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J Uit I public Molidays in the UK

iSO -

In England, Christmas Day and Good Friday' have been holidays (literally “Holy Days”)
for religious reasons since the establishment of Christianity in this country. Christmas is cele-
brated on December 25, not on Christmas Eve as in several other European countries. The oth-
er public holidays or “Bank Holidays” are Easter Monday”, May Day (May 1st)?, the Spring
Bank Holiday (the last Monday in May), the Summer Bank Holiday (the last Monday in Au-
gust), Boxing Day ( December 26th), and New Year's Day. The term “Bank Holiday” goes
back to the Bank Holiday Act of 1871, which owes its name to the fact that banks are closed on
the days specified.*

Boxing Day® takes its name from the old custom of giving employees or tradesmen (such as the
milkman) a present or “Christmas box” on that day every year. It has nothing to do with the sport
of boxing. If Christmas Day or Boxing Day falls at the weekend, the weekday which follows Decem-
ber 25th and 26th becomes a Bank Holiday .

Easter Monday is usually regarded as an unofficial consecration of spring. In many towns
there are funfairs with roundabouts, switchbacks and other amusements. The fair on Hamp-
stead Heath, in the north of London, is particularly famous. Easter Monday used to be the
day, on which the ladies would parade in the parks, wearing new dresses and hats.” Although
this custom is dying out, the tradition still provides the ladies with an excuse for buying spring
clothes.

The August Bank Holiday is probably the most popular one of the year, partly because it
comes at a time when children are not at school. Very many people try to make this a long
weekend, and go away to the seaside or the country (as they may indeed have done at Easter
or in Spring) . The result is that anyone who can manage to take a holiday at another time
would be well advised to do so, for the roads get crowded with traffic.

In recent years, there has been a good deal of talk of creating another Bank Holiday mid-
way between August and Christmas, but nothing has yet been done. October would be a good
month, as the weather is often very pleasant then. Many people would welcome an extra Bank
Holiday or two as England has fewer than most Continental countries.

In Ireland, St. Patrick’s Day (March 17th)® is also a Bank Holiday. St. Patrick is the Patron

* Saint of Ireland. It is strange that St. George’s Day (April 23rd) is not a public holiday in England,
for Saint George is the Patron Saint of England, and in addition, that day is the anniversary of the
birth of the most famous Englishman, William Shakespeare. However, the flag of St. George (a red
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cross on a white background) or the Union Jacl® is flown on that day, particularly by churches of

the Church of England. "

The public holidays in Scotland are New Year’s Day and the second day of January (the
third, if the first or the second day of January is a Sunday), Good Friday, May Day and usually
the first Monday in August. There are local differences. New Year's Eve is called Hogmanay in
Scotland and is an occasion for much joyous and noisy celebration. In London, Scottish people
come together on the steps of St Paul's Cathedral'' and sing “Auld Lang Syne”'? at midnight.
There are also large crowds in Piccadilly Circus" and Trafalgar Square*, and New Year’s Eve is

a great occasion for parties and happiness.

{(Words and Expressions )

literally /'litoroli/ adv. BRFEERY, FH

holy /'houli/ adj. By, XBN

religious /ri'lidzas/ adj. REEY

establishment /is'teblifment’ n. BT, AII

Christianity / kristi'zniti/ n. EEH

celebrate /'selibreit/ v. KR

eve /iv/ n. AIY, 818

Easter /'isto/ n. (5] (BR&R) BED

funfair /'fanfes/ n. 1515, ) L ERD

roundabout /'raundebaut/ n. BREARD (X
merry-go-round)

switchback /'switfbek/ n. BTEE, (BREE
) 25/ ViR

amusement /a'mjuzment/ n. 12, MBE

particularly /po'tikjulsli/ ady. 5B, B, L H

parade /pa'reid/ v. 133, IiT, RE

extra /'ekstro/ adj. ERIMND

continental /kond'nentl/ adj. AFHEN

patron /'peitron/ n. FPM; (NEA, 08
b, ZARFZ) BEIA, BEIA

saint /seint/ n. A, BEEZNA, X

anniversary /eni'vosari/ n. BFELE

background /'bekgraund/ n. 22

local /'luksl/ adj. #7587, 58569

hogmanay /'hogmenei/ n. (FH48Z) KER; R
S

occasion /o'keizon/ n. 1FS, B9Hl, NS

joyous /'dzpiss/ adj. HREL, BN

1. Good Friday SHETS, S DAINERA , BESHEMEANHFSHTBULS,
2. Easter Monday EFDENER—, A—SEFRENETEELD,

3. May Day TWHTS (ZEE NEANBRBHBREELS —ONRKBXWRNTA) ; T—Ekr
BT (LI ETNERAOBE RBEARRTHENTE),




9.

