low
commercial production rate, poor performance, poor quality, high labor re-
quirement and poor feed consumption rate.

Since the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, the Chinese
Government has put emphasis on the development of sheep and goat pro-
duction and has adopted powerful measures. Through 40 years of hard efforts,.
China has achieved tremendous achievements in sheep and goat produc-
tion which has become an integral part of the animal production in China.

The total population of sheep and goat has been increased from 42.35
million in 1949 to 201.527 million in 1988 with an increment of 3.8 folds.
During the same period, the population of sheep has been increased from
26.22 million to 110.571 million with an increment of 3.2 folds, while that



2 Brief Introduction

of goat has been increased from 16.13 million 1o 90.956 milhion with an
increment of 4.6 folds. The breeding of fine-wool and long-wool sheep has
started from scratch and now considerably large populations have been es-
tablished. By the end of 1988,the population of fine-wool sheep and its
crosses has developed to 32.245 million accounting for 29.2% of the total
sheep population; while the population of long-wool sheep and 1ts crosses has
developed to 13.235 million accounting for 12.0% of the total sheep popula-
tion. A group of new fine-wool and long-wool sheep breeds have teen de-
veloped. The total production of grease wool in China has heen increased
from 33000 tons in 1949 to 221700 tons in 1988 with an 1ncrement of 5.7
folds, of which, the production of fine-wool and long-wool in 1988 reached
110700 tons and 40800 tons respectively. The grease wool production of
fine-wool and long-wool accounted for 68.3% of the total grease wool pro-
duction.

Along with the swift development of sheep and goalt production, the
wool spinning industry has also undergone rapid development. The wool
spinning processing capacity has increased from 130000 spindles in 1949 to
2600000 spindles in 1988 with an increment of 19 folds.

- The great changes taken place in the sheep and goat production in
China have been described in details in this book.

In the past 40 years, China has accurr;ulated rich and precious data in
sheep production and research. Now it is essential to write technical sum-
mary so as to enhance an even greater development of sheep and goat pro-
duction in°China along the road of reform and open policy and to realize
the modernization of sheep and goat production in China. With these as the
the me we have compiled this book.

This book possesses the following features,

¢ 1) This is a text book of 'sheep and goat science with the specific fea-
tures in China. The data are derived from within China. The material and
data are the results achieved in the practical production and scientific ex-
periments in China"thréugh long period (mainly during the forty years since
1949) . In:summarizing the experience and lessons in sheep and goat produc-
tion-during the past 40 years and proposing strategic assumptions and mea-
sures, the actual situation and ecological conditions of China have been given
full attention. '

The book has also quoted some foreign advanced experience in sheep
and goat production for the purpose of reference. .

(2) The book not only possesses relatively high academic level but al-



Brief Introduction 3

so plays an instructive role for the development of sheep and goal produc-
tion in China. For example, in the chapter entitled “Genetics and Breeding
of Sheep”, the author has not only compared and summed up the breeding
methods of the past 40 years in China at the theoretical level but also pro-
posed even more efficient breeding methods for sheep and goat production
in China on the basis of the actual conditions. It is believed that these sug-
gestions will surely play an instructive and promotive role for the further
development of sheep and goat production in China.

(3) The book contains 9 chapters including every aspect of sheep and
goat production with rich content and beautiful pictures and graphs. In ad-
dition, the book has cited large quantities of historical material and availa-
ble statistic data of the state. One can not only get knowledge of the his-
tory and present status of sheep and goat production in China but also learn
the polential and prospect of the sheep and goal production in China.
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