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W e’re going to Paris...

we’re going to Paris... the
wheels of the train seemed
to say, as they ate up the
miles of track. Maria
Sklodowska sat huddled
on her stool in a fourth-
class carriage. She had
been on the train for three
days and Warsaw was now
far behind her. “I’'m going
to Paris,” she smiled. Paris
meant freedom! Freedom to

study science.
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Maria shuffled uncomfortably. The cold,
ladies-only carriage did not have proper seats.
Only first-class passengers could travel in
comfort; they had coal-fired boxes for warmth.
Maria tucked her blanket around her cold feet.
But her gray eyes sparkled.

At last her dream was coming true.

Dawn was breaking as the train approached
Paris. She folded the blanket, pushed a stray
fair curl beneath her hat and peered through the
grimy windows. At last the train whooshed and

gasped its way beneath the glass roof of the




B L AAFIR AR & T, *EF R FRmAKK
Ay, BREF ARG, KFERAR BT VAR .
BWRA AL 6 R EF VAR AT B L L
EAE RSB, 2k &% TFHRNAE L E,

B BATERAT,

RAOARBER 2, KEHABREBHEACR, RITHFL
&, T —THTFATRALAEL, AREREZHE

FeshE 4k, AF, KEGOBEAE, Bt THSF
TRE 09 K% 3k,

,-

shuffle [Jafl] 3 ﬁﬂl

tuck [tak] & (A E8)ERiE

_sparkle [ spakl] Z IWIAZ

proach [o' proutf] [# ik

OId [fould] & &

stray [strei] & B &LAY =
L peer [pio] Zi X1

grimy [ gralml] R R RAY
Lwhoosh [hwu]] B %2 BERA A

gasp [gasp] B FS




Spotted with soot, tired and nervous, Maria
thought longingly of her family in Warsaw.
Then she was almost jerked off her feet as the
train stopped. She bunched her skirts and
stepped down, a small, determined young
woman. She had come to Paris to enrol as a
student of chemistry and physics at the
Sorbonne university. Waiting to meet her was
~her new brother-in-law.
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Nlaria‘?" A young gentleman raised his
top hat and smiled.

“Kazimierz!” The two shook hands. Maria
relaxed, it was comforting to hear a Polish
voice.

“Are you too tired to walk to the apartment?”

“Oh no! I can’t wait to see Paris.” Maria took
her brother-in-law’s arm.
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Outside, the early autumn sun colored the
tree-lined avenues. Soon she smelled baking
bread and hot coffee. Wagons and carts
rumbled by. Factory workers hurried past.
“Here we are, Maria. Our apartment is on the
second floor.” Sighing with happiness, Maria

followed Kazimierz up the stairs.

g T “I must enrol today,” she an-
% nounced firmly at breakfast the
next morning. Kazimierz
" laughed at her eagerness.
Later that afternoon Maria
stood outside the Sorbonne. She watched as stu-
dents hurried by, talking quickly to each other,
and noticed that there were only a few women.
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Taking a deep breath, Maria marched
through the doors, found the registrar and be-
gan the business of enrolling at the university.
At last, the registrar said, “Please sign here,”
and she wrote her new French name, “Made-
moiselle Marie Sklodowska.”
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Tanes for fumnes
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Each morning Marie had to make the hour-
long journey to the Sorbonne on a horse-drawn
omnibus. But she became tired of all this trav-
eling and after six months she rented an attic

room close to the Sorbonne.
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