10.

11

12.
13.

14.

" The term “Bank Holiday” goes back to the Bank Holiday Act of 1871, which owes its name to

the fact that banks are closed on the days specified. “R{THRE"—1HRT 1871 E@IERTRE
RE RO ZREN B F 2RI XIERIMS. Bank Holiday IHEEAEBB. “go
back to” EX“t4TF,#EF ", Our association with him goes back to four years. F{JEBEFA]
THASHER . “owe to”ZR“I3NTF ", : She owes her good health to diet and exercise. #2
RPN FIREA#E k.

. Boxing Day 3,28, XiENTHLE. ZETORE, AR IEORRTMBI TABEZTLD

4o

. If Christmas Day or Boxing Day falls at the weekend, the weekday which follows December

25th and 26th becomes a Bank Holiday. WIREBF DA D4LBRGEER, 12 8 25 BF 26 Bia
NI TIEBBENEERB, weekday i5—BH8R 7 2/ NEMB2IMIE—X, B,

. Easter Monday used to be the day, on which the ladies would parade in the parks, wearing new

dresses and hats. DUFT, €1 RASBDENEH—SF LK, B M8, £ATE T,

. Saint Patrick’s Day BB ER T, BREBFERHBIENREAEEANTEHAR, BB R=A

B2 A, KBEXTDHERRIL.

Union Jack BX& TEHEE, BE EifE.

Church of England HEEEZ,

. St. Paul’s Cathedral 2REAHE , SHRE=SHE , UISANH L EMNBEREIAZ B —
BRRRIFEMED T,

Auld Lang Syne /01d'len'zain/ FME=18) EHEHNEE , BFE RIEHAKRK .

Piccadilly Circus / piko dili'sskes/ R2FiBFI 17, (I HEBHEGER, Xt RRAPIL, REBHIR
847 (Eros) f&mES,

Trafalgar Square /tro'felge skwea/ FFRIEN 13, I FHEBHPI Mo

. Decide if the following statements are true or false according to the information in the text .

(1) Christmas Day and Good Friday are holidays in England.

(2) Christmas is celebrated on Christmas Eve in several European nations.

(3) “Bank Holidays” are so called because they are holidays only for banks.

(4) Boxing Day takes its name from the sport of boxing.

(5) Today the ladies still parade in the parks, wearing new dresses and hats on Easter Mon-

day.

(6) Many people may not take the August Bank Holiday if they can manage to do it at anoth-
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er time.

(7) In recent years, people want another Bank Holiday mid-way between August and Christ-
mas, but it is not decided.

(8) St. George’s Day is a public holiday in England, for St. George is the Patron Saint of
England.

(9) People throughout the UK have the same number of days as holidays in a year.

(10) New Year’s Eve is a great occasion of parties and happiness for many people.

2. Match the following words in the left column with their definitions on the right .

(1) literally a. amusement park

(2) funfair b. tradition

(3) public c. well-liked

(4) tradesman d. craftsman

(5) custom e. people in general

(6) pleasant f. time

(7) Union Jack g. word for word

(8) occasion h. nice

(9) popular i. the national flag of the UK
(10) Hogmanay J. New Year's Eve in Scotland

3. Choose the best answers to complete the following sentences .
(1) They were both very and felt it was a gift from God.

a. helpful b. pleasant c, religious d. continental
(2) Mrs. Allen’s style of cooking much to her mother-in-law. '

a. causes b. brings c. owns d. owes
(3) In England, the banks are closed on-the days ’

a. specific b. specified c. followed d. celebrated

(4) Boxing Day takes its name the old custom of giving employees or tradesmen a
present on that day every year.
a. to b. from c. in d. by

(5) A man of sixty is as being in the prime of life.
a. believed b. considered c. regarded d. supposed



(6) I love to put on a bathing suit and on the beach.

a. walk b. crowd c. take d. advise
(7) After | had the baby, | had the perfect to stay at home.

a. excellence b. example C. excuse d. apology
(8) New Year's Day is celebrated all over the world with differences.

a. local b. area c. place d. space
(9) She was running down the stairs, her hair

a. flowing b. rising C. running d. waving
(10) Keep your office space looking good, your desk.

a. unusually b. often c. famously d. particularly

4. Read the following passage and il in the blanks with the appropriate words .

New Year’s Day is a special day. Itis (1) a birthday party for the new year. People
feel happy and excited. They wantto _ (2) _this feeling with their families. Family members
(3) together to welcome the new year. They (4) songs, eat special foods, and

~ (5) the old year. They remember the happy _ (6) they have spent together. They look
~ (7)_to the good times that the family _ (8) have in the year to come. Family members
wish one  (9) a “Happy New Year.”

The Chinese New Year is celebrated  (10) mid-January and mid-February. It is the

most important Chinese _ (11) . It _(12) for five days. Families are very busy before the
festival . They prepare  (13) for all visitors who will come to their homes  (14) the festi-
val. They clean their _ (15) and put up signs and decorations.

5. Complete the following sentences .

(1) In England, Christmas is celebrated on December 25, . (MABGEAD
— LN E FRABKEAE EWERIARD

(2) This work must be finished . (EMREBIBYEIRD

(3) If New Year's Day . (R 2E=*), the weekday which fol-
lows becomes a holiday .

(4) This provides him . CEHRIRNED)

(5) On May Day and National Day, all the tourists spots . (BFRT A And
you would be well advised to . (WRHEET MMRB SEIEIR

« 5 -



=2

(6) England has . CEERBSEZIHMRMNERIBALAZ)

(7) New Year’s Day is celebrated throughout the world, . (BREEX
=7)

(8) There has been a good deal of talk of this, but N GRZR % 5%=]
)

(9) The Spring Festival . (BRPEREENTHE2—)

(10) It is strange that . (DR EWERLD

6. Dictionary Study

The dictionary is very important for a person who is learning English. When students begin
their study of a second language, they usually use a bilingual (or two-language) dictionary.
For example, a student from China uses a English-Chinese dictionary. The use of a bilin-
gual dictionary is necessary when students first begin to study another language. However,
after some time, all students should try to use a monoclingual (or one-language) dictionary.

A. => Entries and guide words <=

In an English dictionary, you will find a list of several thousand words. Each word in this
list is called an Entry. All of the entries are in alphabetical order so that you can find an en-
try easily. In addition, dictionaries have another way to help you find an entry easily and
quickly. At the top of every page, you will find two words. These two words are called
Guide Words. These two guide words are the first and last entries on that page. Below you
will find a list of page numbers and the guide words on those pages.

Read the entries in this exercise and decide which page contains the entries. Write the page
number on the line.

page number @58 291 4 £ 793
guide words able-act  action-art  artist-back  bad-bought  bowl-carrot

(1) after (6) ____ airport (11) _ coast
(2) _ blind (7) __ absent (12) ___ baby
(3) __ aspirin (8) _ century (13)  butter
(4)  climate (9)  camry (14) _ above

-6 -



(5) _ beef (10) _  bleed (15) __ age

B. = Parts of speech <~

Each entry in the dictionary begins with the correct spelling of the word. After the spelling,
you will find the pronunciation and the Parts of Speech . There are eight parts of speech in
English. Most dictionaries use abbreviations for the parts of speech. A common system to
indicate the parts of speech for an entry is:

noun (n.) pronoun ( pron.)  verb (v.) interjection ( interf.)
adjective (‘adj.) adverb ( adv.) preposition ( prep.) conjunction( conj.)

In each sentence below, you will find an italicized word. Decide the parts of speech of these
words and write their abbreviations on the line.

(1) __ He called a taxi. (9) __ They ran quickly in order to catch the bus.
(2) __ The test was very difficult. (10) __ We played against their team.
(3) __ Ouch! That hurts! (11) __ 1 dislike portable televisions.
(4) __ How many watches do you have?  (12) _ | know that man.
(5) _ Wow! I'm tired. (13) __ It was raining very hard.
(6) __ | like the fish, but she doesn't. (14) __ What color did they paint your house?
(7) __ Can you drink coffee, tea, or milk? (15) __ | couldn’t believe the mess in the bed-
(8) __ We’ll play on Friday. room.

C. = Syliables <~

When you pronounce the word “November,” you will say it in three parts: No-vem- ber.
Each part is called a syilable. Many words have only one syllable, but most words have
more than one syllable. Most dictionaries indicate syllable division by a dot (class:room).

Here is a list of dictionary entries. Pronounce each word. Write the number of syllables on
the first line. Divide the word into syllables and write it on the second line. Use a dot to in-
dicate the syllables.

(1) entry (5) geology
(2) understand (6) apple
(3) again (7) heavy
(4) Friday (8) caught




(9) government (13) dictionary
(10) division (14) sickness
(11) unpredictability o (15) each
(12) telephone

7. Read the passage and decide whether the following statements are true or false.

New Year’'s Resolutions

Celebrating the New Year with parades, costumes, and parties is fun for everyone. For
many people, New Year’s Day is also a time for making decisions. People decide how they can
make their new year better than the old one. The following story is about a girl who makes an
important decision on New Year’s Day.

Messy Allison Cleans Up

It was the beginning of a brand-new year. Allison wanted to make a New Year's resolu-
tion. Her grandmother had told her that a New Year 's resolution is a decision that people make
at the beginning of the year. It can be a decision to try harder at something or to break a bad
habit .

Allison thought to herself, “I have so many bad habits. I lose my mittens on the way to
school, and sometimes I'm not as nice to my brother as I should be. But my worst habit is
messiness. I guess that’s why people call me Messy Allison.”

Allison looked around her bedroom. Clothes were lying everywhere. Her stuffed animals
were scattered across the floor. Socks and sweaters hung out of the dresser drawers. “What a
mess!” she thought.

Allison decided to make her New Year's resolution. “I'm going to be neat for a whole
year. No more Messy Allison. I'm going to remember to pick up my clothes and put away my
toys. "

Allison smiled happily. It felt good to make a New Year’s resolution! But then she took an-
other look at her messy room. Her bed was unmade. It was covered with books and toys. Over
in the comer, the glass eyes of her stuffed elephant, Jojo, winked sadly.

“It’s going to be awfully hard to keep my New Year 's resolution for a whole year,” Allison
sighed. “Maybe I should just try to be neat for half a year. I can start right now by cleaning up
this room. ”

Allison started picking up her stuffed animals and putting them back on the shelves where
they belonged. “This is going to be a big job. Once this room is neat, it’s going to be very hard

. 8 .



to keep it neat.”

Allison frowned and started to clear the books off her bed. “I don 't know if I can promise
to be neat for half a year. Maybe I should try to be neat for just one day!”

Allison started to smile again. She hugged Jojo and told him, “Now, that’s a New Year’s
resolution I know I can keep.”

costumes R4 dresser drawers §iiGASHIHE
messy RESEEH neat EFH
brand-new &, FHHH unmade ((R)iGERIENBLS
resolution & wink EZER
mitten FE frown B
stuffed EFH hug #Hia

I

(1) Many people made decisions on New Year’s Day .

(2) Allison did not want to make a New Year’s resolution.

(3) Allison leamned about New Year’s resolution from her grandfather.

(4) Allison is a girl with many good habits.

(5) Allison’s bedroom is a mess.

(6) Allison first wanted to be neat for half a year and then for one year.

(7) Allison’s books were scattered on the floor.

(8) After making her decisions, Allison immediately started to clean up her room.
(9) Allison found it difficult to keep her room clean and tidy for long.

(10) Allison might not be able to get rid of her bad habits.



I Um"f 2 A Survey of Australia

L
A

y

Australia is as old as time.' Probably it was once connected to South America, but the
continents separated as the earth's plates moved. Having been separated from other continents
for millions of years, Australia has many plants and animals not found anywhere else in the
world. One strange animal lays eggs, yet feeds its young on its milk. Kangaroos and koalas
give birth to very small and weak young. They are then carried in a pocket of folded skin on the
mother’s stomach for several months while they feed on the mother’s milk and grow stronger.
Also in Australia there are many varieties of parrots, and over 140 different types of snakes,
many of which are extremely dangerous.

Australia is the only country in the world, which covers an entire continent. From north to
south the distance is 3,220 km and from east to west 3,860 km. In area it is about the same
size as the USA (without Alaska), which has more than thirteen times as many people.2 Today
about 85% of the population live in the six major cities around the coast. Two thirds of the
country is dry or desert.’

Australia is an extremely rich country. It produces metals, precious stones, coal, grain,
meat and wines, and has the biggest iron mines in the world. Australia has about one sixth of
the world's sheep and produces almost one third of its wool. Cattle are also kept, and about 15
million tons of wheat is grown every year. Fruit and vegetables are grown in areas where there
is enough water.

A long fence runs for hundreds of kilometers across Australia. The purpose of the fence is
to keep out a type of wild dog called “dingo”. Dingoes hunt at night and like to attack sheep.
Farms in the middle of Australia are so large that farmers use motorbikes or helicopters for the
task of rounding up the sheep or cattle.*

The climate is different depending on the area. The south has cool, wet winters and
warm, dry summers. The north has warm, dry winters and hot, wet summers. The center of
Australia is hot and dry all the year round. Because of such a climate, much of daily life hap-
pens outdoors. Australians love sports and win world competitions in tennis, sailing and swim-
ming. If you are asked to an Australian home, you will probably eat outside and cook meat or
fish on an open fire.> At weekends many Australians go walking and camping in the country-
side, called the “bush™. For holidays, many people visit Great Barrier Reef ? off the northeast
coast of Australia, which has 700 islands.
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(Mowds amd Expressions )

survey /'sovei/ n. KRN, 50 parrot /'paret/ n. ¥SRS
connect /ko'nekt/ v. G extremely /ik'seirmli/ ady. ¥R, El3=4
continent /kontinant/ n. A& ;B precious /'prefes/ adj. TERN, BB
separate /'separeit/ v. D, IGR iron /'aien/ n. Bk
plate /pleit/ n. (FEHIFEOY) MR, B3 S mine /main/ n. §"
lay /lei/ v, 7= (08), W& dingo /'dingou/ n. BINER)
kangaroo / kengpe'ruy/ n. L35 attack /3'tek/ v. HW, WFH
koala /kau'ale/ n. (FFRAFI) B, M motorbike /' moutsbaik/ 1. BREE
$38% (MME :koala bear) helicopter /'helikopta/ n. HFH
fold /fould/ v. $i& depend /di'pend/ v. - TIRE; Hea=

stomach /'seamek/ n. it 30550, S

competition /kompi'tifon/ n. B[ =

variety /vo'raisti/ n. Zk; 245 (M), BREUL) reef /rif/ n. BEHE

(’ﬁﬁé?ﬁ

- Australia is as old as time. BMAREHPIEA , 5T as old as time” B BIBE P&, A8
BHREER S a5 old as Adam REEM),

- In area it is about the same size as the USA (without Alaska), which has more than thirteen
umes as many people. CRNERSER (REPIHIE) ETBREY, B2X@8NA002E%
13152, TBPBWEA". . times as many a5 ..." ERFRo 1. Petrol is twice as expensive as it
was a few years ago. TINRR S FRINFISE, (- GBIMEE B VE CRET —.)

- Two thirds of the country is dry or desert. =AZ_HET T SMHIDE, EENZEE
HB I (BEDHD + ofiFE T, BT i ofREPRZFLRNTE, W: Over sixty
percent of the city was destroyed in the war. ﬁ@mm@ﬁgﬁjZﬁﬁ—Bﬁ]Fﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%Zﬂpo
Three fourths of the surface of the earth is sea. HIRREOWID 2 =195,

- Farms in the middle of Australia are so large that farmers use motorbikes or helicopters for the

task of rounding up the sheep or cantle. BARITDLRIZEA RIBENBEAEIDBEH
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- If you are asked to an Australian home, you will probably eat outside and cook meat or fish on
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